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Genetic Manipulation Makes You Sick 


RAVAGE 


It's Two Minutes to Midnight, Do 
You Know Where Your Bioregion Is? 


Bein’ here in the desert and in a city 
sure makes me appreciate the lush 
forests (and rain!) of home... However, 
I have been very impressed with the 
community of folks here in the city 
who have found their home, are learn- 
ing their various local ecologies and 
are building community and defend- 
ing nature. I am also impressed by the 
desert, which despite the misnomer, is 
full of all sorts of diversity and differ- 
ent ecosystems. There is the influx of 
“snowbirds,” retir- 
ees (and a handful 
of activists) from 
distant parts 
north, who are 
daily arriving to 
enjoy the mild cli- 
mate and the nu- 
merous 10-mile 
strip malls. But | 
digress. 

First, the basics... 

Bioregions are 
geographic areas 
having common 
characteristics of 
soil, watershed, 
climate, native 
plants and ani- 
mals that exist 
within the whole 
planetary bio- 
sphere as unique 
and intrinsic con- 
tributive parts. A bioregion refers 
both to geographical terrain and a 
terrain of consciousness—to a place 
and the ideas that have developed 
about how to live in that place. A 
bioregion can be determined initially 
by use of climatology, physiography, 
animal and plant geography, natural 
history and other descriptive natural 
sciences. The final boundaries of a 
bioregion, however, are best de- 
scribed by the people who have lived 
within it, through human recogni- 
tion of the realities of living-in-place. 


Eastern Tennessee hardwood forest 


There is a distinctive resonance 
among living things and the factors 
that influence them that occurs spe- 
cifically within each separate place 
on the planet. Discovering and de- 
scribing that resonance is a way to 
describe a bioregion. (Source: Peter 
Berg and Raymond Dasmann, www. 
S5thworld.net) 

Now, I don’t want to knock anybody’s 
nomadic lifestyle, but it seems to me 
that if we are gonna git anywhere with 
this little project 
of protectin’ na- 
ture, revolution, 
saving the Earth 
or whatever-you- 
want-to-call-it, 
there best be a 
whole passel of us 
settled down and 
infiltrating, 
working with and 
becoming com- 
munities and 
connections and 
part of the land- 
scape all over the 
dern place. And 
not just in the 
hipoisie centers of 
the universe ei- 
ther. (That’s hip- 
wa-zee for those of 
you without 
much culture or 
sense of humor—you know what I am 
talkin’ about—Eugene, Northern Cali- 
fornia, Asheville, etc...) It seems to me 
that our little aforementioned project 
is gonna take some time with all the 
flag waving regression back to the ‘50s 
that’s being spread about as of late. So, 
as all y’alls attorney, doctor and spiri- 
tual advisor, I’d like to use this here 
stump/bully pulpit/space in the Jour- 
nal ‘cause nobody sent in articles, to 
rant and rave and offer a little advice: 
Go home and stay home! 

continued on page 38 
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BY FAITH WALKER 


Fauna. n. animal life. 

Cabala. n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

In a finale of fervent foreplay, brown 
garden snails (Helix aspersa) impale each 
other with love darts. Being hermaphro- 
dites, these animals sport both male and 
female tackle and swap sperm in both 
directions during eight hours of slippery 
sex. Most sperm are immediately di- 
gested by a specialized sperm-destroying 
gland, although a few sneak past to a 
storage organ, where they dwell for up 


“Fauna Cabata 


to the devouring gland and allowing 
sperm to pass freely into storage. If a 
snail is a poor aim or is caught empty- 
handed, which is quite possible since 
darts take 10 days to produce, it com- 
pensates by delivering extra sperm to 
its prickly partner. This species exem- 
plifies a rarity: an intersexual arms 
race in which individuals are both 
genders. The male portion has evolved 
to impart increasingly more sperm 
while the female portion has evolved 
to digest it. 
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The “Blank Wall,” the NN 


eight pages of the Journal, isa regu- 
jar feature that provides the move- | 


_ment opportunites to submit and 
| publish an unedited section in the 
| Journal. The intention is for groups | 


or campaigns to be able to inex- 
pensively produce a short tabloid. 


_and have it printed in the Journal. 
Ifyou or your group are interested 


please get in touch with the Earth — 
‘First! Journal. Collective. ce 


We're LOOKING FOR : 


| FewSuort-TERMERS: : 


to four years. The point of 
the sharp, calcareous, centi- 
meter-long snail nails is to 
short-circuit the gland. A 
swooning snail will aim for 
the genitals, located to the 
right of the head, and push 
the dart out of its body and 
into its partner. Darts are 
coated with a slimy cocktail 
that causes contractions in 
the female reproductive 
tract, closing the entrance 


In addition to our current search 

_ for a new long-term Journal edi- 
tor, we’re seeking individuals who _ 
would be interested in working 
on one issue of the Journal as a 
short-term editor. This rotating 
position allows the Journal to grow 
_with different voices and gives. 
individuals an experience to re- 
| member. The wait isn’t that long 
anymore. Think about it and in- 
: quire for a : 


Dear Shit Fer Brains... 


Dear EF!J, 

I was just reading the controversy about Alexander 
Cockburn’s latest screed printed in EF!, and am forced to take 
pains to remind you for about the fourth time that Cockburn 
isa very dubious “friend” of the radical ecology movement at 
best. He has a long—and often ugly—history—of attempting 
to smear radical environmentalists he disagrees with, such as 
his campaign in conjunction with Murray Bookchin back in 
the 1980s to discredit EF!ers and deep ecologists as being eco- 
fascists and virtual Nazis, often on the basis of one or two 
outrageous statements by the likes of “Miss Ann Thropy,” as 
if they represented the elegant philosophy of Ghandians like 
Arne Naess or Bill Devall! (References available on request.) 

Further, Ron Arnold rambles on for a good while about his 
great friendship with Cockburn in chapter 5 of his 1997 
book, Ecoterror, and Cockburn went out of his way to defend 
the wise use movement in The Nation, 8/14/95. I’m certainly 
not the first to say that Cockburn is a sort of left-wing 
McCarthyite, who, through guilt by association, will rip the 
most outlandish statement uttered by any environmentalist 
out of context, and then attempt to tar everyone else 


around—from The Sierra Club to the Earth Liberation Front— 
with the same brush. Some of you may be too young to be 
fully aware of his checkered history, and his on-again, off- 
again “environmentalism,” and his dishonorable and vi- 
cious tactics. But as someone who’s been reading EF!] 
since 1984, I can tell you that you are making a big 
mistake by continuing to give valuable space to this 
horse’s ass, and it’s not as if Cockburn doesn’t have an 
entire array of other media outlets to spew forth his 
views. Earth First! should be for 
Earth First!ers, not for neo- 
bureacratic, dough- 
faced,old-school 
party-liners like 
Cockburn, whose 
writing at times 
makes Bookchin’s 
look flexible and 
open-minded. 

Sincerely, 

—Bitt McCormick 
KENDIURAWA@HOTMAIL.COM 


continued on page 34 
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Shakedown at the Trailhead: 


Trail Fees and Armed Goons 


BY GEORGE SEXTON 


Who Cares? 

While I share the widespread dis- 
taste for paying to visit publicly owned 
federal lands, challenging the trail fee 
program was somewhere close to color 
coordinating my black hoodies on my 
“to do” list. Lets face it, what with the 
imminent death of the planet we 
should all have better things to do 
than to quibble with a greedy agency 
trying to jack relatively affluent “for- 
est users” out of some of their latte 
change. So call me a reluctant trail fee 
resister. But then something happened 
to get me riled about the Forest Service’s 
“Fee Demonstration Program.” 


Freddie Goes Apeshit 

My hiking partner and I were re- 
turning from a day in the field in the 
Siuslaw National Forest when we were 
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greeted at the trailhead by two Freddies. 
They had evidently been aroused by 
the notice posted on our car explain- 
ing that we were engaged in a non- 
recreational activity, and they were in 
quite an agitated state by the time we 
reached them. One of the Freds was 
Officer John Pino, who is well known 
from the Fall Creek campaign for fly- 
ing off the handle at any and every 
opportunity. Well, John proceeded to 
do some fine police work which con- 
sisted of rumbling out of his $50,000 
SUV, pushing “record” on his video 
camera, demanding our identification, 
attempting to separate us from one 
another and threatening us with ar- 
rest for “impeding his investigation.” 

We told him that failure to pay a fee 
ain’t a crime since the Fee Demo pro- 
gram is a demonstration project de- 
signed to test the public’s willingness 
to be fleeced at trailheads; that failure 
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to pay a fee isn’t even a midemeanor 
and hence, sure ain’t arrestable; and 
that we were not there for recreational 
purposes. Never one to be deterred by 
the facts or the law, John started in on 
his bad cop routine and generally 
proceeded to act like a dolt in front of 
his camera. Later, John would testify 
under oath that his video camera “had 
failed to record the incident.” Sure it 
did. But I’m getting ahead of myself. 


Origins of Fee Demo 

Those who want to commodify our 
public lands knew that they lacked 
the congressional support to send 
armed thugs to the trailheads to 
shakedown hikers for using trails that 
had existed for decades. So, much 
like the infamous Salvage Rider of 
1995, the pro-fee crowd attached the 
Fee Demo authorizing language to 
an interior appropriations bill. This 
meant that Fee Demo never went 
through an open hearing process and 
never received a stand alone up-or- 
down vote on its merits. Instead it 
piggybacked on other legislation. 

Despite the backdoor nature of the 
authorizing legislation, Fee Demo did 
come with some significant limits on 
the agency’s ability to shakedown the 
public at trailheads. When Congress 
authorized the fee program it limited 
the fees to 100 “areas, sites or projects” 
and made it clear that the purpose of 
the program was to gauge public sup- 
port for coughing up a tithe to visit 
federal lands. Additionally, the fees 
were intended to be collected from 
recreational users, not from activists 
attempting to influence federal land 
management policies. 

With the sound of cash registers 
ringing in their ears, the Forest Ser- 
vice quickly proceeded to ignore all 
of these limitations on their ability to 
fleece the sheep. Trail fee signs went 
up at more than 1,400 trailheads in 
the Pacific Northwest. Paying the fee 
was tallied as supporting the demon- 
stration program, and failure to pay 
the fee was met with a $50 citation. 
Everyone who entered a fee site was 


= 


charged regardless of whether their 
visit was recreational, educational, 
political or spiritual. 


Gimme Money! 

As implemented on the ground, 
the Fee Demo program is as ethically 
bankrupt and physically destructive 
as the rest of the Forest Service’s 
treatment of our lands. You know 
what they say about trying to teach 
an old dog new tricks. 

According to the government’s 
General Accounting Office, about 20 
percent of the fees collected go to- 
ward “administration” of the pro- 
gram. In this case “administration” 
is a euphemism for SUVs, guns and 
law enforcement officers. 

When the remaining trail fee dol- 
lars do get spent on “site improve- 
ments,” the projects often involve 
widening or paving existing 
trails, erecting large plastic 
signs and cutting down “haz- 
ard trees.” Hazard trees are 
the Forest Service term for 
standing snags, perhaps the 
most valuable habitat for mi- 
gratory songbirds and a vari- 
ety of cavity-nesting species. 
Oh yeah, and sometimes they 
spend the dough on making 
bigger parking lots. 


Roads and Trails 

While the maintenance 
backlog for logging roads on 
federal lands is over the bil- 
lion dollar mark, the Forest 
Service prefers to speak about 
the cost of maintaining “rec- 
reational opportunities” in 
the forest. This is much like if 
you or I often spoke of the need to 
cut down on our meager food budget 
by dumpstering while continuing to 
make monthly payments on several 
sports cars. The real Forest Service 
budget crunch has nothing to do 
with maintaining hiking trails. 

In the Willamette National Forest 
for example, back in 1960 there were 
1,600 miles of hiking trails in the 
forest, and over the next 30 years the 
trail mileage actually shrank by 300 
miles. During this same period, the 
miles of logging roads in the forest 
skyrocketed from 1,800 to over 6,600. 
While hikers are expected to pay to 
subsidize the agency’s recreation bud- 
get, the timber industry is off the 


hook for the massive costs of main- 
taining their bloated network of log- 
ging roads. But don’t hold your 
breath waiting for officer Pino to 
start shaking down Boise Cascade for 
the costs of maintaining the logging 
road system. 


Adios Wilderness 

The spectacular Hardesty Mountain 
trail system provides a particularly 
tragic window into the Forest Service 
mindset regarding who should be 
charged for what. During the Salvage 
Rider, timber planner Wayne Kleckner 
of the Cottage Grove Ranger District 
had carte blanche to log old growth 
and roadless areas wherever he saw 
fit. Where he saw fit was in the middle 
of the Hardesty Roadless area. Well, 
how do you yard big Doug fir fatties 
out of the middle of a roadless area? 


NORTHWEST 
FOREST PASS 


Dont Buy It! 


Wayne put on his thinkin’ cap and 
came up with the idea of putting a 
logging road over the Hardesty Way 
trail leading smack dab into the 
middle of the roadless area. But what 
if the logging company doesn’t want 
to eat the expenses of punching a 
road into the middle of a rugged wil- 
derness? Well ya give them credits to 
log more big old trees via the pur- 
chaser road credit program! 
Nowadays if you were to hike on 
Hardesty Mountain, the agency will 
charge you five dollars at the 
trailheads for the privilege. It really 
is the best of all possible worlds, the 
USFS paid the timber industry to 
wipe out trails and then charges the 


public to use the trails that remain. 
Machiaveli would be envious. 


Legal Smackdown 

It was only a matter of time before 
someone noticed that the Forest Ser- 
vice was abusing the Fee Demo pro- 
gram as if it were a pifata full of 
cheap booze and cigarettes. In our 
case, the federal magistrate oversee- 
ing the proceedings held that the 
agency had clearly overstepped its 
authority by charging at over 1,400 
trailheads when Congress had only 
authorized the demonstration 
project for 100 “areas, sites or 
projects.” Big victory right? Wrong. 

When it became clear that the 
agency was going to lose the case, 
they managed to get their friends in 
Congress to eliminate the “100 
project” restriction on their cash cow. 
So much for the “demonstra- 
tion” angle on Fee Demo. It’s 
pretty much standard operat- 
ing procedure when the For- 
est Service loses a case for 
them to attempt to change 
the rules rather than their 
behavior. Would that we were 
all so well connected! 

Furthermore, the agency is 
appealing the magistrate’s 
holding to the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Fortunately, 
there’s a good chance they 
will lose there as well. 


Fight the Power 

So where things stand right 
now is that if you’ve paid a 
trail fee in the past several 
years or if you’ve been hit 
with a citation, you might 
want to consider asking for your 
money back. Next fiscal year the “100 
project” limit will be lifted, but for 
now the Fred’s really can’t enforce 
the program. Feel free to reference 
USA v. Siart, number F22 97624. Be 
aware that this could change should 
we lose on appeal. 

Also, the mother-of-all trail fee 
fights is brewing in Congress this 
year. A lot of folks who are wiser than 
I believe that the Fee program will 
either be killed or made permanent 
this session. Get the latest from Wild 
Wilderness, 248 NW Wilmington 
Ave., Bend, OR97701; (S41) 385-5261; 
www.wildwilderness.org. 
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NEOLIBERALISM AT WORK 
IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH, 


OR, THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE EATS 


THE MIXED MESOPHYTIC FOREST FOR FUN AND PROFIT! 


BY john johnson, KATUAH EARTH First! 


The forces of global capitalism are busily eating the 
native forests of the Southeastern US at an alarming rate. 
These beautiful, biologically diverse forests are being 
converted to monoculture pine plantations, and the fiber 

extracted from them is being used in the pulp, paper and 
engineered lumber industry. Rampant clearcutting is 
decimating wildlife habitat, degrading ecosystem health 


and impacting water, air and soil quality. Saw mills and. 


now pulp mills are closing down—causing widespread — 
and economic chaos in rural communities. 


The Southeast produces 75 percent of the US wd ; 


fiber supply and 25 percent of the world’s fiber supply: 
The corporations operating in the 


is also sourced from the many small national and state forests 
across the Southeast. 

The mixed hardwood forests of the Southeast are some of 
the most biologically diverse and significant forests in North 
America. The forest of the Cumberland and Appalachian 
Plateau has been named the “mixed mesophytic” by eminent 
ecologist E. Lucy Braun. It is thought to be the “mother 
forest” of thegreat eastern North America hardwood forests. 
The forests of the American South give rise to river systems 


_thatarenow being recognized as some of the most biodiverse 


acaanle ecosystems on the planet. 

~ Southeastern forests were just starting to recover from 
the'cut and tun timber boom of the late 1800s and early 
pulp and paper industry decided to 
efocus its operations in the South, The 


Southeast include (British owned) The globa tp. erent Southern forest types are pretty 
Bowater Inc., International Paper (the means disruption t a lient, but whether or not they can 
largest paper company in the world), , sover from another round of 
Weyerhaeuser (infamous exporter of death for local commun nsustainable cutting remains to be seen. 
raw logs and woodchips from the Pacific economies and especially or The American South, like many places 
Northwest), Willamette (also from the _ the natural Ema that cross the globe, is considered a mere 


Pacific Northwest), Fulghum Fibers 
(international manufacturer, of chip 
mills—based in Georgia), Boise Cascade, Canal Wood a 


wood and fiber broker), Georgia Pacific and the Mead © 


Corporation. Kimberly Clark has closed its paper mill 
Mobile, Alabama, while maintaining its wood chip expo! 
facilities at the port. 

The most insidious and unregulated arm of the neoliberal 
pulp and paper globalists are “remote-sourcing, high capacity” 
chip mills. Chip mills have spread across the Southeastern 
landscape like a plague of locusts, devouring important forest 
ecosystems and leaving degraded landscapes in their wake. 
The wood chips are used for domestic pulp and paper 
production, as a fiber 
source for rayon, for 
engineered wood 
products and for export 
tothe global marketplace. 
The chip mills are 
indiscriminate as to 
where the trees come 
from. Some logs come 
from corporate land, but 
most comes from small 
landholders and tree 
farmers bamboozled by 
industrial foresters into 
fiber production for the 
quick buck. Some wood 


Giant clearcut in Humphrey County in Tennessee 
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esource colony to the forces of global 
pits. The transnational 


ith massive profits and pleasing 
. ts and investors up on Wall 

et and at other financial centers. 

_ Inthe late ‘80s and early ‘90s, Champion International 


bitterly complained about regulation of its pollution of 


the Pigeon River in the Smoky Mountains. The company 
repeatedly told its employees and residents of Canton, 
North Carolina (a typical Southeastern company town), 
that it would have to close the paper mill if 
environmental restrictions were enacted to protect the 
Pigeon River. This 
caused much hostility 
between Canton, 
environmentalists and 
the communities that 
had to live downstream 
from the discharge 
pipe. Now Champion 
has sold the mill—so 
much for commitment 
to the community. The 
river is still being 
polluted, despite a so- 
called technological 
improvement in the 
wastewater treatment. 


aouvyyy poomSoq Jo Asaynoo ojyoyd 


continued on page 39 
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BY JASON TOCKMAN, 
AMERICAN LANDS ALLIANCE 


A new forest- -destroying trade . 
agreement is headed for an ecosystem 


near you. The Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA), a trade deal 
covering the entire Western 
Hemisphere except Cuba, threatens 
to further undermine the 
hemisphere’s forests by accelerating 
industrial clearcut logging; 
weakening protection from invasive 
species and genetically»modified 
organisms (GMOs) and binding the 
hands of countries from using various 
policy tools for the conservation of 
forests. These risks stem from the 
replication of many of the most 
ecologically destructive provisions 
contained in the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and 
the World Trade Organization. 
However, the FTAA will be even 
worse for the environment. 


More clearcut logging of 
ancient forests 

Logging pressures on native 
forests, including the conversion 
of primary forests to tree 
plantations, would increase, in 
critical regions of the hemisphere Ss 


as aresult of the elimination of tariffs : 


(import taxes) on forest products. 
According toa US government study, 
this is most likely to impact the 
globally significant old-growth 
temperate forests of Chile, which 
harbor high levels of biological 
diversity. It is feared that the easing 
of barriers to trade would trigger Boise 
Cascade to restart its plans to 
construct the world’s largest chip 
mill adjacent to Chile’s pustine 
Valdivian rainforests. oe 


: Elimination of domestic 


forest protections oe 
Under draft FTAA rules, fasclen 


corporations would be empowered to 
“sue governments when they feel that 


their ability to earn a profit from their 
investment is inhibited by forest 
managementand protection standards, 
or by the return of land to indigenous 
peoples. These “investor protection” 
suits insure against not. only 
“exproptiation,” or direct taking, of 
corporate profits, but also against 
environmental safeguards that are 
deemed to be “tantamount to» 


expropriation.” This vague standard, - 
well in excess of US laws protecting» 
private property, has been left to the 
interpretation of unelected and secretive - 


oroditer Hondaeas 4 or Pehictasing 


requirements designed to protect forests. 
Forexample, the FTAA could strikedown. 
the laws requiring preferential 
purchasing. of ee paper that have 
acted by" 20 states, or the 

at Ariz alee Tennesseeand 


of wood jrarcetied Hom opical 
rainforests, FTAA rules could als¢ ent 
countries from enacting “quantita 
restrictions,” or quotas, on- 
importation of wood” ‘products, 
including the massive influx of heavily 
subsidized softwood lumber now 
».coming into the US from Canadian old- 
- growth forests. 
- Under the draft language governing 


peeererecment, governments would 


surrender adjudication over forest 
protection safeguards to unelected 
international tribunals. The 


raihil ts ts ae . 
eas = participation of non-governmental 


overturn environmen al laws and 


pursue awards of up to one billion 


dollars. Under FTAA rules, countri 


would be impeded from strengthening 


If the draft text is 
accepted, nations will be 
required to allow the 
patenting of GMO’s 


their forest protection standards, since © 


timber companies could Peruse SHED, 
a7 ‘compensation for profits lost. 


Also under the proposed text, nations 
eer "gc Otte from enacting — 
io ons s for forest protection, such — 


threats embodied in the draft FTAA 


8 organizations in FTAA tribunals will 
g probably not .be permitted, even 
; the’ binding decisions by. 
“neutral panels” are not subject to 
appeal and favor the removal of 
environmental laws where they may, 


the draft text is pecepted,) 
i li be pe 2g to alow 


text, as released in July 2001. 
Emphasize that a vote for more NAETA- 
style trade deals is a vote for 
_ environmental and forest destruction. 
‘Write to your representative at US 
House of Representatives, Washington, 
DC 20515; and your senator at US 
Senate, Washington, DC.20510,.* 
For more info, contact 
Jason tockman (740) 594- 5441; 
tockman@americanlands.org. - 
To read the draft online, 
‘www. ftaa- alca. ReRnedien 
Ces doc. . 


visit 


RebeacieAdaten 2002 Earth First! Page 7 


: ee REACHES 


It began on Decem- 

ber 18 and spread to 

the suburbs of Buenos 

Aires. Food riots and 

other examples of direct 

action were reported 

throughout northeastern 

Argentina—in Buenos 

Aires, Cordoba and Rosari. 

Looting occurred at several stores and supermarkets. Thou- 

sands of poor Argentineans banged pots and pans, de- 

manding food outside of businesses, only to face state 

repression. Stores were counseled by the government to 

not give food out independently, but often the clamor of 

the people forced them to. Argentina is Latin America’s 

third largest economy, but in recent years it has been in 

serious economic crisis. The unemployment rate of the 

country is 20 percent and 2,000 people a day fall below the 

poverty line. The week prior to the rioting, a general strike 
and road blockades were gaining momentum. 

These food riots quickly turned into massive anti-gov- 
ernment demonstrations as more than one million people 
in Buenos Aires, out of more than two and a half million, 
marched through the streets demanding an end to the 
neoliberal economic policies of the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) and the 2002 austerity plan. In order to 
pay back IMF loans, poor nations are forced to accept 
Structural Adjustment Programs (SAP’s) which mean the 
gutting of social services and infrastructure. Argentina is 
$155 billion in debt, and the neoliberal economy has 
meant suffering for the vast majority of Argentineans. 

When the government began to see the food insurgency 
for the threat it really was, it immediately tried to crack 
down on the revolt. Confrontations between demonstra- 
tors and police in Cordoba and La Plata became common, 
leaving 28 dead, hundreds injured and thousands arrested. 
It’s unfortunate that these 28, who died fighting capitalist 
globalization as Carlo Guiliani did, aren’t given nearly as 
much attention in activist circles. 

The government declared a “state of siege.” Assembled 
groups of three or more people were made illegal and all 
constitutional rights were disbanded. The army decided 
not to aid in the repression of the populace, which led to 
a serious crisis. At this time many cabinet ministers 
resigned, and Argentina was in utter chaos. 

On December 20, President Fernando De la Rua and the 
Economy Minister Cavallo, adamantly pro-privatization, 
resigned after two years in office. De la Rua fled into a 
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helicopter to save himself from the anger of the demonstra- 
tors surrounding the Presidential Palace. The “Pink Palace,” 
the Argentinean equivalent to the White House, had been 
taken over by the people. There was an air of defiance, but 
also of hope as the corrupt administration was toppled. This 
looked like a potentially revolutionary situation and the 
question became: What are we going to do next? Various 
answers came from different sectors of the population. 

Hundreds of demonstrators clashed with security forces 
outside of the Congress building when Argentina’s con- 
gress named Eduardo Duhalde president (the fifth within 
two weeks) on January 1, 2002 to serve until the 2003 
presidential elections. This was clearly a move to maintain 
capitalist social “peace” and to prevent an insurrection. 
Duhalde, an old style Peronist, was forced to make cautious 
statements and to make some sort of concessions to the 
people, with empty platitudes about “populism.” Hundreds 
of police surrounded the Plaza de Mayo to quell the unrest. 

Duhalde is a former governor of Buenos Aires whose 
government was frequently charged with corruption. Jorge 
Ocampo, a 38-year old electrician said, “The problem is 
that there aren’t any alternatives; our political leaders are 
all either scarred by charges of corruption or seen as part of 
the system.” It’s clear that nothing at all will be changed 
through electing a new ruler, and what is required is 
complete social transformation. 


SAP-ping the Lives of the People 

Privatization in the 1990s under President Menem led to 
massive layoffs and price increases for public utilities, such 
as electricity and phones. The IMF made it clear that they 
were not going to lend Argentina money. In December 
2001, people not wanting their pesos to be devalued 
rushed to the banks to convert the pesos to dollars on a 
one-to-one rate. Economy Minister Cavallo made a law 
limiting the withdrawals to $1,000 a month, angering the 
middle class. This is one reason why the middle class has 
joined the demonstrations. Very few people in Argentina 
have money in the banks, and the impoverished masses are 
making more radical demands than the middle class; 
fighting for the end of capitalist injustice and for a truly 
democratic, humane and just society. 

Mark Weisbrot, co-director of the Center for Economic and 
Policy Research, a Washington DC based think-tank writes: 
“For 20 years now, Latin America has followed Washington’s 
advice and slashed tariffs, swallowed IMF austerity plans and 
sold off tens of billions of dollars of state assets to foreigners.” 

continued on page 40 


Wip Rockies EF! IN THE BrrrerRooT! | 


BY GRUMBLE 


This year the new administra- 
tion has launched an all-out cam- 
paign to dramatically increase the 
amount of logging occurring on 
national forests. The sale that will 
make or break this boondoggle in 
the Northern Rockies is the gigan- 
tic Bitterroot Fire Restoration 
Project on the Bitterroot National 
Forest. The agency is using the fires 
that burned in the 2000 season as 
an excuse to implement one of the 
largest logging operations ever pro- 
posed on a single national forest. 
The US Forest Service (USFS) has 
issued an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the project. On 
December 17 Mark Rey, under-sec- 
retary of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, signed the record of decision 
for the Bitterroot Restoration 
project. The decision mandated the 
destruction of 41,000 acres 
through the use of industrial log- 
ging on 763 units and exempted 
the sale from the normal appeals 
processes. Shortly there after, a coa- 
lition of environmental groups 
filed for and received a temporary 
restraining order, from District Fed- 
eral Judge Molloy, preventing the 
agency from implementing the 
project. On January 7 Judge Molloy 
ordered the Bitterroot National For- 
est to follow the normal appeals 
process as mandated by Congress. 
The Judge, however, left the agency 
with a loophole through which it 
could exempt 4,800 acres from the 
stay of action pending the resolu- 
tion of the appeal. This means that 
the USFS could have contractors 
out logging at any time in the next 
couple of days or weeks. If this 
happens, Wild Rockies Earth First! 
(WREF!) will be in the field engag- 
ing in nonviolent direct action to 
slow or stop the destruction. WREF! 
has made the defense of the Bitter- 
root its top priority. 

The USFS has based its entire jus- 
tification for this sale on the need 
to return the forest to its idea of 
pre-European invasion wildlands. 
The problem is that the Forest Ser- 


vice continues to apply the same 
solution of logging and fire suppres- 
sion that it always has. This is ironic 
due to the fact that the agency says 
these are the very things that have 
caused the forest to become more 
vulnerable to catastrophic wildfire. 
While claiming that it wants to re- 
duce fuel loads in the wildland/ur- 


ban interface, the Forest Service is 
planning most of the units outside 
of that area. The sale includes 
23,938 acres to be logged in roadless 
lands—core bull trout habitat and 
core westslope cutthroat habitat. A 
major problem is that this sale will 
remove most of the biomass that 
will regenerate the soil. The agency 
admits that only 31 percent of the 
logged areas will have effective 
ground cover. The removal of dead 
and green trees is likely to cause 
major mud slides and destruction 
of critical aquatic habitat. The 
project will also remove trees that 
provide foraging and nesting habi- 
tat for many birds that survive in 
burned areas. 

WREF! supports alternative G, 
which was put together by a coali- 
tion of environmental groups and 
residents of the Bitterroot Valley. 
Known as the Conservation and 


Local Economy Alternative, it pro- 
poses a real restoration project for 
the Bitterroot Valley. The proposal 
includes ripping and reconnoiter- 
ing 513 miles of road, some hand 
thinning in the wildland/urban in- 
terface and the creation of a con- 
servation corps to help residents 
create a fire resistance space around 
their homes. This alternative in- 
cludes no commercial logging, 
money to study the effects of fire, 
and emphasizes hiring local folks 
to carry out the much-needed res- 
toration work. It also directs the 
Forest Service to let fire function 
in the ecosystem outside of the 
wildland/urban interface. While 
this proposal makes the most sense, 
the agency is bent on choosing the 
option that includes a massive tim- 
ber giveaway. 

We have been preparing for the 
real possibility of a long-term cam- 
paign in the Bitterroots. WREF! has 
been taking the public on tours of 
the logging areas since June. We 
have given several presentations 
about the issue on college campuses. 
On Halloween we joined Friends of 
the Bitterroot and Native Forest Net- 
work in protesting the sale at Bitter- 
root National Forest headquarters. 
WREF! held an action training camp 
in the Bitterroot Valley in early De- 
cember. We are continuing to do 
field assessments of the proposed 
cutting units in support of the law- 
suit. But with logging on the imme- 
diate horizon we are also preparing 
for direct action. 

Please come out and join us this 
Winter and Spring. This is a struggle 
that we must engage in to save the 
largest intact ecosystem in the lower 
48 states from a plague of misguided 
and destructive timber sales. We 
are in desperate need of your help. 
WREF! can provide you with free 
food, training and a great time in 
the Wild Rockies. We need dona- 
tions of cash, cold weather gear, 
coffee, tea, energy bars, batteries 
and bulk food. To get involved, 
contact WREF!, POB 1742, Missoula, 
MT 59806; (406) 549-8863; 
wref@wildrockies.org. 
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News from the Desert! 


BLM Protects Endangered Bighorn Sheep 
Habitat from Off-Road Vehicles 


On November 30, Greg Thomsen, US Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) El Centro field office manager, season- 
ally closed two environmentally harmful roads crossing 
public land in the Coyote Mountains, near the San Diego/ 
Imperial County line, from January 1 until June 30. 


Frontlines 


_ Environmental protesters march in London 
British protesters marched through London on De- 
cember 8 to demonstrate their opposition to President 
Bush’s policy on global warming. The Campaign Against 
Climate Change, organizer of the event, called Bush a 
“climate terrorist” and urged him to join other world 
leaders in committing themselves to the 1997 Kyoto 
_. Protocol calling on about 40 industrialized nations to 
| limit carbon emissions or cut them to below 1990 
levels. The US has rejected the accord, calling it harm- 
ful to the economy and unfair because it excuses 
heavily polluting developing countries like India and 
China from any obligation. 
The protesters assembled close to the embassies of 
_ Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Afghanistan, three countries 
__ Stricken by extreme weather events related to global cli- 
_ mate change. Letters from the marchers detailing their 
_ concerns were handed in to the embassies. 
__. The marchers, bound for the US Embassy, handed out 
leaflets, carried large banners and pushed along a huge 
_ inflatable globe. Other organizations participating in the 
march were Friends of the saat! People and Planets and 
: of : Globalize Resistance. 
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Winter and Spring are critical biological times for sheep 
to give birth and raise newborn lambs, and Carrizo Peak 
within the Coyote Mountains is a known important 
lambing site. 

This wildlife recovery action arises out of a landmark 
agreement between the BLM, the Center for Biological 
Diversity, the Sierra Club, Public Employees for Environ- 
mental Responsibility and five off-road groups to protect 
more than 24 species and their habitat across the 25- 
million-acre California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 


In Mojave, Tortoise and Milkvetch Delay 
Expansion of Army Base 

The US Army’s Fort Irwin National Training Center in 
Southern California is attempting to expand into im- 
portant desert habitat. But efforts to expand the train- 
ing ground are being delayed by two endangered spe- 
cies, the desert tortoise and a plant called the Lane 
Mountain milkvetch. Environmentalists and wildlife 
biologists say they fear that the mock combat will 
further imperil the species. 

Military bases already occupy about 25 percent of the 
more than seven million acres of tortoise habitat in the 
western Mojave Desert. The land currently at issue is 
home to two-thirds of the known population of the 
Lane Mountain milkvetch. 

Regional environmental groups have vowed to make sure 
that the US Army complies with all federal environmental 


ALF Hits Marshall Farms — 

On the evening of December 5, the Animal © 
Liberation Front (ALF) raided Marshall Farms in 
upstate New York, rescuing 30 dogs and 10 fer- 
rets. The ALF released a communiqué on Decem- 
ber 6 taking responsibility for the action, stating 
they had outsmarted “constant security patrols... 
scaled the electrified fence” and had broken. 
through one of the 50 animal shed doors to carry 
out the rescue operation. a 

Marshall Farms is a breeder of beagles and ferrets for 
animal research laboratories across the US, including | 
Huntingdon Life Sciences where workers havebeen caught 
punching puppies in the face, shaking them and on . 
ing them against walls. 

Marshall Farms has been cited for numerous 
USDA and federal Animal Welfare Act violations © 
over the past several years, including not meet- _ 
ing bare minimum requirements, failure to pro- — 
vide dogs with proper veterinary care, inadequate _ 
cleanliness and surgical procedures, violations | 
of transport regulations, hat ea sanitation aoe 
inadequate space. a oe 


protection laws. This regulatory process, topped with liti- 
gation, will hopefully significantly slow the Army in its 
expansionist plans. 


Proposed Gold Mine will Wreck Public Land 
and Tribe’s Cultural Heritage 

Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton is poised to 
allow the destruction of 1,600 acres of a fragile desert 
ecosystem at Quechan Indian Pass in the California 
Desert Conservation Area. A Canadian mining com- 
pany, Glamis Gold, Ltd., wants to dig a mile-wide, 
800-foot-deep, open-pit, cyanide leach, gold mine in 
the desert. The proposed mine would destroy Native 
American sacred sites, cultural artifacts, trail net- 
works, petroglyphs, ancestral grounds and 55 
archaeological sites eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Almost a year ago, outgoing Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbit caved in to public pressure and denied 
the permit to mine. This past November saw Norton, 
true to form, reversing Babbit’s denial and reopening 
the permitting process for Glamis. 

In a truly hypocritical stance, Norton, who 
has criticized Babbit for ignoring public senti- 
ment on natural resource issues, doesn’t seem 
to care that the Quechan Tribe, local, state and 
federal elected officials, concerned citizens and 
environmentalists have all been vocal in their 
opposition to the proposed gold mine. 

Quechan Tribal Council President Mike Jackson, 
Sr., was quoted in the December 28 edition of the 
Wall Street Journal, as saying, “The Bush administra- 


Frontlines - 


XKioseville EFlers Arrested for Antiwar Bill- 


board Action 

Two Knoxville, Tennessee, activists were arrested No- 
vember 15 after hanging an antiwar banner on a US 
Cellular billboard during rush hour traffic. 

Parrin De Jong and Tiffany Hartung were arrested and 
charged with criminal trespassing two hours after they 


climbed up to post their sign which read: “War (does not. 


equal) Justice, War = Terror, Stop This War.” 
The protest was staged by Earth First!, Food Not Bombs 
and the Knoxville Area Coalition for Compassion, Justice 


and Peace, inane to doses aac, Doctor! iets for | 


- the protesters. — 
>The is a peaceful, eoarolea: protest against the 


, war,” Larson said. “We’re not pagainst America defending _ 
itself against terrorism, but we’re seme America i . 


innocent people.” 


o Three Thousand Protest at UK Beso Statignn: 
- On December 1, about 3,000 people turned out for - 
lobal-warming protests at Esso (Exxon Mobil 

* US) ” stations Naat ie UK and Ire- 


tion is laughing at us. They’re saying, ‘We don’t give a 
damn about your history.’” Willa Scott, a member of the 
Quechan Tribe’s Culture Committee, has stated, “If these 
sites are destroyed, we will lose our ability to pass down our 
beliefs... We will have lost our cultural gatherings, funeral 
rituals, singing, story-tellings and teachings. Without these 
practices, our people will lose the most important part of 
who we are.” 

The 25-million acre CDCA was created by Congress 
in 1976 to protect significant scenic and biologically 
important areas in the southeastern corner of the 
state, including lands in Imperial, San Diego and Los 
Angeles counties. The conservation area extends from 
the Mexican border north to Death Valley and the 
eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains. 


A 1997 Earth First! protest 


land. A press release from the organization Stop Esso 
called the Stop Esso Day “a huge success, with thou- © 
sands of people turning out in force across the coun- © 


try and boycotting 300 Esso garages, all very Bicbties 


and friendly.” 
Drivers approaching Esso garages were greeted by boy- : 


-cotters, some dressed in tiger and polar bear suits. Mem- _ 
_bers of the public spontaneously joined in the protests, _ 


and in a couple of instances even the: police voiced 
support for the protesters. s 

“Today Esso has been on the sharp end of the biggest : 
global warming protest the UK has ever seen. And this is 


just the beginning. If Esso chooses to wreck the climate, — 
- we can all choase to boycott Esso,” said cindy Baxter of 
Stop Esso. 


According to Stop Esso, “Esso has used its power and 
wealth to run a 10-year campaign of dirty tricks to 


international agreement to stop global warming. Esso . 


did more than any other company to ensure that Presi- — 
dent Bush ditched the Kyoto treaty. Esso continues to — 

_ deny that fossil fuels are causing climate ook and ~ 
spends zero dollars on renewable energy.” — 


Febuary-March 2002 Earth First! Page 11 


uosiayyyg po1uvg dq ojoyd 


sabotage the Kyoto global warming treaty, the only | 


BY K 


I was snug in my sleeping bag in a 
hanging hut in the ancient forest 
canopy of the rainforest of the Pa- 
cific Northwest. And just be- 
fore I was asleep, I 
felt a light, 
shivery 
weight on 
my legs. It 
was tick- 
lish, the 
way the 
little feet 
quivered with 
energy, the creature 
so high on life, on curi- 
osity, on the will to sur- 
vive, as it travels the 
branches in its nightly forage 
for food. 

Startled by quivering-creature- con- 
tact, I shifted and sat up. The rodent 
scampered up the tree, but just a little 
ways. Realizing I had been visited by a 
Northern flying squirrel, I smiled and 


At Home with the Flying Squirrels 


bade it good night and again nestled 
down feeling safer and more comfort- 
able in my treetop bed knowing the 


natives felt comfortable approaching 
me. Then it ran up my body and wel- 


Anti-GM Action Destroys Thousands of Potatoes at 


New Zealand Lab 

On January 10, thousands of genetically modified (GM) potatoes were 
destroyed at Crop and Food Research (CFR) in Lincoln, New Zealand. CFR 
chief executive Dr. Paul Tocker said damage from the attack amounted to 
$200,000 to $300,000 and could cost the research institute 10 times as much 
in lost opportunities because it had set some of the research back three years. 

Saboteurs cut their way through a greenhouse wall then systematically 
hacked off plant tops and emptied potted plants into garbage bags. 

- The action follows warnings by anti-genetic engineering activists who 
vowed to rip GM plants out of the ground in response to the government’s 
decision to not extend a moratorium on field trials. 

The activists got past security measures taken by Crop and Food after a 1999 

attack on GM crops at their facility. 

CFR researcher Margy Gilpin, whose program was most severely affected by 
the attack, said, “Ironically, our program is studying genetic techniques to 
help us find better ways of non-GM potato improvement. Because the plants 
have now been either destroyed or cannot be accurately identified, we will be 

unable to do ie tests to vey all the science progress we’ve made over the 


last three years.” 
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comed me face to furry face. I think 
I’m going to stay awhile! Then briefly 
and tentatively, a flying squirrel sat 
on my face. 

The next morning | 
watched a pair of 

these wing- 
flapped ro- 
dents as 
they sat 
on our 
porch 
check- 
ing out 
us and 
our food. 

Our food 
secured in 
buckets, 
they settled 

for gnawing on 
newsprint. They 
looked at us bravely 
with black eyes that said, “Okay, 
you can stay.” 

There is no question who is a guest 
in whose home here. Have you ever 
seen a flying squirrel “fly”? A flying 
squirrel can leap from a tree branch 
and glide up to 200 feet downwards 
through the canopy to another tree. 
They glide on flaps of skin that unfold 
between their forearms and their sides. 

They can steer themselves left and 
right as they glide, and as they land 
their flaps come all the way out like 
parachutes and they land gently and 
stealthily on a branch. They can also 
dive-bomb. 

I’m sitting 150 feet up between the 
massive trunks of two magnificent old- 
growth Douglas fir trees and one old 
hemlock. This 96 acres of publicly 
owned, rare, low-elevation, old-growth 
forest is slated to be clearcut by Zip-O- 
Sawmills of Eugene, Oregon. This area 
was once set aside and protected as a 
critical habitat for the Northern spot- 
ted owl. The spotted owl is an indica- 
tor species, which means its decline is 
a reflection of the decline of many 
other rare species that are dependent 


on old-growth forests. 

The Forest Service is breaking the 
law by logging US Fish and Wildlife 
Service designated “critical habitat” 
and by not surveying for rare and 
sensitive species. However, the Forest 
Service continues to maintain that 
Congress has given them the author- 
ity to break the laws in order to put out 
the annual yield in board feet that 
they have promised to industry. 

Since the Northern flying squirrel, 
prime spotted owl food, is not consid- 
ered “threatened,” their habitat is con- 
sidered expendable by Congress, 
though the truth is that the unpro- 
tected old-growth patches of this for- 
est are one last sancturary for these 
beautiful native aeronauts. 

And since a squirrel rarely ranges 
beyond a 30-acre area, these Fall Creek 
flying squirrels certainly will die. We, 
their human relations, can help them 
by living with them in the trees. You 
can help us by sending a message to 
your federal representatives: Stop log- 
ging our public lands! 

lam not uncomfortable or unhappy 
here on this dark Winter night, on a 
hanging cushioned platform with a 
tarp roof, listening to the radio and 
writing by candlelight. 

I am not cold or hungry; there is 
nothing I need that I don’t have. I 
don’t have any money, but what would 
I do with that up here? 

When I go to bed and blow out the 
candles, a flying squirrel might ap- 
proach me and run across my face. It 
might even bust into the flour bag by 
my head again. I don’t mind, I like the 
little critters. 

As comfortable and happy as lam in 
their home, I know there are plenty of 
other places I could go on this Earth 
and survive. Not so for the flying squir- 
tels. If we leave the treetops, their 
homes are coming down. Our depar- 
ture would leave the squirrels at the 
mercy of the US Forest Service and Zip- 
O-Sawmill trying to make a quick buck. 

And the trees would fall. And the 
Squirrels would fly from tree to tree. 
Tree after tree would fall and still they 
would flee, until nothing was left but 
the few sparsely separated trees marked 
orange in spray paint around their 
trunks, the diseased trees, the dead 
snags, the “not suitable for timber 
harvest” rejects. 

But these would be few and far be- 


tween, further than a flying squirrel 
can fly. And there’s nowhere to go, 
nothing to eat in the air or on the 
ground and there are giant industrial 
machines turning and churning all 
around. The flying squirrels have no- 
where to fly, and so they die. 

How could we possibly leave these 
trees, knowing the flying squirrels and 
their plight? 

People tell me I’m wasting my time, 
to get a “real job” and to live in the 
“real world.” But what could be more 
real than the wind and the rain, the 
sway of a big ancient tree, mountains 
in the distance, red-clouded sunset, 
the hoot of an owl or growl in the 
night and the fluttery, fidgety feeling 
of furry little feet on my face and in 
the flour. 

This story was written in the trees in 
Fall Creek in 1998 and appeared in the 
Winter 2001/2002 edition of the Green 
Canopy newsletter from the Cascadia 
Forest Defenders. It was recently pub- 
lished in the new book, A Tree is My 
Friend (Arboreous Amorous): Poems, 
Stories, Thoughts, Images, collected by 
Lee Murray, available online at 
www.ncf.ca/~bh295/treesong.html. 


Fall Creek Update 


In 1999, a lawsuit by a coalition 
of environmental groups forced 
the Forest Service to survey for 
sensitive species including the red 
tree vole (see EF!] December-Janu- 
ary 2002). A new Changed Cir- 
cumstances report was issued on 
January 15 indicating wildlife buff- 
ers for the red tree vole have been 
set up as a result of information 
submitted to the Forest Service by 
Fall Creek’s Red Cloud Thunder 
tree-sitters and Oregon Forest Re- 

_ search and Education Group activ- 
ists. Twenty-five out of the origi- 
nal 96 acres in the sale are still in 
danger of being cut. Activists are 

_ continuing to press hard for com- 
plete cancellation of the timber 
sale and continue to occupy the 

_ forest. The timber industry has re- 
cently filed a lawsuit to undermine 
_ the Survey and Manage protocols 
_ andreduce protection for sensitive 
“species. To learn more about the 
campaign to save Fall Creek, visit 
www.tree-sit. eal = 


Bare fines 


NAFTA Commission 
Warns of Widespread 
Environmental Crisis 


“North Americans are faced with 
the paradox that many activities on 
which the North American economy 
is based impoverish the environment 
on which our well-being ultimately 
depends,” says a report titled The 
North American Mosaic by the North 
American Free Trade Agreement’s 
(NAFTA) Commission for Environ- 
mental Co-operation of North 
America. The report issued warnings 
on the environmental effects of over- 
consumption, global warming, the 
unsustainable use of resources, de- 
struction of old-growth forests and 
loss of biodiversity. It stressed the 
importance of looking at environ- 
mental problems from a continental 
perspective and it urged Canada, 
Mexico and the US to work together 
to protect their shared environment. 

* The report also found that 235 
species of animals are threatened by 
pollution, human encroachment 
and farming. Half of North America’s 
most diverse eco-regions have been 
severely degraded despite the fact 
that protected space has grown to 
300 million hectares or 15 percent 
of the continental land surface. The 
report concluded that the 
degredation is due to many factors 
including increasing numbers of 
visitors to natural areas, insufficient 
funding to care for protected areas 
and adjacent development that 
merely creates “threatened islands.” 

According to the report, two thou- | 
sand new energy plants, mostly fos- 
sil fuel based, are planned for North 
America. US carbon emissions from 
electricity generation are currently 
more than two billion tons a year 
and are projected to increase be- 
tween 14 and 38 percent by 2007. 

The report urges governments to — 
revise their gross domestic product 
and other economic indicators to 
include the real costs of develop- 
ment and says that governments 
must put an end to “perverse subsi- 
dies” that encourage high consump- 
tion such as subsidies to the fossil 
fuel — 
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DIARY OF A HUNT SABOTEUR 


BY BARRY BIGHORN BRIGADE 


Just eight miles south ofthe interstate 
that links Los Angeles to Phoenix, we 
enter the Kofa. This 660,000-acre wild- 
life refuge was established in 1939 for 
the protection of desert bighorn sheep, 
according to a sign at the entrance. 
Once plentiful throughout the state’s 
arid regions, desert bighorn sheep now 
number only approximately 5,000 ani- 
mals in Arizona. Their decimation is 
the result of competition with livestock 
for food and water and the accompany- 
ing diseases domestic sheep bring. What 
smallpox did to this nation’s indig- 
enous people, diseases like blue tongue 
have done to the nation of bighorn. 

Despite this, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, in collusion with the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, has al- 
lowed 2,000 rams to be shot since the 
hunts began in the 1950s. Although we 
haven’t heard yet how many sheep 
were killed this season, 102 permits 


BY LYNN HAMILTON 


They’re cute. They’re charismatic. They inspire artists. 
But a recent study by scientists at the Archie Carr Center 


over the world, found that green sea turtles are a lot a 
than that. “ 

They also groom the seagrass beds in which th 
keeping the grasses healthy and able to sustain i 
marine animals, including manatees, sharks, fays an 
number of fish that appear on restaurant menus and 
economy. When green sea turtles started disappeae 


started to rot, eventually dying. 

In the absence of grazing by turtles, the long 
grass impede the natural water currents that k 
floor fresh. The long blades also shade the floor 
sun. With less fresh water and light, the base of th 


the grass susceptible to disease anditdies. | 
For many years, scientists looked to other oN tions; 
including pollution and temperature change, tovexplain | 


in the 1980s. 

The true solution to the dead sea grass mystery starts 
with the first attacks on the green sea turtle in the 19th 
century, when they were hunted for food. Modern fishing 
technology, especially the trawl net, continued the work 
of decimating the sea turtle population in the 20th cen- 
tury. Also guilty in the demise of sea turtles generally is 
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were issued for the state of Arizona. 
Seventeen of those were for this “ref- 


uge” which is anything but a refuge. 
December 1, 0900 hrs: We approach 


GREEN SEA TURTLES ARE A KEYSTONE SPECIES 


coastal development, especially development that comes 


during nesting season. Florida, which is a textbook case of 
over-development, became inhospitable to the turtles which 
had traditionally nested there as beachfront condos and 


for Sea Turtle Research, in conjunction with scientists all 
‘Mansions sprang up. 


lished in Science magazine, says that turtles and other 


: “Tas ore 


the strange die-off of the sea grasses that began off Florida : 
with ships, as they were meant to do. 


the Kofa Mountain range from the north 
after changing a tire punctured by the 
sharp lava rock that lies in every direc- 
tion. As we round a bend in the road we 
encounter a camp of several vehicles, a 
horse trailer, mobile homes and canvas 
tents. This is the camp of Desert Creek 
Outfitters, the professional hit men of 
the desert bighorn hunting industry. 
For $6,500, Desert Creek will guide you 
on a 16-day “hunt of a lifetime” com- 
plete with gourmet meals and the vid- 
eotaping of your kill. 

Trophy hunters in Arizona, Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, Utah and New 
Mexico frequently pay tens of thou- 
sands of dollars to hunt desert big- 
horn in an effort to achieve member- 
ship in the North American Sheep 
Hunters Association’s Grand Slam 
Club. Trophy hunters earn this pres- 
tigious title by successfully killing 
each of the five subspecies of North 
America’s bighorn sheep. Of the five, | 
desert bighorn are the rarest, with an 


th bright lights and lots of traffic on the beach at night 


_ Anarticle entitled “Historical Overfishing,” recently pub- 
einarine mammals used to swarm the seas, in numbers that 


Es and whales, now there are only thou- 


ile . lorida is rich in artistic homage to the sea 
ities, along with manatees, whales and dol- 


tinct turtles in heaven, as this statue implies. I want sea 
rtles back here on Earth, swarming the seas and messing 


For more information on sea turtles and current cam- 
paigns to save them, contact the Earth Island Institute, 
(415) 788-3666; www.earthisland.org; or the Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project, (415) 488-0370; www.seaturtles.org. 

Lynn Hamilton is a freelance writer from coastal Georgia. 
Visit her website, www.reptilemom.com. 


estimated national population of 
only 20,000. 

1300 hrs: We reach the summit of a 
rock crag near Owl Head. A hawk sails 
below us as we scope the surrounding 
mountains for hunters. Their tactics are 
basic, spot a ram with a trophy size “full 
curl” set of horns and then stalk quietly 
within high-powered rifle range, usu- 
ally 200 to 400 yards. Our tactics are 
simple, spot for the hunters spotting for 
the sheep and should they approach 
within range, create a disturbance to 
frighten the sheep away. 

1700 hrs: As the sun casts blazing red 
and pink hues on the lava-strewn moufi. 
tain, we scramble into positiona 
Bighorn Pass. No sheep are in ouf 
but three new 4x4 trucks with 
rifle cases attest to the hunters pre 
With visibility fast disappeari 
efforts are rewarded with a welcome 
silence, not the loud crack of a high: 
powered rifle slug hurling towards the 
vital organs of a bighorn ram. 

1900 hrs: We're wearily trudging dot 
out of the rn end a jee trail 


vehicle. From our position we can see 
360 degrees of mountain tops peppered 
with ocotillo, palo verde, saguaro cactus 
and the jojoba bushes desert bighorn 
love to eat. At this vantage point we are 
confident that any approaching hunt- 
ers will be seen. None are. 

1600 hrs: A light breeze has begun to 
blow off the mountain as we begin our 
precarious descent down a steep slope 
of loose lava rock the size of melons. 
Once again, the day’s silence equates 
to the lack of hunter success. This 
year’s opening weekend of desert big- 
season is coming to an 


resources of the’guides 
nters, but what we do not lack is 
ve to give these 17 rams a 
‘hance at life. The legal slaugh- 
rizona’s desert bighorn will con- 
tinue as long as the state’s Fish and 
e Commission continues to be 
tired by hunters and ranchers. Still, 
ngas there are afew humans willing 
eep alive the ancient worldview that 
es bighorn as sacred beings with lives 
of their own and not just trophies on a 


wall, there is hope. 


Our rag tag campaign is the product 

frustration. Our members have at- 
nded countless public hearings to tes- 
tify against the prostitution of ourstate’s 
ildlife to the highest bidder, namely 
the “sportsmen” who dominate public 
policy on wildlife issues at all levels. In 
the defense of bighorn, elk, mountain 
lions, bears, antelope and all other 


hunted wildlife, we, encourage con- 


cerned citizens to take, to the field to 
I rotect Our State’s natutal heritage. All 


t yt in the, way, of ecologically 
; AEE: ae isa good 


ee ry 


Another Eco-Terrorism Bill — 
Representative Darlene Hooley of — 


-Oregonissponsoringabillthat would — 


establish a national ecoterrorism in- — 
formation clearinghouse and increase — 
federal aid for areas with high in-— 


stances of “terrorism.” Hooley claims 


_ that 100 major acts of terrorism have — 


occurred in Oregon in the past 20° 
years, and one-third of those have 


been in the last four years. 


Yet Another Eco-Terrorism 
Bill on the Horizon 


On January 3, Pennsylvania State — 
Senator Joe Scarnati announced that — 
he will introduce a bill that would © 
make protestors pay restitution to — 
businesses interrupted by any act of | 


“ecoterrorism,” in addition to any 


sentences given by local courts. — 


Scarnati defined an offense as “...if 


the person communicates to another 
person a threat to commit, or cause _ 
to be committed, a crime of violence © 


dangerous to human life or destruc- | 


tive to property or business practices, » 
for the primary purpose of express- 
ing a perspective on an environmen- — 


tal cause or natural resource issue.” 


Scarnati proposed the bill in re- — 


sponse to a protest in October 1998 — 
where activists against Willamette _ 
Industries’ clear-cutting methods © 


blocked log haulers trying to deliver — 


logs to a chip mill. 


Jose Bové Sentenced to Six 


Months in Jail 


In December, an appeals court sen- 
tenced French farmer Jose Bové to six — 


months in jail for his role in destroy- — 
ing a crop of genetically modified — 


rice plants in 1999. During the trial 


morethan 100 members of the Farm- — 


_ers’ Confederation disrupted the pro- — 


ceedings and refused to leave the 
courtroom. Judge Patrick Brossier 


delayed his verdict for two hours — 
until riot cops forced the protesters _ 


into the lobby and then used tear gas — 


to make them leave the building. | 


Bové is planning to file a second : 
appeal which could keep him out of — 


jail for up to a year, because under — 


French law defendants do not have © 


to begin serving their sentences until _ 
all iia are SRRAUSES: we 
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House APPROVES MORE WELFARE FOR NUKES 


BY HARVEY WASSERMAN 


If terrorists turn a US nuclear plant 
into a radioactive holocaust, the 
House of Representatives wants you 
to pay for it. But the Senate can still 
say otherwise. 

The House voted..November 28 in 
virtual secrecy to, shield new reactor 


builders from normal insurance liabil- 
ity, even if they lack safety domes'to 


contain radioactive teleases. 

Only a handful of representatives 

were present for the yote. Led by 
Texas Republican Joe Barton and 
Michigan Democrat John Dingell, HR 
2983 sailed through undér.a “suspen« 
sion of rules,” traditionally. used.for 
unanimous resolutions te .rename 
government buildings, proclaim he- 
roes and commemorate holidays. Fae- 
ing a barrage of grfassroots opposi- 
tion, a very cynical nuke caticus used 
the loophole to avoid full debate and 
hide their votes on the free insurance 
tide for a new generation of reactors. 
_ Barton received more than $131,590 
in utility contributions leading up to 
the 2000 election. Dingell got 
$109,679. Dingell is also related by 
marriage to major partners.in Detroit 
Edison, which built the Fermi nuclear 
plant at Monroe, Michigan. 
' Fermi Unit I, a breeder reactor, 
nearly exploded in 1966. That near- 
catastrophe was memorialized in 
John G. Fuller's We Almost Lost De- 
troit, from the Readers Digest Press. 
By official 1982 estimates, such an 
explosion could have killed thou- 
sands of US citizens and done $592 
billion in damage. : 


_ But since 1957, the atomic power 
industry has beenshielded fromsuch 
consequences» Utility presidents:¢6n- 
sidered the’ TeactOrstoo risky, so,a 
pro-nuke Congress passed the Price- 
Anderson Act, limiting the industry’s 
liability. The Act’s current version 
allows public indemnification only 
up to roughly nine billion dollars. 
Private citizens who lose their health, 
families or property would have to 
beg Congress for more. To this day, 
all US homeowner insurance poli- 
cies claim exemption from damage 
caused by a nuclear accident. 

But the public was originally told 
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Price-Anderson was just a “temporary” 
fix until private insurers gained confi- 
dence in reactor safety. The- initial 
exemption was to last justO years. 

That was 44 years ago. A thrice- 
renewed Price-Anderson is now slated 
to’expire in August, 2002. The 103 US 
reactors mow ~ licensed are 
grandfathered under the law. But the 
industry wants a new generation of 
reactors which it says will be perfectly 
safe, even though some of the heavily 
subsidized designs are almost entirely 
untested. Vice President Dick Cheney, 
among others, has made it clear none 
will be built without this publicly 
funded insurance safety net. 

The renewal’s grassroots opposition 
has been deeply embittered..by the 
terrorist attacks of September 11. The 
London Sunday Times reported that the 
fourth hijacked jet, which crashed ina 
Pennsylvania field, may have been 
headed for a nuke. Regulators and the 
industry concede that no US reactor 
containment is designed to withstand 
the crash of a large fuel-laden air- 
plane. But incredibly enough, the new 
Pebble Bed design promoted by HR 
2983 has no containment at all! 

Multiple lawsuits filed in New York 
and elsewhere demand that operating 
nukes be shut down. Reactors over the 
years have routinely flunked a wide 
range of “anti-terrorist” tests even 
though operators in many 
cases had six months warn- 
ing and the tests were essen- * 
tially rigged. 

Severe operating and 
structural problems still 
plague the industry, 
as at. Ohio’s Davis- 
Besse, now in line 
for a rare official in- 
spection. As of to- 
day,,.2,400., central 
Pénnsylvanians 
who can document 
harm from radioac- 
tive releases at the 
1979 Three Mile Is- 
land accident still 
can’t get their cases 
heard in federal 
court. Thus the 
industry’s infamous 
assertion that “no 


one died at Three Mile Island,” with 
which the-plaintiffs:-vehemently dis- 
agree, remains untested. in a public 
jury trial. 

The whole debate is overshadowed 


by the escalating success of wind 


power, the world’s fastest growing 
new source of electricity, which is 
now a five billion dollar industry 
leaping ahead at 25 percent per year. 
Wind-driven kilowatt costs are plum- 
meting, as are those from solar power 
and fuel cells. Conservation and effi- 
ciency measures are already far 
cheaper than reactor output. None 
are subject to terrorist attack. None 
threaten.a radioactive holocaust. 
None require Congressional insur- 
ance immunity. 

This latest Price-Anderson renewal 
must stilbpass the Senate, where the 
Bush-Cheney Administration may at- 
tach it to its larger pro-nuclear en- 
ergy bill. 

Building. new reactors would give 
future terrorists more chances to per- 
petrate a nuclear holocaust at public 
expense. Mandating a design without 
even a simple containment domeraises 
questions of basic sanity. 

What could be more treasonous? 

Harvey Wasserman is author of The 
Last Energy War (Seven Stories Press). 


Depleted Uranium Weapons: another 
Deadly Environmental Legacy of War 


BY ALMOND 


“From the point of view of longevity, 
DU is worse than a land mine. The 
human senses cannot detect it and it can 
cause years of agony and death for 
women, men and children well into the 
future. No law, treaty or custom requires 
the US to decontaminate 
the poisoned Persian 


Gulf environment.” eee F 
: i er oe) 


—Dnr. ROSALIE BERTELL | 

Every nation with a \ 
nuclear industry can 
make depleted ura- 
nium (DU) weapons. 
There are 19 countries 
known to have DU 
weapons, including 
Russia, Turkey, Saudi, 
Arabia, Pakistan, Thai- | 
land, Israel, France and 
the US, with the latter 
being the only country that has used 
DU weapons in war or outside its own 
national borders. 

US military A-10 Warthog ammuni- 
tion and DU shields are dangerous, 
radioactive materials made from 
nuclear waste. DU-tipped ammunition 
has the pyrotechnic ability to burn 
through the steel plating of tanks. 
Seventy percent of the radioactive ma- 
terial is vaporized as it burns. This 
vapor turns into a radioactive dust 
that settles on the soil, water and lungs 


x 
. \ 


A-10 Thunderbolt II “Warthog” 


of nearby people and animals. Eventu- 
ally, it enters the groundwater and the 
food chain. 

DU ammunition has already poi- 
soned Iraq, Kuwait, Serbia, Kosovo, 
Macedonia, Bosnia, Puerto Rico, Af- 
ghanistan, Scotland and the Sudan. 
The UN has classified DU weapons as 
weapons of mass de- 
struction and called 
for banning their 
use. Italy pulled its 
troops out of Kosovo 
because of the leu- 
kemia threat from 
DU. Other European 
countries, including 
Greece and Ger- 
many have called for 
j the banning of DU 
te weapons. The Euro- 

pean Parliament’s 

Green Group de- 
mands a total prohibition on the 
production of DU weapons. 

Federal studies now admit that DU 
ammunition contains isotopes more 
deadly than just uranium-238. The 
studies show the presence of pluto- 
nium-239 which is 200,000 times as 
radioactive as the uranium in DU. 
The US government has known about 
the deadly dangers of DU since 1991 
according to Dr. Doug Rokke, a former 
head of the Pentagon’s DU program. 

continued on next page 
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GM Contamination Spread 
ing Far Afield | 


The Canadian agriculture min- 
istry has monitored genetically 
modified (GM) crops for six years, 
concluding that pollen from GM 
oilseed rape travels farther than 
expected, leading to widespread 
contamination of organic and con- 
ventionally grown seeds. 

Canada’s current safe cone 
distance for GM and non-GM plants 
is 100 meters for growing pedigree 
seed and 175 meters for growing 
seeds for oil or food. The studies 
have shown that pollen can travel at 
least 800 meters, suggesting that GM 
and non-GM crops will have to be 
grown farther apart or in special 
designated zones. : 

The studies also show that some 
GM plants have acquired resistance to. 
more than one herbicide by crossing 
with other GM strains, allowing them 
to survive and reproduce in the fields 
for more than one season. 


GM Insect Tested in US : 


In October, hundreds of geneti- 
cally modified (GM) pink bollworm | 
moths were released into a US De- 
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
cotton field in Phoenix, Arizona. 
In order to prevent the moths from 
escaping into the wild they were 
sterilized and confined to four mesh 
cages which were placed under 
strict security to prevent a 
from activists. : 

The researchers were testing ‘the 
ability of the bollworm moths to pro- | 
duce offspring by inserting a jellyfish _ 
gene that makes them and their larvae 
glow green. The goal is to substitute 

_ the jellyfish gene in the moth with a 
lethal bacterium gene that will be 
passed on to the offspring. Once re- 
leased into the wild the scientists hope 
the GM moths will mate with wild 
moths and decimate the population 
by producing larvae that will die es 
fore they mature. os 

The pink bollworm causes millions : 
of dollars of damage to cotton crops" 
each year and is currently controlled 
with pesticides. The USDAis planning — 
an Environmental Impact Statement 
for an open field test ie the mo 
next baie 
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30mm, DU-tipped ‘anti-tank round—each 
A-10 carries 1,350 rounds 


continued from previous page 
But as recently as April 26, 1999, 
William Arkin, a former US intelli- 
gence officer, stated to the Wash- 
ington Post that people “shouldn’t 
overstate the dangers of DU.” 

Britain has upwards of 100,000 
tons of DU waste piling up at un- 
safe storage sites. Thousands of 
tons have even shown up in local 
landfills. 

In 1997, a British defense paper 
warned, “Inhalation of uranium 
dioxide dust increases the risks of 
lymph, lung and brain cancers.” 
The experiences with leukemia 
death rates following the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster has 
lead many scientists to believe that 
the risks of DU-induced leukemia 
may be 100 times greater than pre- 
vious estimates. 

No one knows how much of the 
former Soviet Union and other 
countries are contaminated with 
DU weapons from bombing prac- 
tices and testing. 

Tomahawk cruise missiles con- 
tain significant amounts of DU— 
just for ballast! More than a dozen 
US cruise missiles struck the Sudan 
in 1998. In the last three years as 
many as 200 cruise missiles have 
struck Afghanistan with their toxic 
cargo. This is nuclear terrorism. 

For more information, contact 
the Military Toxics Project, POB 
558, Lewiston, ME 04243; (877) 
783-5091 toll free; (207) 783-5096 
fax; www.antenna.nl/wise/ura- 
nium/dmtp. 
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Shut Down the ¥-12 | 


National Security Complex! 


BY PALOMA GALINDO 


You may have heard the news con- 
gratulating President Bush on his an- 
nouncement about reducing the US 
nuclear arsenal over the next decade 
from well over 6,000 nuclear weapons 
to around 2,000 “operationally de- 
ployed” weapons. The incentive? The 
US gets away with pulling out of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty which pro- 


hibits “National Missile Defense”— 


the Trojan horse for US weapons in 
space. The real kicker is that the US 
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Crossing the line, 


wouldn’t even be eliminating those 
weapons. They would be put in stor- 
age, ready to be put back on line in 
hours. This point is not lost on Rus- 
sian leaders, who also seek to reduce 
US and Russian stockpiles, but want to 
make sure that the 
reduction is verifi- 
able and irreversible. 

Looking backstage, 
we found that the US 
actually boycotted 
the recent interna- 
tional Conference on 
Facilitating the Entry 
into Force of the 
Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT). 
This sends a clear 
message that the US 
does not plan to 
ratify the CTBT and 


Hiroshima Day 2001, Oakridge 


that it believes this treaty to be irrel- 
evant. As the Native Americans found, 
if there is no power to enforce a treaty, 
the US acts like it no longer exists. 

The US nuclear arsenal is moving 
in a new direction and is being con- 
verted into a leaner, meaner, more 
versatile arsenal of low-yield nuclear 
weapons or mini-nukes. These weap- 
ons would be built to use in cities, 
and with some propaganda prepara- 
tion and back-door pressures, the US 
would eventually get away with first 
use. In the beginning of the war on 
Afghanistan, many 
high-ranking gov- 
ernment officials 
were urging the use 
of mini-nukes. Any 
nation that stands 
against the US could 
be the next Afghani- 
stan. Emergency 
workers attempting 
to enter a recently 
nuked area would 
face widespread fire 
and radioactive fall- 
out. The contamina- 
tion would extend 
for generations into 
the future, damaging all manners of 
living organisms. 

While patriotic fervor continues to 
be stoked, the budget for nuclear weap- 
ons work has gone up again and the 
Department of Energy (DOE) has be- 
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Hiroshima Day march in Oakridge, Tennessee 
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gun the process of rebuilding the 
Nuclear Weapons Complex. The Y-12 
National Security Complex in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, has started a 10-year, 
four-billion-dollar modernization plan 
calling for complete replacement of 
the weapons manufacturing facilities. 
The new facilities will be more stream- 
lined, allowing a higher output in a 
shorter amount of time. 

Y-12 is the last full-scale nuclear 
weapons production facility in the US. 
With unique weapons manufacturing 
capabilities, Y-12 is responsible for the 
thermonuclear subassembly for all US 
nuclear weapons. Y-12 is currently 
building parts to upgrade and extend 
the life of the W-87 (MX missile war- 
head). The new Y-12 is expected to 


play a key manufacturing role in pro- 
ducing mini-nukes. Does this make 


sense for a nation supposedly working 
to “reduce its arsenal?” . 

While at the last Nonproliferation 
Treaty Review Conference attended 


by representatives from all over the 


globe (and of course anti-nuke groups 
like ourselves), I was told that “the 


- US is not going to change its course 


by external pressures alone, but by 
intensive internal opposition to its 
current course.” The good news? The 
peace movement is growing, being 


joined by the environmental move- 
ment, people concerned with esca- 
lating corporate dominance and so- 
cial justice advocates. United we can 
stand before the military machine, 
and it will be stopped. 

You are invited to join with peace- 
makers from all over the US commit- 
ted to altering the course of the US 
death machine. Join us on April 13 
and 14 at the gates of Y-12, the rotten 
heart of the death complex. We are at 
the crossroads and we must move 
toward Life. Food Not Bombs groups 
from across the Southeast will be put- 
ting the “Not Bombs” back in FNB 
and will be serving vegetarian food. A 
troop of puppitistas with larger-than- 
life puppets and excellent musicians 
will perform at the rally before the 
action. Peacemakers of all generations 
will be joining together for this com- 
mon cause. The maximum city fine 
for arrest has been reduced by the 
Tennessee Supreme Court from $500 
to $50. In April you can listen to your 
conscience without breaking your 
bank. Join us and make a stand. The 
time is now. 

For more information on Y-12 and 
the action, contact Oak Ridge Envi- 
ronmental Peace Alliance, (865) 483- 
8202; www.stopthebombs.org. 


Bare Bones 


DEA Bans Hemp Foods 

The US Drug Enforcement Ad-- 
ministration (DEA) has issued a new 
rule that will make it illegal to sell or 
import foods containing hemp be- 
cause they contain traces of THC, 
the active ingredient in marijuana. 
Manufacturers and retailers of con- 
sumable hemp foods say the prod- — 
ucts are no more harmful than poppy 
seed bagels, which contain trace 
amounts of opiates, or fruit juices, 
which contain traces of alcohol. The 
DEA has given them until February 6 
to get rid of their inventory. 

Critics say the DEA’s action is in 
response to strong lobbying from 
the drug testing industry because 
people who consume hemp foods 
and are subjected to drug tests by 
employers and other agencies test 
positive for marijuana usage, which 
compromises mandatory drug test- 
ing programs. Critics are also con- 
cerned that the DEA has sidestepped 
rule-making procedures requiring a 
formal hearing or notification of the 
public about a comment period. 

Hemp food manufacturers and 
the Hemp Industry Association are 
seeking a formal review of the rule 
and have asked the Ninth US Circuit 
Court of Appeals for an emergency 
stay of enforcement of the rule. 


Russian Eco-Journalist 


Convicted of Treason 

On December 24, former Russian 
‘Navy captain and Pacific Fleet jour- 
nalist Grigory Pasko was convicted 
of high treason and sentenced to 
four years in a high security prison 
for giving footage of the Russian 
navy dumping nuclear waste into 
the Pacific Ocean to Japan's state 
television network. 

At his first trial in July 1999, 
Pasko was convicted of the lesser 
charge of abuse of office and given 
a three-year sentence. Pasko ap- 
pealed the decision and expected 
to be cleared on: the grounds of 
media freedom. | ee 

The Russian Supreme Court, how- 
ever, overturned the verdict of his 
original trial and said he should be | 
retried on espionage and treason 
charges for releasing a secret docu- | 
ment detailing a military base. _ 


Febuary-March 2002 Earth First! Page 19 


| MARCHED AGAINST THE BILL, 


JAIL ME—THOUGHTS ON THE UK’S 
New TERRORISM BILL 


BY Cat HEMLOCK 


A few months ago, the son of a 
well-known peace activist was 
stopped in London by around 30 
cops. Four cops pointed machine 
guns at his head and screamed at 
him to get out of his van, which 
was then meticulously searched. 
He was informed by officers that 
this was justified under the new 
Terrorism Act. 

The Terrorism Act became part 
of UK law in February 2001. It 
seeks to redefine the legal defini- 
tion of terrorism in order to give 
the State more power to pros- 
ecute those individuals and 
groups seen as a challenge to the 
running of the State. The new 
act defines terrorism (in the first 
clause) as: “the use or threat, for 
the purpose of advancing a po- 
litical, religious or ideological 
cause, of action which involves 
serious violence against any . 
person or property, endangers 
the life of any person or cre- 
ates a serious risk to the health 
or safety of the public or a 
section of the public.” 

This broad definition of 
terrorism is extremely prob- 
lematic. It means that any- 
one who acts illegally in 
order to bring about a po- 
litical end can now legally be 
defined as a terrorist. Because 
of this, the act will round up 
many nonviolent direct action 
groups who engage in property 
damage. The sabotage tactics of 
Earth First! and anti-GM groups will 
make them a prime target for this 
new legislation. 

This act is very much a knee jerk 
reaction to the recent resurgence of 
the activist community as demon- 
strated by the mass protests of J18, 
Seattle, Mayday 2K and Prague, as 
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well as the more militant faction of 
the anti-GM movement. It high- 
lights a basic desire to punish those 
who seek to attack and condemn 
the capitalistic and fascist nature 


of the state and is also a major 
challenge to our right to protest. It 
seeks to take away our right to act 
out against the organizations that 
are destroying life on this planet. It 
is a further attempt by the govern- 
ment to take power away from the 
people and consolidate it in the 
hands of the State and the corpora- 
tions, since anyone who speaks out 
against the New World Order can 


now be vilified as a terrorist. 

So I’m worried, not so much for 
myself because I know the risks I am 
taking, but more for the other people 
in my community whom I care about 
and respect. I worry about the fu- 
ture, because there is a storm brew- 
ing and I don’t know the exact effect 
of this bill; it’s too soon to say how 
things will go. However, charging 
people with terrorism or conspiracy 

to commit terrorism is going to stack 
the odds against them in a way that 
standard charges like criminal dam- 
age, breach of the peace and ob- 
struction of the highway will not. 

Indeed, the fact that charges and 

convictions like this were not dis- 

couraging people is partly what 
led the government to seek 
harsher punishments. 

I want to place this into a wider 
sphere of violence and terror, 
because after all, the real terror- 
ists and instigators of violence 
are the same governments that 

seek to imprison and destroy our 
activist communities. Terrorism 
is amother watching her child die 
because she fed her Nestle milk 
formula mixed with polluted wa- 
ter instead of breastfeeding. It’s 
the East Timorese being bombed 
by Hawk jets that Britain sold to 
Indonesia and the Kurds being 
killed by weaponry Britain has sold 
to Turkey. Terrorism is people dy- 
ing of cancer in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki 56 years after the atomic 
bombs were dropped. Terrorism is 
having to live opposite nuclear 
submarines and seeing them in 
the Loch. It’s the nuclear convoys 
that carry warheads from the south 
of England up to the west coast of 
Scotland, through cities, towns 
and villages. Imagine the terror 
that would happen if there were a 

serious accident. 
continued on page 53 


WildLaw Denounces 


November 28, 2001 

The Honorable Scott McInnis FCO- 

United States House of Representatives 

320 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 TERRORISM 
Dear Congressman McInnis: 

Iam in receipt of your letter of October 30, 2001, which you sent to numerous 
environmental organizations “calling on you and your organization to publicly 
disavow the actions of eco-terrorist organizations.” On behalf of WildLaw, the 
nation’s foremost (and best looking) non-profit environmental law firm, I am 
pleased to extend our thanks to you for your courageous stand and to set forth 
our strong condemnation of “environmental terrorism.” 

We have long fought against those secretive multinational organizations that 
have sponsored “environmental terrorism” in America. Throughout our great 
land, these groups are poisoning our air, our water and our food supply. Children 
have been hurt. People have been killed. Landowners have had their property and 
profits taken from them. Rivers have had all their fish and other life killed, being 
rendered so unfit that no one is allowed to swim or fish in them. Law-abiding 
corporations have been damaged by these outlaws who do not follow the laws of 
the US. Often, these “eco-terrorist” organizations are state sponsored. Indeed, 
here in Alabama, the state itself defends every group that citizens have tried to 
stop from committing these acts of “environmental terror.” 

These international organizations have cells in many countries and in many 
places here in the US. Most of them have active and heavily-financed operatives 
right in Washington, DC. These groups often do not recognize the rule of law. In 
their fundamentalist view of the world, they claim that they have more rights 
than US citizens, and they threaten that people must do their bidding or suffer 
great consequences. They target innocent citizens and even politicians who do 
not agree with them and their goals, and they use their vast resources to destroy 
the lives of those who dare question them. Therefore, knowing that these 
international organizations have the ability to take even you out of office, I must 
applaud your heroic effort against these groups by calling them “environmental 
terrorists” and looking for the support of the environmental community. 

As part of our work against terrorism, I also wish to report two acts of 
extremely costly and illegal sabotage that should be investigated as soon as 
possible. One involves the destruc- 
tion of corporate property in Massa- 
chusetts. In complete defiance of the 
law and international treaty, a num- 
ber of disguised men boarded several 
ships at night and destroyed the goods 
on board, causing a great deal of pol- 
lution. I do not know their identities 
other than the ringleader who used 
the name “Sam A.” Also, in Rhode 
Island, a ship by the name of Gaspe 
was destroyed by arson by saboteurs 
who took the law into their own 
hands, contrary to everything you 
wrote in your fine letter. Please pass 
this information along to Attorney 
General Ashcroft and the FBI so that 
they can look into these illegal acts. 

Thank you. It is completely un- 
American to terrorize the environment. 

Sincerely, 


—Ray VAUGHAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
WiLpLaw 


Tn keeping with their efforts 
+o kil he Endangered Species _ 


\ the Re pub leans 


have suggested that our 
National mascot be modified. 


Bare Bones 


Loss of Biodiversity Takes 
Millions of Years to Recover 

University of California at Ber- 

keley geologist James Kirchner and 

colleague Anne Weil recently com- 
pleted a study that looked for pat- 
terns in the rates at which new 
organisms appear and disappear 
in the fossil record. They found 
that evolution does not speed up 
in response to extinctions and that 
the Earth needs an average of 10 
million years to recover from glo- 
bal extinctions, whether they in- 
volve the loss of most of the life 
on Earth or just a few species. This 
is much longer than scientists had 
previously believed, making the 
necessary recovery time from cur- 
rent human destruction of plants 
and animals extend into millions 
of years. 

Kirchner believes that one ex- 
planation for why diversification 
takes so long to speed up after an 
extinction is that extinction elimi- 
nates not only species or groups of 
species, but removes ecological 
roles which organisms play within 
ecosystems. The ecosystem must 
first increase in complexity so that 

there are niches for new organ- 
isms to fill. 


Targeted Vivisection Lab 


Goes Bankrupt 
In January, the First National 
Bank in Alamagordo, New Mexico 
announced that it is seeking to fore- 
close on the Coulston Foundation, 
a biomedical research facility with 
a chimpanzee laboratory. An ar- 
ticle in the January 10 edition of 
the Alamagordo Daily News re- 
ported that the facility and its 
founder Dr. Fred Coulston have 
been targeted by animal rights ac- 
tivists in recent years. Coulston had 
a bomb scare at his house and also” 
received razor blades in the mail. 
The ALF claimed responsibility for 
a fire on September 20, which de- 
stroyed a maintenance building at 
the facility and caused about $1 
million in damage. In December, 
security reported seeing someone | 
attempting to break into the chim- " 
panzee living-quarters. oo 
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A FRAGILE TRUCE 


SACRED LAND vS. LOGGING IN THE ELAHO 


BY JANE Dog 


For more than four years, environ- 
mentalists and loggers have been 
locked in a sometimes-violent 
struggle over a network of remark- 
able old-growth valleys in Brit- 
ish Columbia’s (BC) southern 
Coast Mountains. Now, 
an uneasy peace pre- 
vails in the Elaho Val- 
ley, the result of a 
moratorium on 
logging called by 
the Squamish A 
Nation, which 
claims the area as 
its unceded tra- 
ditional territory. 
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The Elaho 41 
River and its We 
tributaries spent 
thousands of 
years carving 


bowl-shaped val- 
leys and jagged 
canyons from 
the coastal gla- ¥ 
ciers down to the ~ ‘ 
sea. Meanwhile, Se, Ye 


the temperate 


« Oe 
coastal rainforest "@ 
grew to be domi- 
nated by an- AA Pe 
cient red cedars 
and some of the 


oldest Douglas 
firs in North 
America,the Usa 
Elaho Giants. 

Environmentalists resorted to 
blockades, treesits and even 
monkeywrenching in 1999 and 2000 
to defend the ecosystem and its in- 
habitants, including a nest of rare 
Northern goshawks, grizzly bears, 
black bears, moose, mountain goats, 
mountain lions and spotted owls. 
The logging company licensed to 
log the area, International Forest 
Products (Interfor), pressed its road- 
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building and logging further into 
the forest each year, but the ruckus 
raised by tree-huggers turned public 
opinion in BC sharply against the 
company. Hundreds of people came 
to the peace camps in the forest, 
despite threats and acts of vio- 

lence by the loggers. Dozens 
of peaceful tree-sitters 
and blockaders were 
arrested in the 
summers of 

1999 and 

2000, 
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BC 
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and most received heavy sentences in 
BC courts. 

But last year, the voices of the 
Squamish Nation stopped the 
chainsaws in the rainforest. In May 
2001, the nation released a draft land- 
use plan called Xay Temixw or Sacred 
Land. The 3000-member Squamish 
Nation reached a consensus last Spring 
after years of discussion and public 
meetings about land use. 
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Five areas called Kwa kwayx welh- 
aynexw, or Wild Spirit Places, form the 
heart of the Sacred Land plan. These 
areas encompass the remaining an- 
cient forest on Squamish land. “Wild 
Spirit Places have always been impor- 
tant to Squamish people for spiritual 
reasons,” explained Chief Bill Will- 
iams, the Squamish Nation Band 
Council chairman for the last eight 
years. He said the nation is asking 
people to stay away from areas like the 
upper Elaho Valley, where Lava Creek 
forms the boundary between the 
clearcuts to the south and the vast 
untouched forest to the north. 

“We hope people will respect the 

request of the Squamish people, that 
these areas are set aside for the 
future. And future generations 
will only benefit if the Wild 
Spirit Places are left alone 
by everyone, Squamish 
and non-Squamish 
people alike,” Chief 
Williams said. The na- 
tion is determined to 
protect these areas, 
and current activities 
in wilderness areas 
should have “little, if 
any, impact.” 

In fact, last year’s 
logging operations 
have left an enor- 
mous impact along 
the Elaho River 
north of Lava Creek. 
Despite mitigating 

factors like selective retention, wild- 
life tree patches and buffer zones, 
the Douglas Fir Loop grove has been 
stripped of its former lush, peaceful 
welcome. Interfor loggers chopped 
off a section of the Fir Loop Trail and 
selectively logged most of the red 
cedars, Douglas firs and hemlocks 
between Lava Creek and Bear Bluffs. 
A handful of 1,300-year-old giants still 
stand in the ravaged cutblock, some 
leaning at crazy angles, roots cut and 


trunks damaged by the logging. The 
Welcome Woman, a hand-carved tra- 
ditional cedar statue placed on Bear 
Bluffs by the Squamish Nation last 
year, looks out on the devastation. 

Since the draft Sacred Land plan 
was released, it appears Interfor has 
backed off logging in the upper Elaho 
Valley. The company made only one 
foray into a Wild Spirit Place in 2001, 
using helicopters to clearcut part of 
the ancient forest on the west side of 
the Squamish River shortly after the 
draft plan was made public. Now, 
company spokesman Keith Rush will 
only say that Interfor is “studying” 
the Sacred Land plan. 

The Squamish people are determined 
to protect the remaining ancient for- 
ests on their land. “Ninety-two per- 
cent of our territory 

s ‘open for busi- 
ness,’“ Chief Bill Wil- 
liams said. “Nine 
companies hold li- § 
censes to log in our 
territory. We’re nego- 
tiating with them to § 
limit and prohibit | 
logging in the wild 
places.” Only eight 
percent of Squamish 
land is still un- [ie 
touched; the rest has 
been developed, 
roaded and opened to 
resource extraction. 

The Sacred Land 
plan summarizes the 
Squamish Nation’s 
goals, maps its land- 
use vision and quotes — 
hundreds ofinterviews f 
with community 
members. The docu- 
ment represents a 


comprehensive vision for a future in 
which the Squamish Nation will have a 
major voice in managing the resources 
on its land. According to Chief Will- 
iams, the Nation’s biggest challenge 
now is publicizing the land-use plan 
and gaining public acceptance for it. 
“People need to write to the Minister of 
Sustainable Resources, Stan Hagen, and 
urge the BC government to accept the 
Sacred Land plan,” he added. 

The new vision for the Squamish 
people includes plans for restoring and 
rehabilitating forest and stream eco- 
systems, increasing employment in 
resource management and selective 
logging on parts of the territory. The 
way the forests are managed now, 
“three-quarters of our forest is between 
two weeks and 40 years old,” said 
Chief Williams. 

Read the draft Sacred Land plan on 
the web at www.squamish.net or call 
(604) 980-4553 for a copy and color 
map. The Squamish Nation is expected 
to release the final draft Sacred Land 
plan this year. 

Contact Stan Hagen, Minister of 
Sustainable Resources for BC, and 
urge him to support the Sacred Land 
plan, PO Box 9054, STN PROV GOVT, 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2, Canada; (250) 
356-9076; (250) 356-8273 (fax); 
stan. hagen.mla@leg.bc.ca. 


Under Arrest in the Elaho Valley, July 2000. 
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Japan Pulls Ahead in the 
Cloning Race 

In November, Prime Winistér 
Junichiro Koizumi announced that 
Japan will allow the use of cloning 
technology to implant human cells 
into fertilized animal eggs, result- 
ing in combined human-animal em- 
bryos. The technology is to be used 
for medical purposes only with the 
goal of producing human transplant 
organs in specially-bred animals. 


Actual human cloning will remain 
illegal under the guidelines. 


US Secretary of Energy 
Approves Yucca Mountain 


as Nuclear Waste Dump 

On January 10, US Secretary of 
Energy Spencer Abraham notified 
Nevada Governor Kenny Guinn 
and the Nevada Legislature that he 
will recommend to President Bush 
that Yucca Mountain is an appro- 
priate site for a national deposi- 
tory of radioactive waste. He claims 
that Yucca Mountain is safe be- 
cause it is far enough away from 
any population centers including 
Las Vegas; it has many natural bar- 
riers; it is the most arid and remote 
desert in the US which minimalizes 
possibilities of water contamina- 
tion; and since 1951, the US has 
conducted over 900 nuclear weap- 
ons tests at the site and the results 
have been studied by laboratories 
and the US Geological Survey. 

The state of Nevada filed a law- 
suit in a federal district court in 
Washington, DC on December 17 
to stop the Yucca Mountain Project. 
Opponents claim the site is unsafe 
because there are volcanic cones 
and 15 faults that run through the 
mountain and there is a lot of seis- 
mic activity. Also, underground 
water travels through the site at 
high speeds which could allow Hee 
dioactive waste to escape. 

Nevada Senator Harry Reid says. 
Abraham’s plan is “hasty and dan- | 
gerous” and that he is depending 
on President Bush to see through 
the flawed science in the report ane 
veto the plan. : 


Febuary—March 2002 Earth First! Page 23 


Blast From the Past 


February 2, 1989 


THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 


Surf’s up! An Australian protester rides the bow wave of an American warship carrying nuclear weapons. 
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Australian Greenies Confront Warships 


BY JOHN SEED 


This article originally appeared in the February-March 1989 
issue of the Earth First! Journal. 

On October 12, before our roadshow at Melbourne Univer- 
sity, Stella and I headed to Port Melbourne for an action to try 
to prevent the docking of nuclear-armed warships from the 
US, United Kingdom and France, here to join Australia’s 
bicentennial celebrations. We watched from shore with 70 
other protesters as warships moved toward the jetties. Fifty 
people out in the water with all manner of boats, surfboards 
and swimgear tried to block the nuclear-armed craft. 

Earth First!ers Rob Burrows and Ian Cohen swam through 
the police cordons and grabbed the bows of the USS Ingersoll, 
a destroyer carrying two Tomahawk cruise missiles, and the 
French warship Colbert. TV footage that night showed police 
zipping around in inflatables beating the fingers of the two 
with rods to dislodge them and then arresting them. Two 
Greenpeace inflatables played cat and mouse with the police 
fleet, tempting them into a chase away from the piers under 
which surfboarders waited for an opportunity to dash toward 
the warships. 

_ Onshore, police on horses kept the gates clear. As sailors of 
different nations drove out, subversive bumperstickers were 
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slapped on their cars, as well as on the horses’ rumps. 

Jan had followed the warships down, taking part in actions 
in Brisbane and Sydney. He and Rob had both also taken part 
in the actions against the Rika, a ship carrying rainforest 
timbers from Sarawak, which traveled to Brisbane and then 
Sydney in the shadow of the warship fleet. 

Shortly after our roadshow took us west to Adelaide, 1000 
people protested in Melbourne alongside the Ingersoll. Among 
protesters were 12 wearing caps of fluorescent red and yellow, 
colors that are the international symbol for lifesavers. The 12 
swam toward the Ingersoll, planning to raise a rainbow flag up 
the anchor chain, to impound the ship for bringing nuclear 
weapons into the Port of Melbourne. Nuclear weapons are 
illegal in Australia, violating 12 treaties of international law. 
One of the group made it to the ship and was raising the flag 
when the police dived into the water and arrested him. That 
day, 21 were arrested (one for discharging a “missile”—an 
apple that hit a French sailor in the head!). Meanwhile, the 
Seaman’s Union refused to tow the British nuclear-armed 
aircraft carrier Ark Royal to its berth, so the ship had to cancel 
its Melbourne visit. This got front page coverage in the UK as 
well as Oz. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for $5 each or $500 
for our near-complete 21-year set. 
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BY DAN BRISTER 


The buffalo appear every Fall, trick- 
ling from Yellowstone along the path 
of least resistance. They follow the 
drainages of Duck Creek, Cougar Creek 
and the Madison River. When winter 
turns fierce and snow obscures the 
grass from which their bodies are built, 
they flow out of the park—migrating 
down the watercourses to lower eleva- 
tions. This is often a one-way migra- 
tion, as they are killed when they 
follow their instincts into Montana. 

The past two Winters were relatively 
mild, with six buffalo being slaugh- 
tered. This Winter is shaping up differ- 
ently, seven have already been killed. 
We fear a bloody winter like 1996-97, 
when the Montana Department of 
Livestock (DOL) slaughtered nearly 
1,100 buffalo. 

In the wake of the 1997 slaughter, 
we organized the Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign to call attention to the killings 
and to focus opposition. Our head- 
quarters is a large log cabin on the 
north shore of Hebgen Lake, near 
West Yellowstone. Volunteers, the 
backbone of our daily buffalo patrols, 
are provided with room and board for 
their efforts. 

The work carries bittersweet wages. 
Sweet are the sunrises over the park, 
when we watch bison assume their 
daytime shapes in the emerging light, 
their silhouettes resembling the moun- 
tains behind them. Sometimes we’re 
blessed with the presence of eagles, 
herons, elk, moose, wolves or coyotes. 
Especially gratifying are the weeks 


Montana DOL agents “haze” buffalo to a trap. 
when the agents aren’t around and we 
can ski backcountry “recons” into the 
park to locate shifting herds. 

To gain a sense of community, sit 
and watch a herd for a morning. On 
one patrol we watched an old bull, 
injured in a fence during a DOL haz- 
ing operation, collapse beside the trail. 
As the agents approached, six other 
bulls, burrowing their noses under his 
body, lifted him to his feet and sup- 
ported him as he limped to the safety 
of some nearby willows. 

Spending so much time with the 
buffalo deepens our connections with 
them and makes it extremely difficult 
to watch animals you recognize as 
individuals stuffed into the trap’s cold 
steel corrals with 90 of their kin—or 
shot dead while grazing in a meadow 
along the Madison River. If recent 
events are any indication, this Winter 
will bring such scenes. 

During the past month, the DOL has 
been busy hazing, killing and captur- 
ing. On November 28, the DOL shot a 
mature bull on national forest land a 
few miles from our cabin. A week later 
they hazed two others to the bison trap 
at Duck Creek, then sent them to a 
slaughterhouse. On December 20, they 
slaughtered four more. This is the ear- 
liest that the killing has started in our 
five-year existence. 

We always need good volunteers, 
winter gear and donations. If you’d 
like to help defend the last wild buf- 
falo, please contact Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign, POB 957, West Yellowstone, 
MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 
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Stephens Inc. Pulls Out of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences _ 
Members of Stop Huntingdon | 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC) and animal — 
rights activists worldwide are de- | 
claring a victory following theJanu- | 
ary 8 announcement by Stephens — 
Inc., the largest investor and pri- | 
mary financier of Huntingdon Life | 
Sciences (HLS), that it has entered — 
into an agreement to sell all of its - 
stock and debt investments in the a 
vivisection company. ; 
“We are certainly pleased with | 
Stephens’s announcement,” states | 
SHAC spokesperson Pat Monroe. “But — 
we are speculative as to whether the 
company has actually quit or ifit has — 
merely hidden its role from the public | 
eye. We've asked Stephens to prove it | 
has no connection, directly or indi- 
rectly, to HLS and reveal the identity | 
of the lab’s new backer. Until then, 
pressure will continue to a gee 
against Stephens.” a 
SHAC has run a relentless cam-— 
paign against Stephens Inc. since the 
company extended a $33 million loan 
to HLS in January 2001, saving thelab 
from bankruptcy after all its major 
investors quit when they became tar- : 
gets of the same campaign. a 


Indonesian Forests Deci- 


mated by Illegal Logging 

A report by Brussels-based Inter-_ 
national Crisis Group says that ille- 
gal logging and resource extraction © 
in Indonesia is damaging the envi- | 
ronment and creating conflict be-— 
tween ethnic groups. Indonesia has _ 
the third largest expanse of tropical 
forest, butit is shrinking rapidly. The — 
report says the problem of illegal 
logging is so serious that some of — 
Indonesia’s largest forests will be 
destroyed within a decade. The re- 
port claimed that bureaucrats respon- — 
sible for regulating resource use, as 
well as the military and the police, — 
are deeply involved in illegal logging 
and resource extraction. _ 

Last year, a clash between ethnic 
groups over land use left 500 peop 
dead. Indigenous Dayaks who had 
previously lived in the forests clashed 
with Madurese settlers from an islan¢ 

_ off of Java who migrated to the ar 

for timber jobs. : 
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FEDERAL Court Restricts USE OF PEPPER 
SPRAY ON NONVIOLENT ACTIVISTS 


BY LEGAL EAGLE 


The system handed down a court 
ruling on January 11 that is critical of 
police use of chemical agents in certain 
Earth First! protest incidents. While all 
of us should know that this kind of 
token deliverance of “justice” isa mixed 
victory at best, it pays for radical move- 
ments to take note of what goes on in 
the legal arena and what effects laws 
might have in our struggles. 

For the third time in two years, the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco has issued a decision 
restricting the circumstances in 
which police can use pepper spray 
on peaceful protesters. This third win 
is the latest chapter in the Headwa- 
ters Forest pepper spray lawsuit, 
which first made headlines in 1997 
with the release of police video foot- 
age of officers forcing pepper-sprayed 


Q-tips directly into the eyes of non- 
violent Earth First! activists. 

Ninth Circuit Judge Harry Pregerson 
wrote in the unanimous decision, “It 
would be clear to a reasonable officer 
that using pepper spray against the 
protesters was excessive under the cir- 
cumstances. A rational juror could con- 
clude that the use of pepper spray 
against the protesters constituted ex- 
cessive force and [the officers] were 
liable for the protesters’ unconstitu- 
tional injury.” 

This ruling provides helpful legal 
precedent for other rabble-rousers by 
condemning the misuse of pepper 
spray (and by association, all chemical 
weapons) in similar protest scenarios. 
More significantly, the decision also 
denies the top officers “qualified im- 
munity” protection and holds them 
personally and legally responsible, 
opening them up to the threat of pu- 


Controlling crowds 


TASER stun gun deliveres 
50,000 voits through 2 
darts attached to a 5m- 
wire 
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| Spherical projectiles 
burst on impact, 
j@ \ unleashing a burst of 
ae \\ * | pepper spray into an 
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nitive judgment by jury. Qualified im- 
munity is often awarded to officers in 
excessive force cases as a loophole that 
circumvents the supposed “account- 
ability” of the state. The fact that this 
ruling denies the officers immunity 
will have ripple effects in related civil 
rights cases and at future protests when 
officers consider what brutality they 
might legally get away with. 

The legal and political climate that 
put the Headwaters case back in front 
of the Ninth Circuit should also be of 
interest to agitators. After two wins 
for the pepper-sprayed activists in the 
Ninth Circuit, the police appealed 
(read whined) to the US Supreme Court 
in early 2001. Directly after chickens 
came home to roost on September 11, 
the Supreme Court reversed the pre- 
vious Ninth Circuit Court appeal vic- 
tories and threw the case back for 
“reconsideration.” The Supreme 
Court managed this maneuver be- 
cause it had just issued an overarching 
decision in another protest case 
(Saucier v. Katz) which agreed with 
Justice Department lawyers that 
courts generally should defer to the 
“split-second decisions” by officers 
on the street. Fearful arguments of 
this sort from the powers that be are 
noticeably more vehement since the 
riotous, show-stealing anti-globaliza- 
tion demonstrations of recent years. 
In spite of this, and contrary to the 
Supremes’ aims in killing the Head- 
waters suit, the Ninth Circuit upheld 
its previous decisions in the activists’ 
favor even more strongly than be- 
fore. As a result, the Headwaters case 
is now on course for obtaining a 
second jury trial. 

As always in lawsuits and revolution, 
stay tuned for further developments. 
Every temporary win has the great po- 
tential to be subverted by permanent 


= loss. The officers will almost certainly 
z 


‘appeal again to the Supreme Court. 
Meanwhile, let’s use the current turn of 
‘ events to our strategical benefit in what- 
} ever ways possibie, and remember kids: 
- Lawsuits can have good effect, but di- 
: rect action gets the goods! Please get the 
word out and defend land and freedom! 


Light Pollution a Threat to 
Wildlife and Humans 


US and Italian researchers have 
published the first world atlas of 
artificial night-sky brightness. 
They found that nearly two-thirds 
of the world’s population experi- 
ences light pollution in the night 
skies. In the most urbanized areas, 
it no longer ever gets dark. In- 
stead, artificial lighting maintains 
dusk-like conditions throughout 
the night. 

Researchers have found that 
even small amounts of light pol- 
lution are having drastic effects 
on animals and humans. For ex- 
ample, lighting from tall build- 
ings confuses migratory birds into 
flying into the buildings at night, 
killing thousands of birds every 
year. In Florida, hatchling turtles 
are affected when they crawl away 
from the ocean towards beach and 
street lights. Night lighting is be- 
ing cited for the drastic decline in 
moths over the past four decades. 
It causes tree frogs to stop croaking 
to find a mate and experiments 
have shown that even dim light is 
enough to impair the vision and 
hunting abilities of nocturnal 
frogs. Biologists have found that 
light pollution has an effect simi- 
lar to habitat loss by rendering an 
area unsuitable for animals’ bio- 
logical needs. 

Light at night has also been 

_ shown to disrupt critical hormone 
levels that affect human and ani- 
mal health, At night, animals’ eyes 

sense darkness and send cues to” 
the brain to produce the hormone — 
melatonin. Studies have shown — 
that night light causes disruptions © 
in melatonin production which 
may lead to chronic fatigue, de- 
pression, reproductive anomalies ; 
and possibly cancer. . ie. 

Light pollution has been grow-- 
ing 10 percent a year since the 
1960s and environmentalists warn | 

that it should be regulated like 

other. types. of pollution. In) 

. Ontario, Canada, the government _ 

~ has set up the world’s first nature 

» preserve with the goal of Lyell. 4 

3 Hii the blank alent aS : 
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The Earth First! Journal, in collaboration with Dictator Watch, intends to create a directory of BRA WINER ho 
the individuals responsible for the widespread crimes against nature perpetrated by humanity 
upon the Earth and its creatures. This directory will include the sources of death and destruction 
that come from industry, government, and other institutions. For example, many religious 
organizations, through their beliefs and practices, have terrible environmental consequences. 
The directory, which will be published in the EF! Journal and Dictator Watch (and respective 
websites) is intended to serve as a resource and guide for activists worldwide. 
We need your help in this project. Please provide ug 

recommendations, and relevant information, to 
submissions@earthfirstjournal.org. 


earthfirstjournal.org 


For each individual, our 
goal is to compile a mini- 
dossier, including: 

1. Color photo (when 
available), full name, and 
organization name. 

2. The individual's 
compensation information 
(when available). We 
intend to point out how 


A few of our ideas: 
Extractive: Timber, oil & gas, mining, pulp and paper, 


; ; | well these creeps are 

sepa oie TAP Ft: ; Dr. lan Wilmut rewarded for their 

and development: commercial, residential/sprawl. and Dollx Megedicton > ent 
Consumer: Globalization, Chain Stores. : de ee ee ee 


social structure. 

3. Contact info, 
including organization 
website, HQ address, phone 
and fax numbers, personal 
email, and home address 
(the latter two where 
available). 

4. Concrete examples of 
the organizations’, and 
individuals’, Earth and life- 
destroying activities, both 
direct and indirect, i.e., why 
they are on the list. 


Biotech: Big pharmaceutical and biotech, niche genetix (GE, cloning, xeno), brain 
researchers (much neurological research involves animal vivisection). 

Other industries: Nuclear and chemical, "waste" management, automotive, tourism, 
computers and communications, media and advertising, scientists and technologists, 
animal exploitation. 

Dictatorial political systems and their subordinate government agencies: Country 
by country, starting with the countries where the stakes are highest and where the most 
environmental destruction is taking place. 

Other institutions: Supranational groupings, religious organizations, international 
finance organiztions, academic institutions, labor unions, etc. 

Any other good ideas y’all might have... 

For submissions, there is no need to limit your ideas to organization leaders. We also 
want to expose company field and division executives, lab researchers, government 
legislators and agency heads, judges and police, professors, missionaries, etc. 


_ To begin our systematic names and addresses campaign, we present a few of the environmental criminals who are 

leading the development of cloning. It is difficult to imagine a sroup that must be opposed more than the individuals 

below, We feel the patenting of life forms made by the hand of man, is an atrocious undertaking. It must be reversed. 
Until it is, we are compelled to resist, and end, these travesties. 


The cloning industry is a maze of interconnections. This Ann Kiessling, Cooper of Duncan Holly Biomedical, 


journey through it starts with: _ Somerville, MA. She collected from donors the 19 human 
ACT, in October 2001, cloned the first human embryos, eggs that ACT tried to clone. 
creating six-celled blastocysts. ACT also clones mice, cattle and chickens. To green-wash 


eAdvanced Cell Technology (ACT), 1 Innovation _ their image, they tried to clone an endangered species, a gaur, 
Drive, Biotech 3, Worcester, MA 01605; (S08) 756-1212; which died in two days. In response to this attempt, we must 
www.advancedcell.com. remind people that species go extinct because they are hunted 

President: Michael West, mwest@advancedcell.com and/or their habitat is destroyed. 

VP of Research: Jose Cibelli, jcibelli@advancedcell.com 

VP of Medical and Scientific Development: Robert Lanza, 
rlanza@advancedcell.com 

Chairman of Ethics Advisory Board: Ronald Green, Religion 
Department of Dartmouth College, 202 Thornton, 
Hinman Box 6036, Hanover, NH 03755; (603) 646-1263; 
ronald.m.green@dartmouth.edu 


Michael West Jose Cibelli Robert Lanza 
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Many other scientists and companies clone cattle, pigs 
and goats. 

These include: 

Genzyme Transgenics Corp. 

CEO: Geoffrey Cox, 175 Crossing Blvd., Ste. 
410, POB 9322, Framingham, MA 01701; (508) 
620-9700; www.transgenics.com 

eUniversity of Wisconsin, 752 Animal 
Sciences, 1675 Observatory Drive, Madison, WI 
53706; (608) 263-4307 

Neal First, nlf@calshp.cals.wisc.edu, and 
his graduate students Gabriella Cezar, 
gcezar@infigen.com and Zeki Beyhart, 
zbeyhart@students.wisc.edu. 

eInfigen Inc., 1825 Infinity Drive, 
DeForest, WI 53532; (608) 846-0500; 
www.infigen.com 
CEO: Walter Simson, President: 
Michael Bishop 

eProlinia Inc., 
450 ADS Complex, 425 River Road, 
Athens, GA 30602; www.prolinia.com 

CEO: Clifton Baile, (706) 542-4094; 
cbaile@prolinia.com. President: 
Michael Wanner, (706) 714-4389; 
mwanner@prolinea.com 

University of Tennessee, Joseph E. Johnson Animal 

Research, Brehm Animal Science Bldg., 2505 
* River Drive, Knoxville, TN 37996 
| Lannett Edwards, 206 Brehm; 865-974-7286; 

| jedwards@utk.edu and Neal Schrick, 213 Brehm; 

»| (865) 947-3147; fschrick@utk.edu 
Regarding pigs, two groups announced this 
January that they combined cloning with 
genetic engineering to create pigs whose organs could be 
harvested for xenotransplantation. What an accomplishment, 
three biotech crimes in one! The first group involved 
researchers at the University of Missouri and a company called 
Immerge Bio-Theraputics Inc. Immerge is a joint venture of 
Novartis and a company called Biotransplant Inc. 
¢University of Missouri-Columbia, $110 Animal Sciences 
Center, 920 East Campus Drive, Columbia, MO 65211 

Randall Prather, (573) 882-8336; PratherR@missouri.edu 

eImmerge, Building 75, 3rd Avenue, Charlestown Navy 
Yard, Charlestown, MA 02129 

President: Julia Greenstein, (617) 241-5200; 
julia.greenstein@biotransplant.com 

The second group is PPL 
Therapeutics US, whichis famous ,, 
for its involvement in the cloning 
of the sheep Dolly, now revealed 
to have developed premature arthritis. 

*PPL Therapeutics US, 1700 Kraft Drive, 
Suite 2400, Blacksburg, VA 24060; (S40) 961-5559; 
www.ppl-therapeutics.com 

VP of Research: David Ayares, dayares@ppl- 
therapeutics.com 


Geoffrey Cox 


Michael 
Bishop 


Walter Simpson 


~ Lannett Edwards 


Julia Greenstein 


~ 
Ian Milmut 


Research Director: Alan Colman, funded Dolly’s cloning, 
44-131-440-4777 

*Roslin, Roslin BioCentre, Midlothian, EH25 9PS, Scotland, ~ 
UK; 44-131-527-4400; www.roslin.ac.uk. 

Department of Gene Expression and Development: Ian Wilmut, 
ian.wilmut@bbsrc.ac.uk. 

eGeron Corp. and its subsidiary Geron Bio-Med are also 
involved with Roslin, 230 Constitution Drive, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025; (650) 473-7700; info@geron.com; www.geron.com. 
Geron, which is also involved in pig cloning was actually 
founded by ACT’s Michael West, but he left in 1998. 

Moving on to cloning monkeys we have... 

eOregon Regional Primate Research Center, 505 NW 
185th Avenue, Beaverton, OR 97006; (503) 645-1141; (503) 
690-5532 fax. 

Senior Scientist and Associate Professor: Don P. Wolf Ph.D. 
HCLD, parkerja@ohsu.edu. 

All of this brings us to the people who are 
actively marketing human cloning services. 

*RAPRUI (fertility clinic in _ Italy) 
www.taprui.org; raprui@raprui.org 

Scientific Director: Severino Antinori, 
antinori@raprui.org., and his associate at the, 

eAndrology Institute, 2134 
Nicholasville Rd., Ste. #3, Lexington, 
KY 40503 and POB 23777, Lexington, 
Kentucky 40523; (800) 998-4567 (note 
the toll-free phone #) or (859) 278-6806; 
(859) 278-6906 fax. 

Professor of Repro- 
ductive Physiology- 
Andrology at the 
University of Kentucky and Chief Andrologist 
of the Andrology Institute: Panos M. Zavos, 
drz@aia-zavos.com 

eRichard Seed plans to clone the first 
human, he has an extensive background in 
fertility treatment and embryo research: 79 East Quincy, 
Riverside, IL 60546; jseed@pol.net; seed@interaccess.com. 
Check out www.humancloning.org for more info. 

And last but certainly not least... 

eClonaid, The First Human Cloning Company, 
www.clonaid.com is active but Clonaid has gone 
underground, opening a new secret company in the US. 
To contact them use: help@clonaid.com. Clonaid was 
founded by the Raelian cult (see www.rael.org.) The new 
secret company is run by Brigitte Boisselier, 
biologist@clonaid.com. 


Michael Wanner 


P os M. Zavo: 


Richard Seed 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A file-deletin’, network-cloggin’ wolf to the creator of 
the “Goner” computer virus that appeared on December 
4, affecting networks worldwide. 

The virus spreads via email and is activated when the 
victim clicks on an attachment masquerading as a screen 
saver. Once activated, Goner deletes antivirus security 
software and installs some software that experts say could 
later be used by hackers to launch further attacks. 

According to Carnegie Mellon University’s CERT coordi- 
nation center, “numerous” large companies and organiza- 
tions reported being hit by the virus, causing some to 
temporarily shut down email services. 


A biocentric-soundin’, howlin’ wolf to US District 
Judge Edmund A. Sargus Jr. for recognizing the value of 
nature for its own sake when he sentenced logger Larry 
Blair to eight months in prison for illegally cutting 112 
trees in southern Ohio’s Wayne National Forest. 

Noting that it’s difficult to place a value on 100-year-old 
trees, Sargus said, “Trees have an intrinsic value beyond 
their commercial value.” 

Four years ago, Blair had a contract to log trees on private 
property abutting the national forest, but he ordered his 
crew to tear down ribbons that marked the boundary. His 
men then began chopping down trees—some up to 100 
years old—in about eight acres of national forest land, 
yielding 28,610 board feet of lumber. 

After his incarceration, Blair will be on three years of 
supervised release, during which time he will be prohibited 
from working in the logging business. 


A killing- 
critters-to- 
save-them 
poodle to the 

West Virginia 
Highlands Con- 
servancy for reck- 
lessly causing the 
deaths of wood- 
land animals they 
Be. > Ses were supposedly try- 
Ree |, ing to save. 

The group trapped 
animals in the Win- 
ter of 2001 on land 
owned by Allegheny 
Wood Products in Black- 
water Canyon, West Vir- 
ginia, to establish that timber 
harvesting would adversely affect 
or kill endangered species. 
According to court documents, the trappings 


resulted in the deaths of one-third of the animals captured, 


including one endangered Virginia northern flying squir- 
rel, and 11 other animals—southern flying squirrels, red 
squirrels, chipmunks and deer mice. 
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Judy Rodd, senior vice president of the conservation group, 
said scientists they hired to conduct research had a state 
permit that allowed for the “taking” or accidental killing of an 
endangered species, so federal laws were not violated. 


Ahypocritical, sleepin’-with-the-enemy, turncoat poodle 
to former Greenpeace UK Executive Director Lord Peter 
Melchett for accepting a salaried job with public relations 
giant Burson-Marsteller whose clients 
include Monsanto. 

Lord Melchett, who once led 
the Greenpeace campaign 
against genetically modified 
(GM) crops, will head a 
committee advising 
companies on how 
to deal with con- 
troversial issues 
such as GM 
food, toxic 
waste and child 
labor in the de- 
veloping world. 
The company— 
which has repre- 
sented some of 
the world’s most 
notorious pollut- 
ers, including the 
Exxon Corpora- 
tion, Union Carbide and Babcock and Wilcox (owner of 
the Three Mile Island nuclear plant)—said Melchett may 
also give them advice on how to cope with environmental 
protests. 


A nasal, whiney, nails-on-a-chalkboard voiced, politi- 
cally flip-flopping poodle to Neil Young for proclaiming 
his support for the USA/Patriot Act at a December 11 Beverly 
Hills banquet where he was given the Spirit of Liberty award 
by the organization, People for the American Way. 

“To protect our freedoms,” Young said, “it seems we’re 
going to have to relinquish some of our freedoms for a 
short period of time.” Saying that people shouldn't WOITy 
because the situation is only temporary, he added “These 
are our rights and we can get them back.” 


A threaten-us-with-felonies-and-we’ll-cave-in poodle 
to Greenpeace USA for agreeing to halt civil disobedience 
at all US military installations involved in the “Star Wars” 
anti-missile defense program. 

The January 8 agreement with federal prosecutors was 
part of a deal that led to the dismissal of felony charges 
against 14 Greenpeace activists and two free-lance journal- 
ists stemming from an attempt to disrupt a missile launch 
at Vandenberg Air Force Base in July. 

The organization also agreed to pay a $150,000 fine to the 
federal government, without “admitting any wrongdoing.” 

Greenpeace USA Executive Director John Passacantando 
said that relinquishing civil disobedience in the protest 
campaign was a “worthwhile price to pay because we 
wanted the prosecution to drop those completely unwar- 
ranted felony charges.” 


Lynx Hiyinx: 


ee 


Fools Foster Feline Fur Flap 


BY jj 

Just when you thought the postur- 
ing couldn’t get any worse, the wise- 
use lobby, big timber’s congressmen 
and the corporate press have made 
fools out of themselves once again. In 
December, the reactionary Washing- 
ton Times circulated reports of federal 
and state scientists “planting” fake 
hair in a deliberate attempt to skew a 
study of the federally listed Canada 
lynx. Anti-environment wise-use 
groups and congressmen 
joined the fray in releas- 
ing false information 
and calling for congres- 
sional hearings and ter- 
mination of the scien- 
tists involved. They even 
went so far as to claim 
that the scientists were 
slanting the study in order 
to shut down millions of } 
acres of public land and de- 
stroy rural communities / 
across the Pacific North- 
west. In the resulting cries 
of indignation and per- 
petuated media uproar, 
the truth behind this so- 
called scandal got lost. 

The real story is that 
the scientists, in an ef- 
fort to test the accu- 
racy of the private lab 
they were using to test 
lynx hair, sent in clearly 
labeled control samples. 
They did step outside the 
established scientific protocol for 
this particular lynx study, and in 
true bureaucratic form (in triplicate 
please!), they were subjected to a brief 
investigation and the most minor 
disciplinary action. In other words, 
they should have checked with desk 
jockeys farther up the hierarchy than 
they did. 

All of this does not matter in the 
game of eat-it-all-for-the-most- 
money-now, however. The likes of 
wise-use guru Ron Arnold, Interior 
Secretary Gale Norton, Republican 
Congressmen Scott McInnis (CO) and 
James Hanson (UT) and Senator Larry 
Craig (ID) have all been running their 


mouths and spreading lies, fear and 
loathing regarding the so called 
“abuses” of the Endangered Species 
Act. According to the Public Employ- 
ees for Environmental Responsibility 
(PEER), Norton, McInnis, Hanson and 
Craig have all violated a little-known 
federal law known as the Hatch Act. 
This law was designed to eliminate 
political patronage and pressure on 


Original Tree-Sitter by WeedWood 


government employees. Apparently, 
it is illegal for a member of Congress 
to call on a department head to fire 
an employee, and it is illegal for that 
department head to receive that kind 
of communication. PEER has also 
called for a Congressional Ethics com- 
mittee investigation into the matter. 

Lost in the fray, of course, is the 
Canada lynx. It took about 10 years to 
force the US Fish and Wildlife Service 


to put the rare feline on the Endan- 
gered Species list in the first place. 
Now, right wing wackos are trying to 
sabotage studies that are just trying to 
get baseline information on the cats’ 
current range and population. 

For those of you lacking any trouble 
to cause this Winter, please send ridi- 
cule and spite to some of those whose 
lies and anti-Earth bias have per- 

petuated this hoax. Ron Arnold of 
the so-called Center for the De- 
fense of Free Enterprise wants 
would-be co-conspirators to 
contact him with informa- 
tion linking the scientists 
to environmental groups 
so that he can continue to 
prove our “nefarious con- 
trol over federal agencies.” 
Drop Ron a note and tell 
him what you think! His 
special email account for 
this “investigation” is 
lynx-links@cdfe. org. 
Ron says “Messages 
will be forwarded to 
law enforcement 
and legislative per- 
sonnel for investi- 
gation. Hate mail 
and hoaxes will be 
forwarded to the 
FBI.” You can also 
send email to the mo- 
rons who pass as fe- 
porters and editors at 
the Washington Times. 
Address email messages 
to letters@washington 
times.com and Deputy 
Managing Editor Fran 
Coombs, fcoombs@washing 
tontimes.com and Editorial Page 
Editor Helle Bering, hbering@ 
washingtontimes.com. Please also 
feel free to drop Representative 
McInnis (or any other elected bozo) 
a line and share your thoughts. Rep- 
resentative Scott McInnis, Subcom- 
mittee on Forests and Forest Health 
Chairman, 320 Cannon House Of- 
fice Bldg, Washington, DC 20515. 

For more information contact PEER, 
2001 S St. NW, Ste. 570, Washington, 
DC 20009, (202) 265-7337; info@ 
peer.org; www.peer.org. 
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The e-mail queues bursting. pe crazy-eyed salmon, 
Fur and feathers no stamp will stick to, 

Mountains too heavy to lift or weigh. 

Rivers that soak through their wrappings, 

Crawdads scurrying to escape the fluorescent lights, 
Hormone-addled elk running madly down the aisles. 


BIOLOGICAL STUDY OF BEAR 
AND HUMAN CONTACT IN THE 
NW ROCKIES 


Up in the hills of 

Idaho and Montana 

where only old man 
izaly and “Crazy Vet” 


40w do you market what matters most? 
Hard to swallow insights, 
served-up with Self, evident assignments. 


Dreams that: Sivirn freely w 
An artful: life that few m 
Restoration requiring Sw 


nges and struggles 


Of the darkest nights 
That define our brightest days. 


Who will name this great hunger, 

And who will feed it? 

Who will name the cure, 

And who will admit to needing it? 
—Jesse Wolf Hardin 
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Send poems to 

Warrior Poets Society 
P. O. Box 14501 
Berkeley CA 94712-5501 


All rights reserved to the authors 


Does, fat with young, crouch instinctively 


Doar Shit fee \Bocens: ve 


Greetings All, 

I’d like to respond to 
Critter’s—my co-defendant— 
critiques of my statement at 
sentencing. He’s right. I was 
attempting to get across to 
the court and all those listen- 
ing that sabotage, my action 
in particular, are the actions 
of desperation, actions taken 
because all else has failed. For 
me these actions are the lesser 
of two evils. I wish that they 
weren’t necessary. But they 
are. We have no choice but to 
fight. Literally, fight, in the 
physical sense of the word. 
There is too much at stake for 
us to be tame in our struggles. 

For years, decades, we have 
pleaded and petitioned those 
in power, those responsible for 
injustice, genocide and 
ecocide. This pleading has gone 
unanswered. It is time to use 
actions that can not beignored. 
In defense of life, these actions 
are justified. “Strike a match, 
light a fuse. We only have the 
Earth to lose.” 

Don’t get caught, 

—FREE 


Dear SFB, 

If radicals don’t seize this 
moment’s opening and op- 
portunity then the Trade 
Center dead will have died 
in vain. 

We have to explain to ev- 
eryone why we seek to bring 
down civilization, as we know 
it. We have to put the prime 
equation deeper into public 
awareness. US corporate and 
military domination will 
equal global death through 


ecological collapse and social 
disintegration. Only a total 
attack on all industry—the 
permanent death of the whole 
concept of industrialism— 
will equal the end of US cor- 
porate and military domina- 
tion. Massive suffering will 
result from a collapse of in- 
dustrial economies. Massive 
suffering and ecocide will re- 
sult from a continuation of 
industrial economies (US- 
type development). 

If the first casualty of war is 
the truth, then we better be- 
come medics fast. A lot 
changed on September 11, 
there is a hole in the Matrix 
big enough to drive-by a revo- 
lutionary change of con- 
sciousness and even a real 
revolution too. All of the 
communiqués of ELF and ALF 
and almost every other 
anonymous group we have 
learned of have all been well- 
written, restrained and from 
the heart. One hopes that ELF, 
ALF and all the righteous en- 
ergy building up among 
youth who want to try their 
own way will keep on and 
seek creative appropriate tar- 
gets. Keep the rad dialogue 
alive. Continue to be careful 
of all life, yourself (kind of) 
and consider the conse- 
quences of direct action. 

Earth is for Liberating... the 
Possibility of Joy... Joy is Lib- 
erating the Earth. 

Sharpen your claws and 
hone “The Pack.” The Oil 
Barons are coming back. 

Love, 

—ELF 
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Dear EF!J, 

The James Bell essay on the 
“Technological Singularity” 
trend that has almost en- 
gulfed us was very valuable. 
Of course, The End of Nature 
by Bill McKibben alluded to 
the theme 13 years ago... but 
Bell does us a service by hint- 
ing at the emerging ramifica- 
tions and dangers. But he 
doesn’t mention one very 
specific vector that is usher- 
ing in the hellish scenario 
where there will be no mean- 
ingful distinction at all be- 
tween nature and technology: 
microwave pollution from the 
wireless revolution. 

Radiofrequency pollution 
has obviously increased tre- 
mendously in the last 10 
years, and everyone is brain- 
washed to regard it as harm- 
less. Just like in the ’50s— 
everyone thought that pesti- 
cides and radioactivity 
couldn’t really contaminate 
the Earth or hurt people in 
any serious fashion. Now, we 
see such naiveté as incompre- 
hensible lunacy. Some of us 
are aware of scientific evi- 
dence that even low levels of 
exposure to microwaves are 
biologically harmful to all 
sorts of tissues—they some- 
how increase the permeabil- 
ity of the blood-brain barrier. 
There is evidence that people 
are already being sickened by 
the invisible hazards of mi- 
crowaves—with the pathol- 
ogy usually not understood 
by the medical industry. The 
people are being brainwashed 
into clamoring for the luxury 
and convenience of instant 
information everywhere. We 
are being seduced or manipu- 
lated into cell phone reliance 
and therefore tolerance for 
communications towers ev- 
erywhere. We are conditioned 
to go along and not question 
what these towers do to birds, 
bees, animals and people. Our 
consumer dollars are paying 
for an all-penetrating com- 
munication system that will 
benefit the police state of to- 
tal control. But people will 
become sicker and sicker, and 
the system will exploit that 
problem for its own aggran- 


dizement. The health of the 
masses will decline, and when 
millions of people face 
chronic, intractable, mysteri- 
ous illness, they will surely 
clamor for genetic engineer- 
ing. Industry will come for- 
ward with some gene therapy 
for asthma, for example, 
which has been increasing ex- 
ponentially... Yes, with all 
forms of human genetic engi- 
neering—that will be intro- 
duced as therapeutic, hu- 
manitarian and salvefic—we 
cross the border into the hell 
of the end of nature. 

For more information, 
please contact Cellular Phone 
Taskforce, POB’ 1337, 
Mendocino, CA 95460. 

—RosiIn COHEN 


Dear SFB, 

This is a response to 
Marilyn (may you soon be 
free!) in Samhain who asked 
how we can be environmen- 
talists in Israel while the is- 
sue of Palestinian indepen- 
dence remains unsettled. 

Simply, we are environ- 
mentalists here because we 
are environmentalists wher- 
ever we find ourselves. If our 
planet is to have a future ev- 
eryone must be one nowa- 
days. Should Americans stop 
working for the environment 
because the US is bombing 
Afghanistan, or is, more to 
the point here, occupying 
Indian land? 

The whole world is in dis- 
pute over land, and no one 
can sort it out. We feel it is 
time to move beyond nation- 
alist thinking and into the 
bio-regional. Once we tried 
to research water quality here, 
but could only find discus- 
sion of “Arab water” versus 
“Jewish water.” This helps 
water quality not at all. What 
does it avail to fight for a 
nation if there’s no Earth left? 
Earth First!, remember? 

Our hearts ache with our 
passionate desire for justice 
for all the people here, Jews, 
Arabs and others, and break 
over the reality. As in the US, 
many people here long for 
peace with nature and their 
neighbors, but governments 


and terrorists prevent its com- 
ing. Environmental action is 
one of the few areas where 
Jews and Arabs have been able 
to cooperate in Israel. There 
is also a struggling regional 
eco-peace movement that of- 
fers a more positive vision for 
the future than either Jewish 
or Arab nationalism. 

To quote a popular Israeli 
song, “No one is leaving 
here...so start loving.” 

Forthe Earth andits humans, 
—SHMUEL AND ALLISON OFANANSKY 


Greetings! 

I, Andrew Quinn, am a 36- 
year teacher in Dekalb County 
schools. I have two young 
sons and live in Chamblee, 
Georgia near Atlanta. I had 
vaguely heard of Earth First!, 
mostly negative, until I de- 
cided to investigate for my- 
self. There is a tremendous 
amount of conspicuous con- 
sumption in the Atlanta area. 
The amount of development 
and sprawl here is intense and 
often stultifying. I read the 
story of the sentencing of 
“Free” and “Critter” from Eu- 
gene, Oregon. I have felt what 
they have felt. A war is being 
waged upon our planet with 
no regards to long-term con- 
sequences. I don’t speak of 
my views often in my subur- 
ban community, and when I 
do, people look at you like 
you are crazy. Keep preach- 
ing y’all’s message. As a 
Roman Catholic, I have no 
choice but to exercise stew- 
ardship for creation, not 
exploiting it for one’s short- 
term gratification. | am ap- 
palled, disturbed, but now 
motivated by what you are 
doing at Earth First!; many of 
the greats were also called 
subversive in their lifetimes. 

Keep it up! 

—ANDREW QUINN 


Shit Fer Brains, 
Your terrorist website has 
been reported to the FBI. 
—JR SwENSON 
JRSWENSON@HOME.COM 


Greetings, 
I work for the Montana 
Democratic Party. I am also a 


member of the Sierra Club, 
the Wilderness Society and 
the Nature Conservancy, and 
I’ve been known to make con- 
tributions, do volunteer work 
and get personally involved 
in the political process. Ac- 
cording to your website, that 
apparently makes me a 
“namby pamby” environ- 
mentalist who supports orga- 
nizations that “suck up to bu- 
reaucrats.” I can assure you 
that my involvement in any 
one of the above-mentioned 
groups makes me someone 
who is thoroughly despised 
by the majority of the popu- 
lation of Montana and the 
inter-mountain 

West. People 
like my- 
self do not 
travel an 
easy road, 
but Earth 
First!, makes 
it sound like 
we are 
lazy, 


ineffec- 
tive fools that make 

no difference. Not true. I re- 
sent having my commitment, 
sincerity and effectiveness 
criticized. I get that crap from 
numerous sources on a regu- 
lar basis, but Ishouldn’t have 
to endure it from EF!. In my 
job alone, I sweat blood for 
many of the same ideals that 
you support. Politics is a very 
rough sport, it can be dirty 
(I’m not naive), and it some- 
times requires frustrating com- 
promises. At the level of my 
involvement, my “rewards” 
include low pay (I could make 
much more elsewhere), ex- 


Please Keep your 
letters fo lés 
than 300 words| 


tremely long hours, immense 
pressure, hatred, resentment 
and intimidation. Dealing 
with that on a daily basis is a 
bit more challenging than 
pouring sand in gas tanks. 
Like it or not, any environ- 
mental victories in this coun- 
try have been won through 
politics, the courts or the ef- 
forts of “namby-pamby” en- 
vironmental groups. While 
we share many of the same 
goals, I disagree with your 
methods. I can appreciate the 
risks of monkeywrenching, 
and I can understand why 
people feel driven to destruc- 
tive methods when all the 
right steps 
have 
been 
taken 
but a 
bla- 
tantly 
bad deci- 
sion is made 


anyway. 


Nonetheless, the overall 
impact of your organization is 
detrimental to the environ- 
mental movement. You make 
my struggle more difficult by 
galvanizing resistance to all 
environmentalists. I can list 
numerous examples of posi- 
tive progress made through 
the political process, the courts 
and the activities of other pro- 
environment groups. Can you 
do the same for the efforts of 
Earth First!? I doubt it. Your 
main accomplishmentis mak- 


ing people angry. 


I harbor no illusions that 
my opinions will alter your 
approach in any way, but there 
is one thing you should do: 
Get off your high horse! 1 alone 
have done more positive, tan- 
gible things for the planet than 
all of Earth First!. You need to 
redirect your energy. 

—PAUL SUNDBLAD 
INFOSYS@MONTANADEMOCRATS.ORG 


Dear SFB, 

In regards to the letter from 
“Peggy Sue” in the Samhain 
edition (Nov/Dec 2001) who 
was “elated” when she heard 
that the “exploding jets had 
hit the World Trade Center,” 
thinking a Palestinian group 
was behind the attack (“Woo 
Hoo! Go Palestine!”). What 
world is this person living in? 

After her feeling of elation, 
“Peggy Sue” learns the Palestin- 
ians are not suspected of the 
attack and she “grapples with 
the reality” of the situation. She 
then starts to quote Martin 
Luther King, Jr. only to bounce 
over to movie nostalgia and 
talking about nonviolence. | 

“Peggy Sue,” if you are lis- 
tening, make an appointment 
for mental health counseling 
as soon as possible. Anyone 
who is elated one moment 
over people crashing airplanes 
into the World Trade Center 
buildings and then talking 
about nonviolence the next 
is really very much mentally 
disturbed and in need of help! 

In the same Samhain edi- 
tion, the “Wolves and 
Poodles” section commends 
Representative Cynthia 
McKinney for sending an apol- 
ogy letter to Saudi “Prince” 
Alwaleed bin Talal after his 
$10 million dollar donation 
was rejected by New York 
Mayor Giuliani. This rejection 
was due to the “Prince’s” sug- 
gestion that US foreign policy 
was partly to blame for the 
September 11 attacks. 

While aspects of US for- 
eign policy make me sick, I 
can certainly understand 
Giuliani’s statement in  re- 
sponse to the “Prince’s” com- 
ments. Giuliani stated there 
was no moral equivalent for 
the 9/11 attacks and people 
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lost any right to justification 
when they slaughtered inno- 
cent people. It’s nice to see 
someone in elected office, for 
once, reject money for the sake 
of principle. 

And did the “Wolves and 
Poodles” contributors even 
think about where this $10 
million was coming from? 
Alwaleed bin Talal is estimated 
to be the sixth richest person 
in the world. His wealth did 


of felonies. It really is nice to 
hear like minded people, and 
to be included in thought and 
knowing what’s up while we 
are on the inside. 

I’d also like to send my dis- 
gust to Huckleberry the rap- 


' ist. Man! What’s wrong with 


not fall out of the sky, but’ 


instead had a basis in the prof- 
its the Saudi royal family has 
reaped off the sale of oil to the 
gas guzzling Americans. 

In her letter to Alwaleed bin 
Talal, Representative McKinney 
mentions the documentation 
Amnesty International has on 
problems with Israel and the 
Palestinians. But she doesn’t 
offend “the Royal Highness,” 
as she calls him, by going into 
the Saudi Arabian human 
rights history. 

According to Amnesty In- 
ternational, in Saudi Arabia 
women face severe discrimi- 
nation, political activists face 
arbitrary arrest and secretive 
judicial procedures deny the 
most basic rights, such as the 
right to be defended by a trial. 
Torture and ill treatment of 
prisoners are common. The 
“Prince” and his pals in the 
Saudi government also con- 
tinue to enforce a ban on 
politician parties and trade 
unions. It’s nota surprise then 
that there are no Earth First! 
groups in Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Alwaleed bin Talal is 
still free to travel to the US 
and shoot his mouth off on 
any street corner about for- 
eign policy opinions. But to 
allude that the “Prince,” and 
his supporter Representative 
McKinney, are some type of 
heroes, is really off the mark. 

Sincerely, 

—Bos KrZEWINsKI 


Dear SFB, 

I’d like to thank you for my 
issues of the Journal. Plus I 
have to say “thanks for the 
kind words,” that North 
American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners’ support Network 
has said about us convicted 
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you? I have to say Mr. Huck- 
leberry that you are no differ- 
ent than the government on 
how they rape us and other 
countries. Even I feel violated 
with your actions. 

I’m going to keep this one 
short. But again thanks for 
everything, and [look forward 
to being on the frontlines with 
all of you again. Plus I hope 
that people start writing me, 
and others soon. 

Fall Creek, Free and Critter! 
Get in touch with me! 

Sincerely, 


—RODNEY Marco WADE 


#38058 ICC N-15-B g 
POB 70010, 
Boise, ID 83707 #% 


Dear Earth First!, 
Hello, I write : 
to you because 
a friend of { 
mine is re- 
ceiving and 
participating 
in your bi- 
monthly 


magazine. I have heard of the 


fight of Earth vs. man. Hu- 
mankind has raped this planet 
and will continue to rape it. I 
hear of the small fierce battles 
for a tree here, an acre of land 
there. I would like to thank 
each and every effort. Thank 
you! The only thing I am not 
hearing is how we plan to 
replace the luxuries of indus- 
trial civ.? Because as a race we 
are selfish. And reality as it is 
now will continue to produce 
people that are selfish. As a 
race, humanity has no goals, 
no outside driving force, no 
care for where it is headed. 
So if your mind is caught 
on what color the multiverse 
made you or anything small 


and petty, then you haven’t 

done anything to change the 

focus of humanity and it will 

keep raping every planet it 
comes into contact with. 

Looking for the solutions, 

—RoGeER GEARHART 

#50558 N-13-B 

ICC POB 70010 

Boise, IpaHo 83703 


Dear SFB, 

I want to thank you with all 
my heart for the article on 
prisoner support in your Dec/ 
Jan issue. 

I’ve been in prison for eight 
years and for me the most 
important support possible is 
a letter from the real world. 

Nothing is easy in here. They 
put you here to suffer and 
that’s exactly 
what you’re 
going to do. 
Prisoners 
have many 

natural en- 
emies, but 


the biggest, the one constant 
that threatens to destroy our 
very soul, is loneliness. 

You may never see a man 
smile in here—that is until 
he hears his name during 
mail call. 

A letter for me is the most 
valuable gift in the world, it’s 
a beacon of hope, it’s a win- 
dow to a world that’s fading 
from my memory. It’s the one 
happy event that no prison 
guard can take away from me. 

The famous question: What 
would I say in a letter to a 
prisoner? That’s easy! Did you 
smell or touch the petal of a 
real flower today or run your 
fingers through the soft fur of 
a dog? Did you witness a child 


hugging it’s mother or feel the 
wind stinging your face? In 
short, what would you not 
have to say to a prisoner who 
finds even the most common 
event in your life wondrous? 
Just remember you're writing 
to a human being and the rest 
comes easy. 

The absolute best support 
you can offer a prisoner is a 
letter to let them know they’re 
not alone and that you care. 

—JouN Apams 768543 
Rr. 1 BOX 150 
TENNESSEE CoLony, TX 75884 


Editors’ Note: One of our 
artistic contributors has asked 
us to list his contact info for 
anyone who would like to 
correspond with an impris- 
oned Earth First!er: 

TIM BRANTLEY 

K 88441 

POB 3030 B4-119 
SUSANVILLE, CA 96127-3030 


Dear SFB, 

A spokesperson from the 
Forest Service recently at- 
tended the Rainbow Family 
Thanksgiving council in 
Michigan. Anne Melle was 
there to answer questions 
about group use permits 
which are required for gath- 
erings of 75 persons or more 
in national forests. The Rain- 
bow Family believes that their 
right to gather is protected by 
the constitution, and that no 
individual can sign a permit 
for a non-hierarchical gath- 
ering. The Forest Service 
spokesperson made it pretty 
clear that she was not there to 
compromise or negotiate. 
From what I’ve heard, Earth 
First! was issued a group use 
permit last Summer without 
a signer. Perhaps the Forest 
Service is more inclined to 
compromise with a group of 
activists. In any event, the 
permit issue will no doubt be 
present again this summer at 
Rainbow gatherings. The For- 
est Service has already reached 
the conclusion that regional 
gatherings can effectively be 
stopped through roadblocks, 
tickets and illegal searches. 
They probably considered 
shutting down last year’s na- 


tional gathering but deter- 
mined that it would be too 
dangerous to try to arrest 
15,000 people in a national 
forest. Several gathering at- 
tendees from 1999 and 2000 

are still facing federal prison 
terms for “attending an ille- 

gal gathering.” Those cases are 
being appealed to the Supreme 
Court. I hope that more forest 

. activists will attend gatherings 
in the future. The federal gov- 
ernment is taking aim at the 
) rights of all Americans to 
gather in national forests. Not 

only through group-use laws, 

but through a fee system that 

they want to expand. For more 
information about legal issues 

see www.freeassembly.org. 
Forinformation about Rainbow 
gatherings, the unofficial web- 

site is www.welcomehome.org. 
—JEREMY MILLER 


Dear SFB, 

You failed to list the single 
individual whose eco-terror- 
ism, world-wide in reach, sur- 
passes by an order of magni- 
tude the sum of the degrada- 
tions of the 24 corpo-pigs you 
featured in the Journal’s 
Samhain edition. And, yes, 
we have his name and ad- 
dress: 

| The Holy Father 
| —Wappy 


Dear SFB, 
Ok, so you can incenderize 
a fuel tanker, but much easier, 
more effective in all ways is to 
simply put some Mother Earth 
in the tank, thus sabotaging 
many vehicles. Enter Danna. 
In love and rage 
Bright Blessings. 
—AMDO 


hi, 

I’m a vegan, 15 years old (I'll 
be 16 onJuly 30) and I’m inter- 
ested in leftist eco-defense... I 
wanted to express my opinion 
to u on something... don’t u 
think it’s hypocritical that 
some Earth First!ers aren’t even 
fully vegi? I think anyone in- 
volved with Earth First! should 
be at least fully vegi, including 
that they don’t consume fish. 
Anyway, thanks for your pa- 
tience. Peace. 


Dear SFB, 

Since ideas can be more 
dangerous than incendiary 
bombs, I want to respond to 
three points in Mary 
Hanford’s counterpoint tomy 
essay that I found terrifying, 
and one misguided personal 
attack (Yule ‘02). 

1) I pointed out that Toby 
Bradshaw, the target of the 
May 21 arson attack at the 
University of Washington, 
had not conducted any ge- 
netic engineering. Mary re- 
sponded, “What better time 
to stop a project than before 
it has started?” It’s a good 
thing that criminal law 
doesn’t operate by this ap- 
proach. Otherwise Mary 
would be in jail right now for 
arson, as her writing alone is 
enough to clearly show she 
contemplates it. By her own 
logic, why should the police 
wait for her to actually torch 
something when she can be 
jailed for her destiny? 

2) Mary justifies the collat- 
eral damage done by the fires: 
“However, these scientists 
cannot be the environmental 
saviors that the media por- 
trays them as, otherwise they 
would have protested their 
colleague...” It pains me to 
note the essential similarity 
of this to Osama 
bin Laden’s state- 
ment that there 
were no inno- 
cent victims of 
the WTC attacks, 
because even the © 
Muslims that died 
in the building 
were not fully en- 
gaged in his jihad 
(and everyone 
else was an infi- | 
del!). I further 
hope that Mary 
knows what all 
her friends, neigh- 
bors and co-workers are up to, 
because some fanatic might 
likewise hold her accountable 
for their deeds and beliefs. 

3) I proposed an axiom to 
guide action: The more ex- 
treme your tactic of choice, 
the more responsibility you 
have for knowing the culpa- 
bility and appropriateness of 


how us yours 


before we 
how you ours 
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your target, and for thinking 
through the human and stra- 
tegic implications of your ac- 
tions. Mary oddly referred to 
this axiom as “elitism” anda 
“double standard,” and pro- 
posed reversing the onus such 
that “...those who are not 
fighting with all the tools at 
their disposal be subject to 
the higher standard...” Such 
is the arrogance of true be- 
lievers of all stripes— 
mujahadeen, wise use, militia, 
neo-nazi, anti-abortion cru- 
sader. I trust that Mary would 
want those lunatics to think 
hard before setting fire to 
anything dear to her. Does 
she have complete confidence 
that her cause is more pure 
and righteous than any of 
theirs? Even if it is, is every 
blow for the cause equally 
essential? Is a fur farm the 


same asa timber mill the same 


as McDonald’s the same as a 
genetic engineering lab the 
same as a nuke plant—or do 
the details not even matter? 

For my part, I’ve seen 
enough terror around the 
world to believe that we’re 
better off dueling for the fate 
the Earth with ideas rather 


than bully tactics. 

But who am I? Mary ques- 
tioned my credibility, going 
so far as to say that I “...inter- 
rupted a planned protest dur- 
ing Clinton’s Timber (sic) 
Summit in Portland by threat- 
ening to turn in the activ- 
ists.” I tried hard to recall 
what incident she might be 
referring to. The Forest Sum- 
mit was a hectic period and 
every faction was active. For 
instance, we organized a For- 
est Celebration that attracted 
over 70,000 people to 
Portland’s waterfront in the 
rain to hear speeches and 
musical stars. I thought this 
event was our brightest hour, 
crowning a decade of orga- 
nizing. But others thought 
the focus should have been 
to honor forest protesters 
rather than forests, and ten- 
sions ran high. Still, I 
couldn’t recall anything like 
what Mary described. 

Then I remember one ac- 
tion that did happen a couple 
of days before Clinton arrived. 
Some radicals climbed the 
Forest Service Region 6 head- 
quarters and hung a banner. 
I’ve attached a photo from 
the event. That guy on the 
left, 30 feet up the exposed 
wall, is me. 

—MITCH FRIEDMAN 


Dear Dirt First! shit fer brains, 
Watermelon, watermelon! 
Ho Chi Minh! 

Yer green on the outside, 
yer red on the in! 

Quit bashing the white 
middle class—close the bor- 
ders now. 

Fuck you and your Che 
Guevara! 
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continued from page 2 

Now, I don’t mean stay in yer 
house and outta the streets, courts, 
forests, deserts, etc. I mean find your 
streets, forests, courts, deserts, moun- 
tains, neighborhoods, 
swamps, prairies, etc. 
Find your places and be- 
come them. Y’all know 
as well as I do that this 
struggle is not some ab- 
Stract struggle for the 
Earth, the wild or for 
justice. It’s for real, with 
real places, critters and 
folks. To win the trust of 
the land and critters and 
folks who live there, we 
have to settle down and 
live there too. Traveling 
across the country and 
globe is fun and excit- 
ing. But I don’t believe 
we will be successful un- 
less we settle down, 
make some serious con- 
nections and get to 
work. Now, last year I 
did a lot of reading on 
all this globalization 
hoopla and found some 
pretty good stuff on al- 
ternatives to the global- 
izing/ eat-the-planet/ 
make-money/ pave-ev- 
erything paradigm of 
McWorld. Wendell 
Berry and _ Helena 
Norberg-Hodge have 
taken to calling it local- 
ization. That name and 
idea appeals to me. The 
basic idea is that we 
should have local needs met with 
local production, with surplus traded 
regionally and internationally only 
when really necessary. Pulling this 
“turn to the local” paradigm shift off 
will entail a major re-working of our 
Earth killing infrastructure. We need 
localization of economy, ecology, 
culture, politics, etc. We need to take 
seriously that old hippie granola slo- 
gan, “Think Globally-Act Locally.” 
Now, protest and campaign hopping 
may be a lot of fun, but will it really 
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contribute to long-term change? 
How about the harder work of tak- 
ing folks out to learn their local 
ecosystem—even if it is not as glam- 
orous as the ancient redwoods or 


Sustainable homestead in 


the Amazon rainforest. How about 
the really hard work of earning the 
trust and respect of folks in the 
neighborhood and community? Or 
the even harder work of. protesting 
where no one else dares to? 

Most of us come from somewhere 


other than where we live. In some 
places, we will always be “outsiders.” 
But if we work, play, protest and 
organize real hard and sink roots, 
someday we or our kids might just be 
accepted as “insiders” and 
be able to affect some real 
change. So, give yourself 
to the land, not abstract 
notions of the Earth or 
the wild, but to real 
places, with real live 
plants, bugs, animals and 
people that you interact 
with, serve, teach and 
learn from. Commit your- 
self to home, land and 
community. Know where 
you live. Sink roots, get 
to know people, learn and 
know the flora and fauna 
of your place. Ask the fun 
questions: Where does 
the water go and where 
does it come from? What 
is possible in your home: 
gardens, restoration, 
wildcrafting, resistance? 
What is the natural and 
humyn history and 
herstory of your place? 
Fall in Love. Defend what 
you love, what you are a 
part of and what is a part 
” i of you. Practice resurrec- 
tion (not of dead guys, 
1 silly—the land!). But most 
' ‘ of all, remember Cactus 
Ed’s advice—be out with 
{the land, have fun and 
outlive the bastards! 
ae —john johnson 
Tennessee johnjohnson is active with 
Katuah Earth First! in Southern Appala- 
chia. He doesn’t capitalize his name 
because he doesn’t believe in capitalism. 
His deep, dark secret is that he is really a 
yankee from New Jersey who moved south 
at a tender age and went “native.” Y’all 
go visit, ya hear? 


Your Bioregion Is? 


NEOLIBERALISM continued from page 6 


Recently, International Paper took over Champion 
and its operations in the South. This follows a rash of 
corporate take-overs and mergers that has led to much 
consolidation in the industry. The paper companies 
get bigger, jobs become more uncertain and forest 
ecosystems continue to disappear. 

The pulp and paper industry continually refers to the 
American South as the “fiber basket” of the world. This 
exemplifies their attitude toward the forest as nothing but 
a crop to be harvested and local communities as share- 
croppers to do the harvesting. The industry also introduces 
expensive big machines to the logging business, forcing 
small loggers to cut more and at a faster rate, trapping 
them in a cycle of debt and dependency. 

Industrial-scale logging impacts the soil far more than 
previous logging because the machines tear up the Earth 
and compact the soil, leaving it vulnerable to erosion from 
the wind and rain and exposure to too much sunlight. 
Who knows what kinds of vital soil organisms are lost to 
UV-b radiation and erosion. The chip mill propagandists 
would actually have us believe that clearcutting is good for 
the forest. How do they expect to “grow” a better forest 
when they are depleting the soil? 

Multinational corporations seek to use so-called free 
trade agreements to “liberalize” trade and investment. 
Along with pressuring governments to enact business 
friendly legislation and international financial institutions 
to lend money to “development projects,” the corporate 
agenda is to lower trade barriers and bypass environmental, 


Southern Forest Resource Assessment Spinnings... 


According to the Dogwood Alliance, 
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Atthe sedut Nepcobe, : federline : 
state “resource” agenciesreleasedtheir 
much-anticipated Southern Forest 
Resource Assessment (SFRA). The SFRA 
was conducted by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Tennessee Valley _ 
Authority and the Environmental =—s_,”’. 
Protection Agency, with leadership = + 4.4 
and control by the US Forest Service 4. 
(USES). Various universities and state 
epartmentsalso contributed. x 
ear study of Southern forests 
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worker and consumer protection standards in the name 
of efficiency, profit and “free markets.” These free trade 
agreements make it easier to exploit natural resources 
and workers alike. The global marketplace means 
disruption and even death for local communities, 
economies and especially for the natural systems that 
support them. Corporations owe no allegiance to 
communities, let alone nation-states. They are in the 
business of making a profit and all other considerations 
take a back seat to the bottomline. Industry bends nature 
and communities to its will and the twisted logic and 
imperative of profit-above-all. 

In our work to protect the forests, we must recognize that 
they are the victims of a global system. We must see that 
these corporate forces are destroying lives and ecosystems 
across the planet. Our struggles of resistance should also 
include a global perspective. We will not be able to protect 
our home forests until all forests, communities and wild 
areas are safe. Just as we do not want our homes in the 
American Southeast to be global sacrifice zones for so-called 


progress, we do not want sacrifice zones anywhere. We will — 


not fully protect our forests until we have dismantled the 
modern industrial-capitalist infrastructure and replaced it 
with something new that is local, just, equitable and 
sustainable. We've got a lot of work to do—lets get busy! 

For more information on the campaigns to protect 
beautiful Southern forests, please check in with the various 
local “factions” of Katuah Earth First! listed in the back of 
the Journal. Please also contact the Dogwood Alliance, 
info@dogwoodalliance.org; www.dogwoodalliance.org, 
and visit www.stopstaples.net. 


five million acres of forest land are 
being cut each year across the South 
to feed the pulp, paper and timber 
industry. The South contains only 40, 
percent of America’s forest land, yet 


nation’s pulpwood. Out of 214 mi 


putting Southern forests on a she 


what you could call sustainable, given 
that mature Southern hardwood 


years old. Only 14 million acres of t 
South’s forests are protected. - 
According to the SFRA, timb 
harvesting in the South increase 
percent between 1977 and 1997 a1 
is expected to increase another | 
percent by the year 2040. Corpc 
- ownership of land has also in: 
going from 16 million acresin 1 
20 million acres in 1999. Ab 
percent of the South’s forests 
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produces some 75 percent of the 


acres of forest land, roughly 200 
million are “available” (although 
many landholders decide not to cut), 


40-year “harvesting” rotation. Hardly. 


forests average between 150 to. 300 


private hands, spread out among 
some five million landowners. 

The spinmeisters at the USFS have 
decided to let the pulp and paper 
industry off the hook. They have 
concluded, despite their own data 
showing otherwise, that sprawl is a 
greater threat to forests than 


Long Leaf Pine for- 
ests are down to the 
last two percent of 
their former range. 


clearcutting and conversion of na- 
tive forests to pine plantations. Ac- 
cording to the SFRA, the areas of the 
South most threatened by develop- 
ment and sprawl are the Coastal 
plains, the Piedmont and the South- 
ern Appalachian Mountains. Each 
area is projected to lose more than 
one million acres of forest a year to 
sprawl. Bears, bobcats and foxes are 
species reported to be most in dan- 
ger of not adapting to the future 
development. 

Long Leaf Pine forests are down to 
the last two percent of their former 


range. Hardwood removal is set to 


exceed growth by 2025, and softwood 
removal already exceeds growth in 
some areas. Yet this is “nota concern” 
to paper industry officials. 

The SFRA seems to think that pine 
plantations are viable forest habi- 
tats, even though their own data 
shows that pine monocultures lose 


what little biodiversity they do have 


as they mature. The SFRA also states 
that from 1995 to 2040 pine “for- 
ests” are projected to increase by 67 
percent, from 32 to 54 million acres, 
resulting in a massive replacement 
of native forests with pine planta- 
tions. While the monoculture sprawl 
of the suburbs is a definite threat, 
many feel that the spread of monoc- 
ulture pine plantations masquerad- 
ing as forests is a greater threat. Both 
represent devastating blows to a re- 
gion that is trying to recover from 
past abuses and is just now being 
recognized as a global hot spot for 
terrestrial and aquatic biological di- 
versity. 
The SFRA can be found at 
www. sts.fs.fed.us/sustain/ 
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continued from page 8 
When Argentina was forced to “peg” 
its currency to the dollar, which made 
the peso overvalued, it made it nearly 
impossible to escape recession. A mild 
recession was turned into an inter- 
national economic crisis created di- 
rectly by the IMF. 

In 1999, the World Bank and In- 
ter-American Development Bank 
(IDB) approved the use of SAPs. They 
were approved as part of a two-bil- 
lion-dollar pilot experiment. The 
“budget cuts” that President De la 
Rua promised the IMF were not fully 
pushed through, so the IMF, which 
has lent Argentina $18 billion since 
1999, decided to end financial aid. 
The IMF demands fiscal austerity, 
which hurts the poor most ofall and 
demands that social services be sac- 
rificed to the business interests and 
financial investments of multina- 
tional corporations. 


Which Way Forward? 

It’s imperative that people don’t 
fall into the dead-end of social de- 
mocracy or reformism. It doesn’t look 
very likely that the government will 
succeed in enforcing a military dicta- 
torship onto such an ungovernable 
populace, so their only other option 
is to use social democratic politicians 
who vaguely promise change and re- 
form claiming to be on the side of the 
people. This is just another tactic used 
to pacify the unrest—once their power 
is consolidated they will build up a 
highly powerful police state to make 
sure nothing like this ever happens 
again. This happened in Bolivia in 
2000. There was a near-revolution, 


with most of the country shut down 
by a general strike and road blockades 
throughout most cities. The town of 
Cochabamba won a victory over cor- 
porate takeover of their water, but 
unfortunately they eventually gave 
in to the reformist pleas for order. As 
some of the graffiti from Paris in May 
’68 said, “Those who make revolu- 
tions only half-way merely dig their 
Own graves.” 

As anarchists, where do we stand? 
How can the masses of working 
people form a dual-power to the state 
and organize their society along lines 
of direct participatory democracy, 
social equality and mutual aid? What 
forces in Argentina already exist that 
have a coherent theoretical under- 
standing of anti-authoritarian prin- 
ciples and tactics. How are these 
principles and tactics going to be 
popularized and agitated for? 

The most promising answer to the 
question of organization are the bur- 
geoning Argentinean soviets 
(Asambleas Populares). The people of 
Almagro, Buenos Aires, have formed 
a popular assembly as a real alterna- 
tive to the state. 

In their “Declaration” they write: 
“The state of assembly and mobili- 
zation (is) the only way to guaran- 
tee our rights as workers, neighbors 
and Argentineans. We call all the 
neighborhoods of the Capital to cre- 
ate and take part in all the assem- 
blies and forms of organization set 
up by their neighbors and 
organizations.And we call to create 
connection commissions (comisiones 
de enlace) with the assemblies al- 
ready formed or about to be formed.” 


Among their demands are the immediate resignation of 
the Supreme Court, the immediate liberty of all political 
prisoners and an end to the neoliberal policies of the IMF 
and World Bank. Their call for a “convocation of a free and 
sovereign Popular Constituent Assembly in all the coun- 
try, based on popular assemblies in the neighborhoods, 
factories, counties and provinces” is clearly a revolutionary 
one, demanding the solidarityandsup- f At 
port of North American radicals. iN 

A danger to keep in mind is that if a 
popular revolution becomes successful, 
and mutual aid counter-institutions are 
created on a large scale, the US or the 
UN could intervene militarily as a 
“peacekeeping force.” This is not as 
unrealistic as it sounds. There are nu- 
merous examples of states or coalitions 
of states intervening to crush popular 
revolutions and experiments in self- 
sufficiency (Nicaragua, Chile, Cuba, 
etc.). Apart from the Leninist take-over 
of these revolutions, there were also real 
practical experiments in self-organiza- 
tion, direct democracy and mutual aid. 
Keep in mind that Bush described Ar- 
gentina as a “key friend and ally” and 
isn’t too eager to lose US hegemony in 
Latin America. The truth is, Argentina is 
a resource-rich country, and could pro- mt 
vide the means of subsistence forevery 0” /Janua 
individual if organized rationally and 
with people in mind instead of profits. 


- & 
4 
jemand % 


ce at 
Lit ge) § 


ry 10, a group of pr 
an Argentina embassy and raised an 
anarchist flag on the building. 


After September 11, the US government has a new 
arsenal of repressive legislation and a new batch of 
excuses with which to crush popular dissent. A popular 
revolution in Argentina could be conflated with “terror- 
ism,” and moral legitimacy for a military attack would 
be maintained in the eyes of the US. 

This would be especially bolstered by the fact that the people 

8 ) of Argentina might have to arm them- 
selves in self-defense against any kind of 
imperialist attack. This is not unlikely; 
arms already played a part in the political 
scene, asanti-Duhalde leftists and Peronist 
supporters fought in the streets. 

Hopefully these earthquakes will 
shake the rest of Latin America and 
help mobilize the people of Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Brazil, whose militancy is 
not in doubt. These countries are 
equally fucked by the IMF and World 
Bank and only self-organization and 
practical self-sufficiency will be able to 
create a credible alternative. 

If North American anti-capitalists 
remain in solidarity with the people of 
Argentina, and real links are built be- 
tween the two continents, then Bush 
is going to have a hard time planning 
a military intervention in the coming 
struggles ahead. 

For more info and the latest news 
visit www.argentina.indymedia.org, 
www.ainfos.ca and www.infoshop.org. 
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Attention Earth First!ers: 


RaIseE Your FIsTs IN THE AIR AND STEP 
AWAY FROM THE Hippie! 


BY ANAMARIA FLORES 


Hippies, a familiar trope of popular 
culture, have become something of a 
mythical figure in the US. Popular 
culture, with its portrayal of hippies as 
spaced-out stoners incapable of string- 
ing together more than two sentences 
at a time, has done more for the cre- 
ation of this myth than any move- 
mentor actions hippies have ever been 
involved in. Anyone who believes in a 
relationship form outside of the stan- 
dard Noah’s Ark pair-off (vegetarian- 
ism, veganism, environmentalism, 
consumer awareness, 
class consciousness or 
anticapitalism)is 
branded a hippie by those 
living stagnant status 
quo lives. However, in 
the hands of popular cul- 
ture, the joke is always 
on the hippie who insists 
upon living as if the 
1960s have never come 
to an end. Hippies are 
hippies. That it is 2002 
seems to make no 
difference—or does it? 

The difference thirty- 
odd years makes is poi- 
gnant. Although many 
Earth First!ers look like hippies (long 
hair, patchwork clothes), smell like 
hippies (the scent of body odor com- 
bined with patchouli or sandalwood 
both precedes and follows individuals 
as they walk down the street) and live 
like hippies (co-ops, collective living, 
farms), something is radically differ- 
ent. It is this difference that I wish to 
explore in this article. Why is this 
important and who really cares? I 
would like to suggest that any dedi- 
cated Earth First!er should care. Asso- 
ciation with the myth of the hippie is 
detrimental to the work that Earth 
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Firstlers attempt to accomplish. 

To begin with, what precisely is the 
definition of a hippie? The word itself 
is so arbitrary and subjective that one 
is hard pressed to come up with a 
single definition. Although my own 
definition has certainly been shaped 
and formed to some extent by popular 
culture (including the History 
Channel’s special presentations on the 
Summer of Love), the core of my defi- 
nition springs from my experience on 
Dead Tour for many years surrounded 
by those who lay claim to the moniker 
“hippie.” A bi-layered definition of 
“hippie” is the result of my years of 


% 


empirical research. 

Privilege forms the first layer of my 
definition. Hippies are privileged: 
sometimes class privilege, sometimes 
white skin privilege. The two are not 
mutually exclusive, nor are they al- 
ways paired. To choose to live a cer- 
tain lifestyle outside of the status 
quo is a privilege, the key word being 
“choose.” Take vegetarianism for ex- 
ample. For most people in the world, 
the ability to choose not to eat some- 
thing is unattainable. The lifestyle of 
the hippie pivots around the free- 
dom to choose. Hippies choose not 


to bathe. They make a choice to live 
in collectives with two, three or 15 
other people. In contrast, working class 
and poor people do not possess the 
same freedom of choice nor would 
they make the same ones if they 
could. The hippie’s lack of class con- 
sciousness is as shocking as it is 
absurd. This deliberate mis-recogni- 
tion is a hallmark of bourgeois privi- 
lege. How is it possible to ignore the 
fact that hippies are able to live 
their freechoice lives only because work- 
ing-class and poor people live hand-to- 
mouth or in abject poverty? 
Narcissism and hedonism, com- 
bined with collective 
self-deception, form the 
second layer of my defi- 
nition of “hippie.” With 
the freedom of choice 
that class privilege pro- 
vides, hippies engage in 
a never-ending cycle of 
Js pleasure seeking. They 
"4 5 travel all over the world 
? with their US passports, 
=spend their evenings 
cooking potlucks and 
socializing with friends, 
smoke really good bud, 
never work nine-to- 
five, winter in the 
South and summer in the North. For 
hippies, one’s individual pleasure is 
always at the forefront. Never mind 
that corporations are running amuck 
through old-growth forests, that 42 
million people in the US have no 
health insurance, that one in four 
Africans is infected with HIV/AIDS, 
that the Palestinians are being anni- 
hilated by Israel, that every night of 
the week right here in the South- 
west thousands of people risk their 
lives fleeing through the desert fol- 
lowing the open veins of Latin 
America into the belly of the beast. 
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You have to be self-criti- 
cal, recognize your privi- 
lege, challenge the myth of 
the hippie as it is associ- 
ated with your movement. 
You have to stop treating 
workers with contempt. 
You are confused. 


Again, the lack of class conscious- 
ness is as absurd as it is shocking. How 
does one go about living a life de- 
voted to the pleasure principle in the 
face of life’s little realities as noted 
above? It’s easy to do so when one 
uses their class privilege and/ or white 
skin privilege for their own narcissis- 
tic and hedonistic purposes. 

So, what makes hippies today differ- 
ent from the hippies of the 1960’s and 
what does any of this have to do with 
Earth First!? To begin with, the privilege 
to choose can certainly be applied to 
many Earth First!ers. It is a privilege to 
choose to fight for Mother Earth. It is a 
privilege to choose to become a tree- 
dweller. It’s a privilege to obtain neces- 
sary gear for building a base camp using 
a “five-fingered discount” as suggested 
in the Earth First! Direct Action Manual 
(blondes with blue eyes are much less 
likely to be followed around a store 
while shopping). If jailed for any reason, 
frequently a parent knows of (or is) a 
good lawyer and the culprit is freed with 
just a “slap on the wrist.” Privileges all. 

But Earth First!ers are different from 
the hippie as defined above. What 
makes them so is their militancy and 
their absolute dedication to Mother 
Earth rather than hedonism or narcis- 
sism. Rather than the apolitical hippie, 
Earth First!ers are highly political, fre- 
quently rooted in anarchism. The work 
that is being done is good work, en- 
abling the survival of animals and 
people in the present and in the future. 
Activists are serving long sentences in 
prisons around the country and some, 
such as David “Gypsy” Chain, have 
been murdered for their militancy. Yet 
the privilege still exists. Earth First!ers 
frequently vacation all over the globe, 
flashing their US passports, and attend 
liberal arts colleges. A contradiction. 
What to do? 

To begin with, Earth First!ers should 
challenge the image of their move- 
ment as a “hippie” movement. Don’t 


kid yourselves; “redneck”, punk or 
black-clad hippies don’t escape this 
judgement nor should they (a hippie 
by any other name). As I noted, popu- 
lar culture and even those who are a 
little more “in the know” do not take 
hippies seriously. Why would they 
and why should they? Hippies don’t 
take themselves seriously. Earth 
First!ers, on the other hand, are not to 
be taken lightly. Why then do Earth 
First!ers do nothing to disengage their 
movement from the myth of the hip- 
pie? Why are Earth First!ers not more 
class conscious? What purpose does it 
serve harassing the Staples workers in 
Burlington, Vermont?(see EF!/] Dec/Jan 
2002) How are Earth First!ers “getting 
right in the face of the beast and spit- 
ting in it” by making more work for 
people making six dollars per hour? 
To say that the relationship between 
EF!ers and workers is characterized by 
animosity is putting it kindly. It is no 
wonder that class-based movements 
in New York City such as Vieques 
Support Campaign, Mujeres Para Pazy 
Justicia, Al-Awda: The Palestinian Right 
To Return Coalition, the Green Grocer 
Movement and New York: Not In Our 
Name are suspicious of Earth First!ers. 
Are there no affinities between move- 
ments on the East Coast, where the 
emphasis is placed on the urban, and 
movements on the West Coast where 
the emphasis is placed on the environ- 
ment? If affinities do not exist, we 
have to ask: why don’t they? If the 
struggle for revolution affects us all, 
then why are we not working together? 
How do struggles such as those for 
immigration rights fit into the sche- 
mata of Earth First!? 

The locus of responsibility lies on 
the Earth First! movement. It is up to 
you all to make public the knowledge 
you possess in regards to environ- 
mental destruction and to explain 
the tactics you use 
and why. Earth 
First! could use the 
support of other 
movements 
around the coun- 
try. Many EFlers 
are languishing in 
jail and others 
will, in all prob- 
ability, join them 
in the future. Non- 


environmental and/or human rights: 
movements can offer monetary sup- 
port for defense attorneys, get involved 
in the political prisoner letter- writing 
campaigns and, most importantly, 
help to make others aware of the im- 
portance of Earth First! actions, 
thereby enabling Earth First!ers to. 
continue to carry on with their work. 
In order for all this to happen, how-. 
ever, Earth First!ers must disengage 
themselves from the image of the 
tree-hugging apolitical hippie in or- 
der to engage themselves with the 
everyday struggles of the working class 
that so impact the environment. Part 
of this will come with the recognition 
of the privilege that allows Earth 
Firstlers to be Earth First!ers. The 
same spirit of militant dedication to 
saving old-growth forests must be 
applied to each individual Earth 
First!er. You have to be self-critical, 
recognize your privilege and chal- 
lenge the myth of the hippie as it is 
associated with your movement. You 
have to stop treating workers with 
contempt. You are confused. The 
real enemies are the owners and the 
capitalist system that exploits and 
rapes and pillages in its never-end- 
ing quest for material goods to sell 
and consume. Look around at the 
people in the movement with you. 
Ask yourselves why there aren’t 
many African Americans, Latinos or 
Indigenous North Americans. How 
many working-class people swell 
your ranks? Challenge yourselves 
and your privilege. There is no more 
time for self-gratifying separatism. 
Here in the belly of the beast, move- 
ments are stagnant and nothing is 
changing. We are, in fact, sliding 
backward. What bridges will Earth 
First! build with other movements 
around the country, what new level 
of militancy will Earth First! adopt? 


CLASS WA 
JUST DO IT. 
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BY HOLLY WREN SPAULDING 


Swiss-owned Perrier Corporation, a distributor of bottled 
water, has its sights set on Michigan water. Those, like 
retired librarian Terry Swier, who believe in protecting this 
precious resource, are bracing for a fight. 

Swier is president of Michigan Citizens for Water Conser- 
vation (MCWC), a group committed to advocating for 
Michigan’s water and the rights of the general public in 
this regard. To this end, her group has filed a lawsuit 
against Perrier. The company has proven its disregard for 
many water-related laws and standards in its bid to make 
Mecosta County in central Michigan home to a new water 
bottling plant. This has not gone unnoticed by some of the 
folks living in the areas surrounding the building site. “We 
have to be good ancestors,” Swier said, “I have two genera- 
tions—my children and my grandchildren—that I am 
looking after.” 

Vandana Shiva, director of the Research Foundation on 
Science, Technology and Ecology, is one among many who 
believe that the wars of the future will be fought over water. 
She and other critics of corporate globalization have a 
problem with the fact that, in an era when drought and 
desertification are on an increase, global trade agreements 
are making it ever easier for large corporations like Perrier 
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in Michigan... 


(aka Great Springs Waters of America) to do their business 
irrespective of how this affects people and the Earth. 

Water is now Officially designated as a “commodity” 
under various international trade agreements. According 
to WTO regulations and the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), any impediment to the free flow of 
commerce (including environmental protections) is con- 
sidered a “barrier to trade,” and in that sense, illegal. 

Furthermore, such trade agreements have guidelines for 
“preferential treatment,” which basically say that if one 
corporation (whether indigenous or foreign) gains access 
to an area to extract a resource, no restrictions can be made 
on any other corporation that might wish to do the same 
because it would not be “fair.” If future investors in the 
region were to be turned away for some reason, the state, 
and in some cases the Federal government, would be liable 
to pay fines to the corporation for its “loss of potential 
profits” even though, according to federal law, all such 
diversion or “out of basin transfer” would be illegal. This 
points to a conflict of interest between global free trade 
rules and the sovereignty of nations who have their own 
laws and regulations which, in theory, represent the will of 
the people. 

Swier and the 400 other members of MCWC are moti- 
vated to oppose the diversion of Great Lakes water by 
Perrier because it could be paving the way for other 
companies to come and exploit the area as well. It would 
be precedent setting, and potentially irrevocable. 


The Battles of the Future 

Michigan is poised to be at the heart of at least a few 
battles with its proximity to 20 percent of the world’s fresh 
water. As early as the 1980s, US government intelligence 
services were reporting that at least 10 places in the world 
would soon be sites of “water wars” due to lack of access. 
Residents of Michigan are well aware that shortages else- 
where will mean that Great Lakes water is going to be in 
high demand. 

Meanwhile, the Midwest constitutes the largest growing 
market for bottled water, so the battle will be close to 
home. The residents of Mecosta County have been on the 
front lines during the past year. 

Perrier, a $5.6 billion, multi-national corporation owned 
by Nestlé, knows what many people are just starting to 
figure out: There is money to be made in extracting and 
exporting water out of the Great Lakes Basin. But who is 

making the money? And isn’t there more to the story than 
who the millions should go to? For many people in these 
parts, this is not just a matter of justice, politics or 

a healthy distrust of corporations. In 

... . ..... this rural part of the country, 
the land and the water is 


Fighting Ferrier Corporation 


often thought of as sacred, and more than anything else, it 
connects people to their ancestors. 

In a February 2001 referendum, there was overwhelming 
opposition to Perrier’s presence in Mecosta County, even 
if only because many people still had questions about what 
this would mean for the community. These people are not 
alone in their skepticism. Residents across the lake in 
Wisconsin are also facing a similar plan by Perrier to extract 
water for corporate profit. 

In order to capture and transport water from 
underground springs, construction has al- 
ready begun on a 12-mile stainless 
steel pipeline that will traverse nu- 
merous wetlands, streams and 
natural areas. Wells and well {7 
houses are nearingcomple- # 
tion, despite their lack of 
appropriate permits. The “J 
factory, nearly the size fy 
of two football fields, 4 . 


to the Michigan De- 
partment of Envi- 
ronmental Quality 
(MDEQ), Perrier 
claimed that their 
plan will not have 
adverse affects on 
area residential wells, he 
nearby wetlands, \) st 
streams and lakes, wa- 4 
tershed ecology, aquatic Xs 
resources or threatened ‘ie 3 
and endangered species. 
Others have pointed out 
that science will show this to 
be untrue. Many people believe 
the only reason Perrier has gotten as 
far as they have with their plan has more 
to do with politics and propaganda than any 
real evaluation of the implications of their project. 

In the vicinity of the bottling plant itself, ex- 
perts have shown that at least 40 acres of wetlands 
are directly connected to the water table and will ; 
be affected as the aquifer is drained through the 
pumping process. An access road and a perimeter * 
toad, both of which are expected to receive high © 
traffic, are located extremely near an historic bald eagle 
nest, which produced one eaglet this year. Bald eagles are 
among the many forms of wildlife that stand to be affected, 
and are on the list of state and federal endangered species. 
By any account, Perrier’s plan is far from benign. 

The company plans to bottle 24,000 gallons per hour. 
This translates in volume to a 125-acre, six-foot deep lake 
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being drained every year. Retailing at $3.79 per gallon, 
with no actual cost to Perrier for the water itself, the well 
might seem bottomless. Perrier’s share of the massive 
bottled water industry is 31 percent, twice that of its 
nearest competitor, with over $1.7 billion in annual sales. 
Their intention for the Mecosta plant, should they succeed 
in getting it off the ground, would mean additional rev- 
enues of approximately eight million dollars per year. 


What Is In This for the Locals? 
Although rumors have circulated that 
they may make their facility a fully 
SS automated “dark plant” which 
. Y’ would not require a large hu- 
Ss. man work force, the new 
: plant may result in be- 
tween 45 and 80 jobs for 
the area, a minor perk 
given the environ- 
mental impacts and 
the loss of local au- 
tonomy. Further- 
more, the Perrier 
track record gives 
many people rea- 
son to worry that 


ian oa 3 my af Cag they'll be an unwel- 


come neighbor. 

Dennis Schornack, 

ve ; policy advisor to Gov- 
\ f' y; ernor Engler said last 

, Fall that “the fact that 

b «4 bg Perrier defended its right 
to extract water in Texas, 
eg despite nearby farmers’ 
ae sy wells drying up, all the way 
; to the Supreme Court, isan 
example of theirruthlessness.” 
In Florida, Perrier has battled 
with local government and prop- 
erty owners for water during droughts. 
In fact, citizens in other communities where 
- Perrier operates have been so outraged at 
: their disregard for environmental laws and 
the will of the local communities that a na- 
tx. tional organization was formed called Save 
> America’s Water (SAW). 
*- §AW’s website, www.saveamericaswater.com, 
has numerous resources including information on the 
politics of water, some details about various local cam- 
paigns, current litigation, as well as a list of Nestlé and 
Perrier products to boycott. 

Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation will hope- 
fully have their day in court within the coming months. 
For more information and updates visit MCWC’s website, 
www.savemiwater.com. 
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Live Simply So that Others May Simply Live 


BY GERARD ALBIN 


This thought pattern seems so passé today, because of 
course it doesn’t fit into our new secular religion—faith in 
salvation through instant information everywhere. How 
quickly progressives forgot this idea, and rushed out to buy 
computers and get into the plastic playpen of the internet! 
(I’m not talking about those who were truly forced to go 
online, for personal economic survival..It’s the volunteers 
for the playpen that mystify me.) Everyone who cares about 
the future continuity of anything positive in the world 
should eschew and resist comm ter denandence 

I’m surprised that pro 
vironmentalists don’t 
the technologies offere 
use their powers of dis« 
to see which are simply 
ible with the surviva 
Earth—and then shur 
Why are progressi\ 
dazzled by the glamot 
personal gratification 
they can’t transcend 
pia, look beyond and se 
big picture? It doesn’t 1 
ter so much what you 
lieve, it matters what y 
do. A fascist who refrair 
from buying computer: 
is less harmful than a 
politically correct en- 
vironmentalist who ~ 
buys and uses comput- 
ers, playing happily in 
see the bars, but enjoyir 
nity in the ghostly cyb 

There are so many grounds for my position. Let me 
mention only a few. People who buy computers are partici- 
pating in the creation and maintenance of the planet as a 
toxic global concentration camp. Computers and semi- 
conductors are profoundly polluting to manufacture, use 
and dispose of. The price of purchase and monthly service 
fees go directly or indirectly toward implementing high- 
tech electronic surveillance everywhere. This is more than 
a consumerist loss of privacy issue—it’s a Big Brother/ 
police state threat that is very real. 

‘There are many problems for the individual and society 
created by the growing immersion in virtual reality. It will 
inexorably pave the way for acceptance of human genetic 
engineering and utter hell on Earth. Already one can see how 
it dulls the senses and delays the nervous system—especially 


in children—resulting in a crude, robotic sensibility toward 


the immediate environment and nature in general. The 
internet format has also led to a colossal loss of context and 
coherence in what passes for intellectual culture. 

The internet is far from being just a neutral communica- 
tions tool, and the claims that it is a decentralized, demo- 
cratic force for liberation are really too ridiculous to even 
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mention. Let’s just look at the central issue that seems so 
hard to grasp. The high-tech growth boom means that the 
internet is a tool for increasing the speed, power and 
environmental effects of all industrial technology. It is 
also a tool for destroying time and distance. But ecosys- 
tem integrity, including biodiversity and sane land use, 
are all utterly dependent on the natural protective barrier 
of physical distance. Real economy, real culture and 
community, are all local. Only local people are motivated 
to protect the environment they depend on. The Earth 
simply can’t survive globalization, which is totally based 
an camniiterc 
3 that control of the 
‘nment propaganda, 
2crecy was all but be- 
le, thanks to the 
me has access to the 
reign mews service 
‘tc., right? But even 
his idea proved to be 
y pipe dream when 
\TO bombing cam- 
went down like ice 
m, with very few 
ple probing behind 
2 surfaces of the me- 
a propaganda service 
inquire into the true 
»sovo background. 
But since 9/11, the il- 
sion of the internet as 
ywering fountainhead 
ransparent truth has 
revealed as utterly 
ipt. Millions of Ameri- 
_erial reality of the US 
role in the world and the blowback karma of past US 
violence became instantly disenfranchised and silenced by 
the suffocating blanket of demented, brain-damaged jingo- 
ism. It just doesn’t matter in situations like this what cool 
websites you can visit, if they preach only to the converted. 
It matters only what the masses see, and how the Pavlovian 
screws are turned, in the implementation of finely tuned 
thought control by the semi-invisible spinmeisters. 

The essential Babylonian enemies are impersonal en- 
emies, technology intertwined with a lethal economic 
system. It’s simple-minded and childish to focus against 
the individual dorks who are CEOs. Chomsky told us years 
ago how futile this is—CEOs can be killed over and over but 
they will simply be replaced, with a hardening of the 
zeitgeist of repression being the only effect. Yup, the 
enemy is impersonal, but perhaps personalism could be 
channeled into one fertile path of critique at this point: Do 
research and reflection to recall who was espousing through- 
out the 90s the feeble-minded drivel that the internet is a 
decisive force for liberation because it is an overwhelming 
fountainhead of democracy and truth: Confront ene, 


‘expose them and discredit'them. : Li spt 


Fightin 


BY MIKAL JAKUBAL 


A movement without a past is 


a movement without a future. 


Does anyone ever stop to wonder 
what ever happened to all the daring, 
militant activists who shaped Earth First! 
in its first 10 or 15 years? I suspect that 
many newer activists are largely un- 
aware that EF! has gone through drastic 
transformations over the years and owes 
most of what it is today to people who 
are long gone from the EF! scene. Any- 
one who is curious might want to flip 
through back issues of the Journal and 
note who-was-who over the years. Why 
have nearly all of these people given up 
on radical direct action? It is a question 
that any serious activist should try to 
answer because it has important impli- 
cations for the durability and effective- 
ness of the EF! movement. 

I believe most of my activist co- 
horts from the ’80s would agree with 
me when I say that the reason most of 
us pulled back from the confronta- 
tional, dramatic activism that made 
EF! famous and reshaped the envi- 
ronmental movement forever 
was its lack of sustainability 
on a personal level. We, like 
anyone else, had lives to live, 
personal growth to nurture, 
old baggage to leave behind 
and new dreams to follow. We 
Started careers or families, 
bought homesteads, contin- 
ued artistic pursuits or went 
back to school. We got tired of 
living out of dumpsters, being 
in the clutches of the legal 
system and sitting through intermi- 
nable meetings planning the same 
old actions. Even the novelty and 
adrenaline rush of high-drama ac- 
tions eventually wore off, leaving us 
wanting something more if we were 
to continue as radical activists. 

The “something more,” the miss- 
ing link to sustainable activism, was 
and still is effectiveness, tangible re- 
sults and a sense that what we are 
doing matters. I think that all of us 
former EF! militants, at varying 
points and in differing ways, came to 


finally acknowledge the undeniable 
truth that we were losing, that what 
we were doing wasn’t working. In 
the face of such a realization, there 
was no point in continuing as be- 
fore. Martyrdom gets old very 
quickly. 

Some of those active in the ’80s 
simply dropped out, but a good num- 
ber went on to work with some of the 


Ithink that all ofus former EF! militants, at 
varying points and in differing ways, came to 
finallyacknowledgethe undeniabletruth that 
we were losing, that what we were doing wasn t 
working. In the face of such a realization, 
there was no point in continuing as before. 


Martyrdom gets old very quickly. 


new hard-hitting, no-compromise or- 
ganizations doing mainstream envi- 
ronmental activism, education and 
litigation. When I ask these ex-block- 
aders, rioters and monkeywrenchers 
what they’re up to these days, they 
describe all the successful, effective 
projects they’re involved in, as well 
as the various personal projects 
they’ve pursued alongside their ac- 
tivism. Many former civil disobedi- 
ence cellmates have told me that 
they are “finally saving something” 
after all their years of activism. 


I personally don’t believe this im- 
plies that militant direct action and the 
desire for revolutionary change are 
merely youthful fantasies, a phase that 
everyone will eventually move beyond 
when they “grow up.” Most of us know 
of sanctimonious individuals within 
the environmental movement, and 
hostile opponents outside of it, who 
readily use this argument to dismiss 
criticism aimed at them from radi- 
cals. Were it true, the obvious 
implication would be that EF!, 
the anti-globalization movement 
and everyone else should pack up 
shop, forget about systematic 
change, and join the Green Party 
or one of the smaller grassroots 
groups referred to earlier. 

How then, do we achieve the 
effectiveness that will sustain us 
as individuals and simultaneously 
build that effectiveness into a 
movement for radical change? 

My attempt to answer that question 
has led me to the study of strategy. I’ve 
concluded that strategy is the single 
most important missing element in the 
field of direct action—and has been for 
the last 40 years or more. A thorough 
explanation of strategy theory is obvi- 
ously not possible here, but for simple 
perspective, imagine this: Both sides in 
a hypothetical conflict (be it football, a 
chess game or military battle) are equal 
in every respect other than strategy. 

continued on next page 
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A movement without a past... 


continued from previous page 

The side with the best strategy wins 
because that side will be better able to 
organize its resources in an effective 
manner against the otherwise-equal op- 
ponent. Now picture a social struggle 
in which one side has a near monopoly 
on every resource, making victory for 
the underdog (us) seem a hopeless im- 
possibility. Folk-song wisdom aside, 
mere truth and justice are not enough 
to carry a movement to victory. Evil 
routinely triumphs. Having a vastly 


“THE RAPIDLY Evolving Wortd oF Entimawnenml kote ST 


superior strategy is our only hope of 
getting the upper hand in such an 
otherwise lopsided conflict. 

In order for our movement to de- 
velop effective strategy—that is, strat- 
egy that allows us to stay ahead of, 
outsmart and defeat the enemy—we 
must be able to learn, not just as 
individuals, but as a movement. We 
need to develop what is sometimes 
called institutional memory, where 
individual learning leads to greater 
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effectiveness in group behavior, orga- 
nizational structures, information 
flow and so on. In this sense, the 
movement becomes like a living, in- 
telligent organism, able to pass on 
experience and knowledge from one 
generation of activists to the next. I 
refer to a movement with these quali- 
ties as having a culture of strategy. 
What I believe we have at present 
could be called a culture of defeat, 
institutional forgetting or, simply, anti- 
strategy. Anti-strategic practices, ideas 


and organizational structures within 
the movement take many forms, all of 
which act to prevent individual experi- 
ence and learning from being respected 
and incorporated into the organism- 
level consciousness. Which is to say, 
they prevent the movement from ever 
being effective. ; 

Why? Because our enemy is a 
“smart,” machine-like consciousness 
that has not only learned how to in- 
crease its domination and neutralize 


resistance, but has learned how to 
learn. While an individual opponent 
in a specific campaign may be stupid 
and easily beaten, the system as a 
whole is becoming more efficient and 
lethal by the day. 

Like a photographic negative of the 
enemy, we are a rather “dumb,” slug- 
gish organism, unable to rapidly learn 
and adapt. This despite the presence 
of many talented, competent and vi- 
sionary individuals whose attempts 
at promoting change are often met 
with political (or lit- 
eral!) screaming, kick- 
ing and biting. 

Anti-strategy perme- 
ates every layer of the 
movement. Take this 
hypothetical but com- 
mon scenario: People 
use “good” consensus 
process to reach a de- 
cision that everyone 
feels positive about. 
According to most of 
the movement litera- 
ture on the subject, this 
would be considered a 
good action plan. But 
good process in no way 
guarantees good strat- 
egy, especially if most 
of the participants are 
inexperienced. 

Our hypothetical 
group, ready to do 
battle, holds hands 
and “ohms” together. 
The participants go out 
into the street, only to 
walk into a situation 
for which they are to- 
tally unprepared. Like 
a magic spell for slaying dragons that 
was defective from the start, the plan 
falls apart, people are subjected to un- 
anticipated arrests and beatings, fear 
and chaos ensue, and the objective of 
the action is not achieved. Some ver- 
sion of this happens routinely in the 
real world whenever action plans do 
not reflect and prepare people for the 
actual situation in the field. 

What makes this scenario doubly 
tragic is that often there are experienced 


people involved, but their knowledge 
isn’t considered valuable enough to lis- 
ten to in any meaningful way. For ex- 
ample, in a big planning meeting, | 
might be allocated a 30-second sound 
bite—the same as the person next tome 
for whom this is a first-ever action. If I 
arrive alone to a spokescouncil meeting, 
I will not get to speak at all though 
others with far less experience will be- 
cause they are representatives of an af- 
finity group. 

Such experiences say to me 
that after 17 years of activism 
and extensive study of strat- 
egy my perspective is worth 
nothing. Only a martyr or a 
fool would waste time or take 
risks for such a group. 

It is impossible to develop 
sophisticated strategic concepts 
within TV-commercial-length 
time slots. Giving everyone 
equal air time brings the whole 
group down to the skill level of 
the least-experienced indi- 
vidual. Being designated a 
spokesperson for an affinity 
group does not bestow knowledge, ex- 
perience or any other real-world quali- 
fication to plan strategy. 

Other examples of institutional am- 
nesia include hiding the failure of the 
above scenario behind feel-good self- 
congratulation; apologizing for fail- 
ure (“we did the best we could...”) 
instead of conducting a rigorous post- 
action critique; not supporting those 
who want to conduct such a critique; 
the failure to discuss individual in- 
competence if such occurred; anti-in- 
tellectualism that values simplistic, 
buzz-word solutions over disciplined 
study; the typical failure of the meet- 
ing to start on time and proceed effi- 
ciently, making participation difficult 
for more experienced people (who are 
often older and have lives outside of 
basecamp); and proceeding to the next 
action as if nothing were wrong. 

I believe that most of the anti-strategy 
in the various radical movements origi- 
nates in well-intentioned attempts to 
free ourselves from a culture of abusive, 
arbitrary authority. What we’ve ended 
up with is an ideology of empowerment 
that hides a practice of disempowerment. 


Helplessly fleeing as careful plans fall 
apart is profoundly disempowering in 
the short term. In the long run, repeti- 
tive failure and inability to learn from it 
will lose the entire struggle. 

Notice the self-reinforcing cycle, 
or “feedback loop,” that’s been cre- 
ated here. As individuals my cohorts 
and I learned from experience, but 
our experience did not lead to greater 
effectiveness due to the movement’s 


I believe that most of the anti-strat- 
egy in the various radical movements 
originates in well-intentioned at- 
temptstofreeourselvesfromaculture 
of abusive, arbitrary authority. What 
we've ended up with is an ideology of 
empowerment that hidesa practice of 
disempowerment. 


anti-strategic structure. Unwilling to 
continue with a losing and person- 
ally unsustainable cause, we went 
elsewhere with our lives. The next 
generation of activists now makes 
the same mistakes, but this time 
against a smarter enemy, who has 
learned from our mistakes. Even 
bigger defeat results, discouraging 
people even faster. Without a past to 
learn from, there is no future. 

None of this is inevitable and we 
need not be prisoners of our past 
mistakes. The first step, and probably 
the hardest for many of us, is to admit 
when we’re losing and make a com- 
mitment to do something about it. 
From there, we can begin to con- 
sciously develop a self-reinforcing cul- 
ture of strategy, one that places the 
highest value on experience, learning 
and fighting wisely. Institutional 
memory will allow the movement to 
generate sophisticated, effective strat- 
egy. Superior strategy, competently 
executed, is the best guarantee of suc- 
cess in battle. Success will attract new 
people and help retain experienced 
ones, allowing knowledge to be passed 


on and the cycle to continue. 
Toward a culture of strategy, will appear 
in the next issue of the Journal and will 
explore possible ways by which to solve 
two particularly difficult challenges: 1) 
building a competence and experienced- 
based strategy planning structure into 
an anarchistic movement and; 2) in- 
volving and training new people within 
such a structure. I’ve been asked to 
include a reading list here. That pre- 
sents a problem because there is 
very little material directly rel- 
evant to activist struggles, and 
none of it is adequate. An indis- 
pensable start however, is Gene 
Sharp’s Politics of Nonviolent Ac- 
tion, all three volumes. Some 
people find it dry, but the infor- 
mation is invaluable. Christo- 
pher Kruegler and Peter 
Ackerman’s Strategic Nonviolent 
Conflictis more exciting reading, 
but will make more sense after 
reading Sharp’s book. Military 
theorists have done the best work 
in the development of strategy, 
but it often can take some men- 
tal stretching to figure out how to apply 
it to saving trees. There is often consid- 
erable irrelevant chaff to sift through as 
well. For those who want to go to the 
effort, I’d recommend starting with Sir 
Basil Liddell-Hart’s Strategy and Robert 
Leonhard’s Art of Maneuver. 


...iS amovement without a future. 
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THE DENE SULINE OF COLD LAKE 


BY TINTIN JONES 


The Primrose Lake Air Weapons 
Range (PLAWR) in Northern Alberta, 
Canada is a favored North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) play- 
ground where numerous missiles, 
bombs, weapons and aircraft that are 
currently being used in the “War 
Against Terrorism” are being tested. 
Since June 2001, the Dene Suline, 
aboriginal people of Cold Lake, have 
established a camp at the main en- 
trance of the weapons range. They 
are opposing the theft and destruc- 
tion of their traditional territory to 
feed the war machine and the oil 
industry. 

Since their earliest memories, the 
Dene Suline have lived peacefully on 
the land that is now the PLAWR. 
Through hunting, fishing, trapping and 
food gathering, the Dene Suline have 
sustained themselves as a people in the 
face of genocide from the Canadian 
government and NATO. 

The Dene people live from north- 
western Canada down to Black Mesa in 
Arizona. The US and Canadian govern- 
ments and corporations have stolen 
their land, killed their people and forced 
the Dene onto reservations. Like the 
Dineh people at Big Mountain, the 
Dene Suline of Cold Lake have faced 
forced relocation. 

The first Europeans on Dene Suline 
territory were Hudson Bay Company 
fur traders, and by 1867 atreaty, known 
as Treaty Number Six, was forced onto 
the Dene Suline. In 1952, the Canadian 
government, under the pretense of pro- 
tecting the freedom and safety of 
Canada, stole the land encompassing 
PLAWR, land that was guaranteed to 
the Dene by treaty. 

When this happened, the Dene Suline 
had a seven-day sit-in at Suckerville, on 
the shores of Primrose Lake, refusing to 
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move until their land was returned. 
After heavy coercion from the govern- 
ment, a deal was made: a lease of 4,490 
square miles for military use only which 
was to be returned, or a new lease 
negotiated after twenty years. 

Before 1952, a large deposit of oil 
was discovered on their territory and 
by the early ’70s the technology had 
been developed to extract that oil. 


Since then, the oil companies, prima- 
rily Alberta Energy Corporation and 
Petro Canada, have been taking bil- 
lions of dollars worth of oil yearly and 
destroying the environment in the 
process. In recent years further devel- 
opments in technology have made 
the extraction of oil in the tar sands 
possible increasing the oil potential. 
This region has more oil reserves than 
Saudi Arabia. 

The voices of opposition from the 
Dene Suline have been ignored by the 


Reasserting Aboriginal Title and 
Opposing the NATO War Machine 
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government. Not surprisingly, after 
the original 20-year lease was up, the 
government still maintained control 
over Primrose Lake and did not rene- 
gotiate the lease. 

The territory of the Dene Suline is 
being bombed and decimated every 
day. Burial grounds, traplines and 
hunting and fishing grounds are de- 
stroyed by the greed of the oil industry 
and the bombs of the NATO war ma- 
chine. Through residential schools, 
poverty, alcohol, destruction of the 
environment and forced assimilation, 
the government has tried to break the 
culture and strength of the people. 


NATO, the War Machine and 
Native Territory 

Many other indigenous nations on 
Turtle Island have seen the effects of 
the war machine’s testing on their 
territories. The Western Shoshone 
people in Newe Segobia (Nevada) have 
suffered from massive nuclear testing 
on their lands. Many people have de- 
veloped cancer and other illnesses from 
nuclear radiation and the destruction 
of the land and the sustenance it pro- 
vides. Thousands of low-level planes 
fly over the territory of the Innu people 
in northeast Canada every year, nega- 
tively affecting their environment, 
food sources and culture. 

In the 50 years since the Depart- 
ment of National Defense stole this 
land, Primrose Lake has become one 
of the largest airforce bases in the 
world. The “Tomahawk” cruise mis- 
sile was first tested at Primrose Lake, 
and then used in Iraq, Yugoslavia and 
now Afghanistan. 

As a people who have lived close to 
the land for thousands of years, the 
Dene Suline are intimately aware of 
the impacts of NATO and PLA\VR on 
their environment. They have seen an 
increase in disease in both humans 


A NATION BUILT ON GENOCIDE 


and animals. Their lakes and rivers are 
being polluted by the waste of the oil 
industry and NATO bombs and mis- 
siles. 

The ancient boreal forest around 
PLAWR is home to moose, elk, buffalo, 
timber wolves and bears. These ani- 
mals are being killed and displaced by 
the bombardment of their habitat. 

For six weeks every year at the PLAWR, 
more than 18 NATO countries use the 
range for “Operation Maple Flag” in 
which they test new laser and ballistic 
missiles and depleted uranium (DU) 
bombs [see article page 17]. DU is the 
left over element from the fission of 
Uranium 235, which is used for fuel for 
weapons and nuclear reactors. DU con- 
tains alpha and beta emitters which 
cause damage to cells in the lungs, 
bones, kidneys, prostate, guts and 
brains, eventually leading to cancer. 
Depleted uranium contaminates the 
land, air and water for millions of years. 

The “War Against Terrorism” is colo- 
nization in the 21st century. Land is 
turned into military occupied zones. 
The environment is destroyed, the 
people are forced to give their oil to 
the hungry western market and as- 
similate their culture and economy 
into the world capitalist market place. 

What NATO and Canada have done 
to the Dene Suline and their territory 
is what they want to do to the world. 
People have been lead to believe the 
“War Against Terrorism” is a war for 
freedom and democracy, to liberate 
Afghanis and other Muslims from re- 
pressive governments and radical funda- 


mentalists. But the Taliban’s treat- 
ment and oppression of women and 
non-Muslims is no different than 
the Canadian treatment of the Dene 
Suline and other indigenous people 
on Turtle Island. As “Operation En- 
during Freedom” continues, there.is 
only going to be more genocide com- 
mitted against the native people of Turtle 
Island and destruction of their territo- 
ries in the name of military testing.» _ 


Dene Suline Resistance 

For the past six months, the Dene 
Suline have asserted their aboriginal 
title and opposed the NATO war ma- 
chine by reoccuppying their traditional 
territory at PLAWR. On June 3, 2001, 
the Dene Suline blocked the Alberta 
Energy Corporation (AEC) access road 
and the weapons range and established 
a camp there. They are re-asserting 
their title to their homelands by physi- 
cally living on them, and by doing so, 
they are implementing the 1997 
Delgamuukw Supreme Court decision, 
which affirms the inherent rights of 
native people in Canada. 

On December 12, the government 
was able to pass through their next 
stage in the theft of Dene land by 
working with the Band Council gov- 
ernment to pass a referendum which 
gives the Dene $25.5 million and a 
measly 5,000 acres of land in exchange 
for the 4,500 square miles of their 
territory that encompasses the whole 
weapons range. This works out to 
only $35 an acre and $2,500 for each 
Cold Lake band member. 


This deal was fast tracked past the 
people by the government and Band 
Council with little information given 
about alternatives. This deal reflects the 


- current phase of genocide in Canada, 
~ whereby the Canadian government 
- works with Band Councils to cut deals 
~ and “settleland questions.” Fora people 
’ that have been oppressed for so long 
. and suffer from chronicunemployment, 


alcoholism and poverty, the offer of 


‘money has an immediate short-term 


appeal and these deals are able to pass 
despite dissent from traditionalists and 
other members of the nation. 

The Dene Suline are not giving up 
or backing down because of this latest 
tactic by the government. Around 20 
people are still at the camp regularly, 
despite bitter winter cold. They re- 
cently finished building their first 
permanent cabin and are in the pro- 
cess of building more. Dene Suline 
Warriors are promising direct action 
against PLAWR, the government, 
Alberta Energy Corporation and any- 
one else in support of this deal. The 
Dene people have survived this long 
in the face of genocide and they will 
continue to fight to defend their 
people and territory against devasta- 
tion by Canada, the oil industry and 
the NATO war machine. 

“We need the world to look closely at 
this act of aggression. We need human 
rights and environmental groups as well 
as the peace/anti-war movements to act 
on their resolutions and defend the 
territories,” said Dene Warrior Brian X. 

How to support: The Dene Suline 
are desperately in need of funds. To 
contribute, contact the phone num- 
ber below; or transfers can be made to 
Cold Lake Dene People’s Fund, acct. 
230 6017 Ql-maximizer, Cold Lake 
Credit Union, Cold Lake, AB. They 
need communications gear (video 
cameras, cell phones, radios). You can 
also support by organizing actions 
against any of the government bodies, 
the Department of National Defense, 
corporations and NATO, To join their 
actions on the front lines, contact the 
number below. The Dene Suline want 
this information to get out to people, 
so please help by spreading the word. 

For more info contact Dene Suline of 
Cold Lake, POB 8497, Cold Lake, Dene 
Suline Territory, “AB” TOM 1M2 Canada; 
(780) 639-4952; (780) 812-0306. 
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BY Davip ORTON 


Saboteurs: Wiebo Ludwig’s War Against Big Oil, by An- 
drew Nikiforuk, published by Macfarlane Walter & Ross, Toronto, 
Ontario, 2001. 


“Extremists are ordinary people with their backs against 
the wall.” 


—DISCIPLINED RCMP SERGEANT 


This is a must-read book for anyone who wants to 
understand how the oil and gas industry negatively im- 
pacts people and the environment. 

Saboteurs is grounded in the impact of the oil and gas 
industry over the past 10 years on fundamentalist 
Christian Reverend Wiebo Ludwig and his extended 
Trickle Creek farm-commune family of about 36 per- 
sons, the “Church of Our Shepherd King,” as well as 
many other peoples’ experience in Alberta. The farm- 
commune (on what originally was an unspoilt 160 
acres) is in the Peace River area of northern Alberta. It 
is a Simple, eco-alternative lifestyle, religious commu- 
nity, seen by Ludwig “as a viable visionary alternative 
to the prevailing destructive lifestyles around us.” From 
1990 onwards, Trickle Creek residents were frequently 
gassed, by flares of hydrogen sulphide from sour gas 
wells on and surrounding their farm. The Energy and 
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Utilities Board (EUB), largely financed by industry 
itself, consistently refused Ludwig’s request for a pub- 
lic inquiry, despite the Board’s own admission that in 
1998 daily flaring around Trickle Creek “released 
enough gas to heat more than 5,000 homes.” Flares are 
described in the book as looking “like giant candles” 
and roaring “like jet engines.” Flares can discharge 
through high stacks or at ground level. Apart from this 
incredible waste, there is the pollution, truck traffic 
and other inconveniences associated with industrial 
exploitation, all of which are approved by govern- 
ment regulatory agencies. 

About 40 percent of Alberta gas is “sour,” meaning it 
contains hydrogen sulphide or sulphur. As the author 
notes, those who work around sour gas suffer a num- 
ber of health problems: “Men who have worked 
Alberta’s sour gas fields tend to age rapidly and look 
old before their time.” Naturally, the oil and gas 
industry and government have a different view: “Both 
industry and government argue that no conclusive 
body of scientific evidence supports the claim that 
small doses of H2S (hydrogen sulphide) are harmful.” 
About one third of Alberta’s government revenues 
come from oil and gas. Yet for more than 40 years now, 
as author Nikiforuk shows, rural Albertans exposed to 
sour gas emissions have had bloody noses, respiratory 
problems, premature births, nausea, cancer, asthma 
and dead or sick livestock. 

Why does flaring occur? Nikiforuk explains that “oil 
wells flare to burn off gas that doesn’t warrant the cost of 
a pipeline. Gas plants flare to convert H2S into water and 
less toxic sulphuric dioxide. Both wells and plants often 
flare during routine cleanups or emergency burn-offs of gas 
called “upsets.” 

What is in the flares? According to a 1994 Alberta 
Research Council study, withheld by the government 
for two years, found “that flares didn’t burn efficiently 
and left anywhere from 16 to 38 percent of the gases 
intact. While the burning of waste gas destroyed some 
toxins, it created others—as many as 250 compounds, 
including known cancer causers and brain fuddlers 
such as benzene, styrene carbon disulphide, hydrogen 
sulphide and carbonyl sulphide.” 

Ludwig’s experience, and that of others chronicled 
in this fine, progressive, yet anthropocentric book by 
Nikiforuk, shows what many rural Canadians have 
come to learn first-hand—that there is no permanent 
unspoilt space for one’s family which cannot be fun- 
damentally disrupted by capitalist economic activity. 
In Alberta, only about 10 percent of forest land re- 
mains unfragmented by seismic lines, pipelines, oil 
and gas wells, clearcutting and roads. According to 
Saboteurs, in the year 2001 over 20,000 oil and gas 
wells were to be drilled in the province. Nikiforuk 
notes that in the year 2000, the regulatory EUB only 
turned down one application, out of thousands, to 
drill an oil and gas well. 


The lives of rural residents can often be turned upside 
down by nearby clearcutting, mining, oil and other so- 
called development. In Alberta, Nova Scotia or any other 
province, while a person may “own” land under the 
capitalist economic system, one cannot own the mineral 
rights beneath the land. These reside with provincial 
governments. Capitalist property “rights” are sold or 
leased on industry’s demand. The oil and gas industry 
operates as though the people with whom they must 
negotiate entry for well sites or pipeline rights-of-way 
have no deep attachment to their place of residence or 
care abour preserving the ecological integrity of the land. 
Atlantic lessons 

Reading Sabateurs should help to cast away illusions 
about the fossil fuel industry’s claims that it can ever be 
a “good neighbor” or “co-exist” with commercial 
fishing, eco-tourism or preserving marine habitat. 
Who will be looking out for the inevitable pipeline 
leaks, breakages, well blow-outs, release of toxic drill- 
ing muds, human errors, etc.? At the farcical hearings 
into the Sable gas project, the mountains of company 
literature presented to environmental assessment panels 
all came to an identical conclusion: “No significant 


adverse environmental or adverse socio-economic im- 
pacts are likely to occur.” 

In a wider sense, which Nikiforuk’s book does not 
really cover, fossil fuel is central to the continuing 
ecological destructiveness of the global industrial 
economy. George Bush has made it clear that Canada 
has a major role to play in servicing the American 
colossus. Our Canadian politicians are prostrating them- 
selves to answer Bush’s energy call. 

Wiebo Ludwig was eventually sentenced to 28 months 
prison time for his ecotage of oil and gas installations. But 
this book makes it clear that Ludwig had a lot of support in 
rural Alberta. Given the new “anti-terrorist” climate in 
Canada, and the passage of legislation like bills C-35 and C- 
36, future interference with the fossil fuel industry will 
likely be considered “treasonous.” 

Nikiforuk’s book is full of stories of how in Alberta 
the industry and the government promote “denial,” 
not rectification. There is a lot of rage in Alberta, and 
it will be heading to the East Coast. Oil and gas 
activists and the interested public need to read this 
book. Knowing the true face of the enemy is part of 
any intelligent battle preparation. 


| MARCHED AGAINST THE BILL CONTINUED... 


continued from page 20 


Terrorism is police teargassing, shooting and beat- 
ing peaceful protesters. It’s the police shouting fascist 
abuse in Genoa and using rubber bullets in Gothenburg. 
Terrorism is the police, the government and the corpo- 
rations. It’s what happens day after day, year after year 
in this fucked-up system. It’s the feeling of oppression, 
when you get the sense that something is trying to 
strangle the life out of you. It’s the slow torture over 
months and years. It’s what we all fight against daily 
in the struggle of rejecting a system that wants at best 
to ignore us, at worst to annihilate us. 

What we need to remember is that the real criminals 
and terrorists are the arms dealers, and the corporation 
heads. Think of Shell destroying land and lives in 
Nigeria; drug companies controlling desperately needed 
HIV/AIDS treatment in Africa whilst thousands are 
dying; or US and UK-led sanctions on Iraq crippling an 
entire country and killing innocent people. Terrorism is 
the oppression bred by the state. It gets me so angry 
because I love this Earth and everything on it. There is 
so much beauty, so much love and there is always the 
capacity for peace. The Terrorism Act will hit us hard 
and bring pain to the community around me but it will 
not stop us. I have absolute faith in that. 

Cat Hemlock is an environmental and peace activist who at 
the moment spends most of her time staring out of bus 
windows at trees and dreaming about climbing them. Like 
most cats, she doesn’t really have a home and is currently 
traveling around the West Coast of North America. You can 
reach her at cat_hemlock@hotmail.com. 


_GLOBAUZATION inp 
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Book Review: Memoirs Of An Urban Guerrilla 


BY BRIAN BuRCH 


Direct Action: Memoirs of an Urban 
Guerrilla, by Ann Hansen, published by 
Between the Lines, Toronto, Ontario, 2001 
and by AK Publishing, Oakland, CA 2002. 

No matter what has happened in the 
last twenty years, the defining moment 
of my political activist career was the 
bombing of Litton Industries. Their plant 
in northwest Toronto was where Cana- 
dian complicity in the arms race was 
publicly revealed. Here, Canadian tax 
dollars were subsidizing production of 
the guidances system for American air- 
launched cruise missiles. For years the 
Cruise Missile Conversion Project and 
various local expressions of the Alliance 
for Nonviolent Action persistently and 
nonviolently attempted to end this sym- 
bol of Canadian involvement in the 
arms race. In the fall of 1982 there was a 
rupture, an upheaval in the resistance to 
manufacturing the tools of war—a bomb 
went off at Litton Industries. The group 
Direct Action claimed responsibility. 

The police took this opportunity to 
go after peace activists. Our homes and 
offices were raided. People were picked 
up off the street and out of movie 
theatres for questioning. False charges 
were filed to pressure them to name 
names. It was a fearful and formative 
time; one that is hard to imagine was 
20 years ago. 

Ann Hansen was one of the members 


of Direct Action. Her book is a slightly ~ 


fictionalized account of the history of 
Direct Action and the political realities 
of the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

Reading Direct Action, one gets a 
hint of Emma Goldman’s Living My 
Life. There is a strong, personal narra- 
tive linked to the broader world of 
movements for positive and compas- 
sionate social transformation. Cre- 
ated conversations between known 
activists, sections that are almost di- 
ary-like in nature and parts that re- 
semble a newspaper are feature in 
balanced detail—Direct Action is a 
structurally complex work. 

What most struck home was the 
short retelling of the incident of being 
picked up by police who were driving 
an unmarked car. This is, to me, sym- 
bolic of one of the lesser known reali- 
ties of the aftermath of Litton—it’s 
effects on the lives of people uncon- 
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nected to the bombing. For about two 
years there was a strong sense of fear 
omong activists, wondering what 
would happen next—who would 
have their home raided? Who would 
face a series of harassing charges? 
Will one of us be charged because 
the police needed to charge some- 
one? Our partners and families faced 
harassment as well. 


MEMOIRS OF AN 
URBAN GUERRILLA 


is 


: 2 nee “ANN * aw 
_.. HANSEN * 


This book doesn’t indicate whether 
this impact—that fallout from the 
bombing would cause harm to people 
far removed from the action—had 
been considered by any of the partici- 
pants. | would have liked to see that, 
partly because I know through corre- 
spondence with the five while they 
were in prison that all of them were 
genuinely concerned about the vic- 


.tims of police actions in the after- 


math of the bombings. 

What is revealed throughout the book 
is a real militant compassion. Ann 
Hansen is good at portraying the range 
of issues that the five participants in 
Direct Action attempted to address. 
There was no sudden leap from a de- 
sire for social change to a participation 
in urban guerrilla warfare. Rather, we 
are invited to share in a process that 
reveals why people who were deeply 
committed to a just and ecologically 
sound world would accept the costs of 
bombing as a step toward their ideals. 


Some of Ann Hansen biographical 
details were a surprise. The tapestry of 
her relationships was quite complex. 
Some were intensely emotional, indi- 
cating a capacity for love that, I think, 
also underlies her own willingness to 
take major personal risks in order to 
make life better for others. 

The details of the various actions, from 
the fire bombing of Red Hot Video and 
the bombing of the Dunsmuir site, to 
armed robberies, are not a romanticized 
view of armed struggle or sabotage. Rather, 
they are pragmatic and, to a great extent, 
they are background details from the 
story of the Vancouver Five/Squamish 
Five/Direct Action/Wimmin’s Fire Brigade 
from Ann Hansen’s personal perspective. 

While Direct Action is a personal 
statement, it is also an historical docu- 
ment. Twenty years ago, revolution 
was not merely an advertising con- 
cept. As in the period when the 
Weather Underground arose, there 
were massive, public demands for 
radical social transformation. In 
Nicaragua and El Salvador there were 
large-scale popular revolts against US- 
backed regimes. In Canada, leaders of 
unions and churches participated in 
demonstrations that were definitively 
anti-capitalist and anti-militarist. 
There was enthusiasm as victories 
accumulated, such as reproductive 
freedom, which had been won 
through mass nonviolent resistance 
to unjust laws. If there were road- 
blocks to change, was it unreasonable 
to want their removal? If immediate 
harm was going to occur, such as 
building weapons for the US mili- 
tary, destroying the ecosystem or 
exploiting women’s sexuality, was it 
unreasonable for people to try and 
sabotage the actual places where 
harm was occurring? 

Direct Action looks at this reality 
and questions it. In the light of the 
strong anti-globalization movement 
and the US response to the events of 
September 11, I think this is an essen- 
tial book to read and reflect upon. We 
are in a world where the police have 
recently been given extreme powers 
to crack down on dissent. If nothing 
else, this book will encourage serious 
thought about effectively resisting 
while considering the consequences 
of resistance. 


Long Live the New West! 


The lay of the land is slowly yet 
dramatically changing, often in excit- 
ing bursts, for the emerging New West 
of America. The Old West—the Cow- 
boy, West—is dying a slogging, recalci- 
trant, ‘yet inexorable death. The old 
days, Old Ways are going. Not yet gone. 
But far fron®vibrant. Let’s say, ap- 
proaching life Support. 

For cattle tanchers, the seemingly 
ever-glowing delusiomof “homeon the 
range” is finally di ng. Times are 
hard and growing harder by ‘the month. 


Formerly having t6 face drought; ~ 


floods, fluctuating beef markets, bro- 


courtrooms and lawyers. They must 
now face the Endangered Species Act 
and a host of other federal laws that 
stand as obstructions to their hostile, 
century-plus assault on our homeland 
biodiversity—laws that now stand as 
templates of hope for wild plants and 
animals, rivers and mountains, mead- 
ows and canyons throughout the West. 

Once touted as virile, persevering, 
salt-of-the-Earth folk stamping out a 
living against all odds, cattle ranchers 
are gradually being exposed for the 
profoundly Earth-destructive mob they 
actually are. Further, the Bureau of Land 
Management and the National Forest 
Service, supposed stewards of our pub- 
lic lands, are facing similarly daunting 
opposition in the same legal venues as 
ranchers. For the same reasons. 

For only so long can ranchers, with 
abetment from the Feds, pound our 
Mother to oblivion under the hooves 
of their cows. For only so long can 
they get away with fraud, larceny, 


Wi 


> ? 


rape and pillage of our Western natu- 
ral heritage with the mouths, as South- 
western author Ed Abbey decried, of 
their “hooved locusts.” 

Federally subsidized or free barbed 
wire, fence posts, grazing allotments, 
water tanks, helicopter services, pipes, 
windmills, seeding, herbicide, pesti- 
cide, predator trapping, poisoning and 
aerial shooting now loom imminently 
as tragedies of the past. 

Desertification; erosion) habitat de- 


struction, extinction, flash-flooding, 
issue comparedto others. They prefer a 


“sheet-flooding. and stream siltation- 


atrocities that, as they relate to cattle. 
ken down fences and pesky predator a Me ~ 
ranchers must now additionally face 


The e whole package i is akin to a king 
ae : alt to 


ranchers, Smokey and the Bu 

Land Management will need to make 
adjustme! nts. The Feds will actu- 

ally be réquir pace 

which they ar 

of their once 

caregivers ‘Of: ou 


ness lies in en otyin 
picnic tables and ¢le 
Traveling the Western backcountry 
auspice of these agencies, seeing the 
damage, one wonders, while there may 
be hundreds of rabid anti-grazing ac- 
tivists out there, why there are not 
millions! Here is an industry that is 
more pervasively destructive than any 
other activity on our public lands. Not 
ATVs, logging, mining or Republicans. 
The cattle industry! 
The malevolent marriage of cattle 
ranching, the (de)Forest 
(dis)Service and the Bureau 
of Land “Manglement” 
has spawned a Grim 
Reaper—a destroyer 
of the US’s natural 
heritage. Moreover, 
this powerful cabal 
scythes down the 
natural heritage of 
% the world—of its in- 
habitants, human or 
otherwise. For the 


land does not belong to us. We belong 
to the land. We are the land and it is 
us. It is everyone’s and it is no one’s. 

While the federal government is eas- 
ily the main culprit in this pathos, a 
strong second for blame lies with cer- 
tain influential “environmiddle-ist” 
groups. Outfits such as the Sierra Club, 
Audubon Society, The Nature Conser- 
vancy and others of similar”Stature 
often spew strong and promising rheto- 
tic on grazing issues. ¢ 

However, the amount fofpnergy these 
environmiddle-ists/actually put into 
the problem of public lands cattle ranch- 
ing is disparate to their stated policies 
and disproportionate to such a huge 


certain comfortable “middle” ground 
ct nsing, cooperating and compro- 
mising with the cattle industry. What 
power might they wield would they 
simply unite against this problem? 

Middles spawn muddles with the 
devil as sire. 

Yet, despite it all, the New West is 
emerging for the first and final time. 
For the first and final time the Old 
West—the Cowboy West—is sinking 
slowly back into the miasmic, fetid 
soup of its origins. 

At last, the cowpie is turning. From 
beneath it rises the beginning vestiges 
of green, lustful health. Its arrival sig- 
nals the start of the final cattle drive. 
John Wayne, the Marlboro 
man and the mythic cow- 
boy will sooner than later 
drive the last herd across 
the lone prairie, into the 
sunset—over a cliff. 

' Long live the New 
West! Long live 
Mother Earth! 

—Tim LENGERICH 
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Check Out the McKenzie Printers Guild 


A few former EF! Journalistas and Eugeneans have formed the McKenzie 
Printers Guild, a collectively run outfit that specializes in layout and design 
of environmental literature. We are currently working on various campaign 
newsletters, newspapers, magazines, media kits, etc. We are able to accom- 
modate your layout needs. If your group or campaign uses Joe Blow graphic 
designer, it is time to give us a call. Keep the work in the movement and keep 
it wild! For more information, contact the McKenzie Printers Guild, POB 


10384, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 683-1645. 


Directory of GE Resistance 


all comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


A SEED GE campaign 


biotech@aseed.antenna.nl - www.groundup.org 


This 160-page pocket organizer a 
has radical dates for every day of a 


the year. 
Send $5 to: Slingshot 
3124 Shattuck Ave 


Flor y Canto 


Centro | Comunitario 


Flor y Canto is a not- 
| % for-profit community 
space intended to 
promote positive social 

change. For more 
information contact 
3706 N. figueroa Ave, 
Los Angeles, CA 90065; 
(323) 276-8350; 
www. florycanto.org; 
mail@florycanto.org. 
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A SEED has re-launched the for the 
online version of the “Directory 
of GE Resistance,” a guide to or- 
ganizations campaigning against Needs You! 
the use of genetic engineering. The 
focus is on groups in Europe, but | “Alaska is not the Last 

there are many contacts from around the | Frontier, rather, the last 
globe. You can also add or update your group’s details | Bite on the plate.” 
online. If your group is not listed, please take time to —Epwarb ABBEY 
fill in the short form so we can make it an up-to-date 
resource list. The directory is a work in progress, and | Come on up and help 


One Love, One Heart or a 
Sweatshop Economy? 


Don’t miss the amazing new 
documentary Life and Debt. 

This film provides an incredible 
opportunity to raise global aware- 
ness and deepen our understanding 
of the impacts of globalization and 
free trade on countries like Jamaica. 
The reggae soundtrack and enter- 
taining storytelling brings a heart- 
warming spirit to the film as well. 

This documentary makes it clear 
just how timely and important it is 
in the debate over the role of the 
IME, World Bank and World Trade 
Organization in developing coun- 
tries, in this case Jamaica. The movie 
is remarkable because it not only 
deals with many of the human and 
labor rights, environmental and eco- 
nomic policy issues deftly but also 
because it works artistically. 

Life and Debt is truly a work of 
art and an educational opportu- 
nity not to be missed. 

For more information, contact 
Juliette Beck, 2017 Mission Street, 
Suite 303, San Francisco, CA 
94110; (415) 255-7296 ext. 254; 
Juliette@globalexchange.org; 
www.lifeanddebt.org. 


BlackRhinoceros 


BlackRhinoceros Environmentalists, 
on their newly launched website, 
gather in one place more than 750 
annotated, clearly categorized and 
mapped links to environmental ac- 
tion alerts promoted by more than 
200 ecological campaign groups. 


www.blackrhinoceros.org 


Alaska Center 


Environment 


us conserve the last 
big bite! We need 
experienced, commit- 
ted canvassers for 
phone and full-time 
field positions. Be a 
part of the team that 
saves the Arctic 
National Wildlife 
Refuge, the last great 
American wilderness. 
This will change 
your life. 
Contact Beth 
Porterfield, 807 G 
Street Suite 100, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501; 
(907) 274-3650; 
beth@akcenter.org. 


San Francisco Bay Area Anarchist Conference 
_ The 2002 San Francisco Bay Area Anarchist Conference is now | 
asking for workshop proposals. The conference is scheduled for | 
‘Sunday, March 31, the day following the S.F. Annual Anarchist | 
Book Fair. The Bay Area Anarchist Conference emphasizes anar- | 
chist theory. | 

Persons of diverse demographics are encouraged to present and | 
discuss anarchist ideas. | 
| For more information write to asg@onebox.com; 
www.bay-anarchists.org/form.html. 
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Buffalo Field Campaign Week of Action 


a sd Se’ 
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*Nonviolence Training 
*Guerilla media 

*Legal training 

*Issues Relating to Bison 
*First Aid Training 


Hanps Orr Mount GRAHAM! 


Help is needed to protect this sacred moun- 
tain and unique ecosystem in Arizona. The 
University of Minnesota is about to sign a five 
million dollar contract to join a telescope 
project that has received significant interna- 
tional opposition because development of 
Mount Graham would damage the ecological 
and cultural integrity of the area. 

The San Carlos Apache have asked the 
University of Minnesota to consider their 
objections to this project before they sign on. 
The San Carlos Apache are asking you to do the 
same. We all need to contact the University 
decision makers and let them know they 
should not sign on the Mount Graham tele- 
scope project. 

To express your rage, contact the University 
of Minnesota President Mark Yudof at Presi- 
dent 200 Morrill Hall, 100 Church St, SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455; (612) 626-1616, (612) 
625-0051; myudof@umn.edu, 
bruin001@umn.edu. 

To get involved with the resistance contact 
the Mount Graham Coalition at (612) 384- 
4596; emeraldpeak@hotmail.com; 
aguylopez@hotmail.com. 


arch 18-24 


Join us in Defense 


of the Montana Bison 
Educational Workshops 
Mass Direct Action 
For more information: 
buffalo @ wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 
(406) 646-0070 


*Blockade Training 
*Winter survival 
*Banner/Puppet Making March 23rd 
*Mass Direct Action to Stop 
the Slaughter of the last Wild Bison 


Eastern Forest Defense 
Direct Action Camp! 


May 28 thru June 3, 2002 
In Southern Indiana in the middle of the great Eastern 
hardwood forest. 

The great forests of the eastern half of Turtle Island can 
and will recover if given a chance. However, an impres- 
sive array of greedheads stand in the way of Eastern forest 
recovery. In fact, these entities are actively destroying the 
struggling remnants of the great Eastern forests. The U$ 
Forest Service, the pulp and paper industry, developers, 
strip miners, genetic manipulators and other greedy 
industrialists are daily engaged in wanton acts of destruc- 
tion against our beautiful and biologically diverse Eastern 
Forests. We have to mobilize to defend our forest homes! 
These forests are our collective life support systems. Their 
defense is self defense! 

All activists, forest dwellers, concerned citizens and 
others ready and willing to act on behalf of our forests 
are invited to attend. We want to focus on evolving 
non-violent direct action tactics. Put together affinity 
groups, forest action groups, etc., come on down. 

For more info contact the National Forest Protection 
Alliance, POB 1891 Charlottesville, VA 22903; (434) 
971-5990, (434) 970-1806 fax; scurry@firstva.com; 
www.forestadvocate.org. You can also contact Katuah 
Earth First! River Faction Perrin de Jong (865) 673-5083; 
sandinolives@yahoo.com. 
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eae 


Brutos is guaranteed against all the effects of : eae . | 
climate change: storms, floods, drought... It ~ r e al | y. yo u . 


The original advertisment by Raoul Anvélaut of Casseurs de Pub—www.antipub.net appeared in Carbusters #13—www.carbusters.ecn.cz_ 
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Popular Education for 


a Free Society SCAMBUSTERS EXPOSING 


all the latest 
Interdisciplinary studies to guide social change — year-round FRAUDS. SCAMS. & RIP-OFFS OF 
study options including a B.A. degree in affiliation with OUR CONSUMER CULTURE 


Burlington College to intensive summer programs, and more. 


Please contact us or visit our web site. with the effects on our food supply, our health, 


and the rights of animals 
Scambusters includes profiles on products, services, 
professions, Trade Secrets, “Insider” Information & 
Tricks Of The Trade ... EVEN PREDICTS TERRORISM! 


www.scambustersUSA.com 


Sd 
Institute for Social Ecology 
1118 Maple Hill, Plainfield, VT 05667, (802) 454-8493, info@social-ecology.org 
www.social-ecology.org 


A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 


funds environmental education media. Donations i |, <r Concerned Sin les 


and funding proposals can be sent to: links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 


the Earth, the environment, 


Earth Defense Education Project and a healthy society. 


POB 3023 


tte ‘ poe te 
cin fi @ Nationwide e A// Ages 
Tucson AZ 85702 CE pan Straight/Gay « Since 1984 


FREE SAMPLE 
4 Box 444-EF 
a Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the ® 413-445-6309 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. www.concernedsingles.com 


Where the Earth comes first 
Summer Session 2002 offers 30 courses to prepare students to 
shape future environmental policy. Open to both law and non- Bb 
law students for auditing, or law and graduate school credit. eee: : 4 March of Dimes— 


Study concentrations include: international environmental law : a : H ELPI N G F 5 
pollution prevention and abatement . ethics and environ- | ‘ hy U RTl N G ¢ 


mental justice law and ecology . ocean and coastal law . land 
use and maanagement law 


alternative dispute resolution . energy law and pollicy ee r a PCTA 


I sai 
| Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 
I POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 ORS Ue ON eae Me OS 


a \diuieeeh ceo Seeein "eens caeeiin, Geum Some; emus “Gaia ulus outed meme Gum Geenmis GOOuy SUSE GEES GS GD Ss ee ce ts ce le a es en hes ee ees, ee ed he 
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Environmental Law Center: Vermont Law School " Suse oe 1-866-TEST-KIND 
(800) 227-1395 x2201 . elcinfo@vermontlaw.edu . a. : ss MarchOfCrimes.com 
elc.vermontlaw.edu 
Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...and get some free music too ! 
: Name. 2 $500 Lifetime Subscription © $40 Surface Mail, International : 
| Address © $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) © $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
i . © $40 Anonymous Envelope © $50 Air Mail, International 
| City Siete, Map ge O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 
i Tel. Country__. O$75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION i 
Bes OR CR «Be Meee ek © Send me a free “Keep it Wild!” music compilation tape with my subscription I 
l 
l 


EARTH ¥ 


TRINKETS AND SNAKE OIL 


IF AN AGENT 


KNOCKS: 

What is political 
intelligence? Do I have to 
talk to the FBI? What 
rights do I have? Find out 
the answers to these and 
many more questions in 
this 30-page booklet. 
English/Spanish—$1 


Rosebud “Thundermug “Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 
Honeypot” CD—$12 CD—$12 


URBAN WILDS: 
Gardeners’ stories of the 
struggle for land and 
justice—$10 


Spirit Dog “Visions of a Warrior’ 
CD—$10 


Jim Page “Whose World is 
This” CD—$17 


EEP It Wixtp! 

A compilation of songs from seven 
of EF!’s favorite musicians: Darryl 
herney, Alice DiMicele, Robert 
Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, 
eg Millett and Joanne Rand. 
‘Keep It Wild!” SALE! CD— 
$14, TAPE—$9 or free withanew 
subscription, see form page 67. 


Cows With Guns 


ARELEARSALEOR THE GREAT UPRISING * 


Monkeywrench 
‘4 F Dana Lyons “Cows With The $H.LH! Project “A Re- 
Jewelry Guns” TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 hearsal for the Great Uprising” 
Sterling silver, made CD—$15 


from old spoons. 
Available as 12-inch 
necklace, lapel pin, and 
post or dangle earring. 
Necklace $15 
Lapel pin $10 
Earrings $10 (each) 


Silent Agitators 
Small 1.5-inch stickers good for 
bikes or bulldozers! 
Earth First! “Fist,” “Tools” or “No 
Deal, Assholes.” Thirty stickers, $2 


pickAxe 
Fists rise above the battlements. Hands 
share food in a dark meal, wrists adorned 
with bracelets of chain and dangling 
carabiners. Camo-clad militants stand 

in a prayerful circle, holding hands. A 
man swings a pickaxe with all his love 
for the land, ripping and biting into Forest 
Service Road 2408 which was occupied 
for 11 months in 1995-96 to protect the 
charred and unscarred forest in the Cornpatch 
Roadless Area known as Warner Creek, this movie 
shows the whole story—from the October 1991 
arson fire and the efforts to fight it to the arrests of four 
women at the Free State in 1996, the jail-house riot that 
followed and the joyous release of the Warner Four. In between are the stories of other western 
Oregon sales released under the notorious “Salvage Rider.” VHS video, 94 minutes—$15 


Cotton Caps 
Desert camo, adjustable 
$12 Quality three-inch patch 4 
for your daypack, jacket 


PAS or butt—$3 


Direct Action 
Manual 


Rattlesnake-Don’t Tread on Me—four- 
color Earth tones on black-blue shirt S, 
M, L, XL—$15 


Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair. Everything you need 
to know about blockading tactics, techniques 
and devices to defend the Earth—from 
monkeywrenching to civil disobedience. 
Fully illustrated, lots of diagrams and 
graphics, 154 pages, $10 


Second Edction 


Uncompromisiag Noaviolcat Resistanc: 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


eae ae arn nnn ne _l 


Quantity , Description color 4 size price 


- 
| 
| 


Hemp Wallet all prices foreign orders ‘add 15% 
Tan with black and green fist and black Pet ae include shipping! 
lettering. Specify wording. ooo Total 
“Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” $12 
Crepir CARD ORDERS 
VisA/MC (CIRCLE ONE) 
phone: Carb # 
email: Exp. DATE (MONTH/YEAR) | 


| Mail to: EF! Merchandise, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Ca rth @ First! Directory 


ninety of Alabama EF! 
POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5564 
phoenixef@excite.com 


Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Environmentally Sound Promotions 
POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560 
(707) 923-4949; ensopro@asis.com 
Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 

(707) 523-1229 

Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
COLORADO 


San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 
(303) 385-3043, (617) 687-2598 (fax) » 
wildernessdefense@email. com 


FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 
POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC, 1021 W. University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010; gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 
POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Stone Soup Collective 
1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 
(407) 999.7700 
CORE Infoshop 
2235 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 
(727) 827-2673; core@core-info.org 
I 


GEORGIA 
Katdah Foothills EF! 


POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 


foothills@katuah.org 
HAWAII 


Oceandream Media Foundation © 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 


ILLINOIS 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 
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The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 

(847) 931-9054 
thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618)549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 


INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 

(913) 461-8583 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 
MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 5S, Piney Point, MD 20674 
tworiversef@doityourself.com 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt. 31, 
Boston, MA 02215 

(617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
Lost Cause Collective 

POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-7074 
lostcausecolective@hotmail.com 


Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387 
churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 


_7908 Minnetonka Blvd, 


St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178 
paarise@mtn.org 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 
Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove,-MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(S73) 443-6832 

N 
Wild Rockies EF!/Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863 
wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 
POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 


Environmental Resource Center 
205 N. Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 


Green Vigilance 
46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 


New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 
actionnm@yahoo.com 


Foghorn 
POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 
(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 
SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Project Harmony 
216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

LIN 
Kattah EF! 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 
Rustic Revolt 
112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 
POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bison12@hotmail.com 
Mountain Eco-Collective 
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 
mountainecocolilective@hotmail.com 


NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 
Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 


OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
OREGON 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 

PO Box 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(S41) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 


Katiah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Kattah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; kropotkin@hushmail.com 


TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

EF! San Antonio 
earthfirstsanantonio@hotmail.com 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 
Houston, TX 77019 


Dallas EF! EIRE Rainbow Keepers 


POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
UTAH 54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin (0913) 14-5-14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 
Wild Wasatch Front 353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com SCCTLAND 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 ENGLAND Glasgow EF! 

Rainbow Bridge EF! More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
rainbowbridgeef@aol.com direct action groups exist in the “United King- 44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009 
VERMONT dom.” There are also a number of other anar- 424 3688 (fax) 

Biodiversity Liberation Front chist/revolutionary groups and projects. Fora Fife EF! 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 list or for general news from the UK, contact: c/o 91 South Street, St Andrews, 
VIRGINIA EF! Action Update Fife KY16 9Q 

Virginia EF! POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 01334-477411 

Rt 1 Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 efactionupdate@bigf SLOVAKIA 

(540) 885-6983 M ester EF! — Slobodna Alternativa 


EF! Collective 
321 S. Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190 
earthfirstRV A@end-war.com 
DC Area EF! 
nightbrigade@girlmail.com 
WASHINGTON 


Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Earth Action! 
POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 


Green Korea United 

‘0-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
unji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 

-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 (fax); 


ee n orea@greenkorea.org 


Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 9822 
shuksandirect@hotmail.com 
Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense 
POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 — 
wildcascadia@yahoo.com 


71 Av. Jean Jaur S 0 ‘ Aoelantonio@lettera.net 
01-40-95-09-06; « SW 


WISCONSIN GERMANY Fs forgan Larsson 
Midwest Headwaters EF! EF! Germany c¢, la gmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
31 University Sq, Madison, WI 53715 Europahaus, 


(608) 262-9036 

Liberated Zone Info Shop 
308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens Point, 
54481 


Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 

38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax) 
ci.glasnet.ru 


Konstanz; mai 


LZIS@hotmail.com WALES 
WYOMING Gwynedd & Mon EF! 
Teewinot EF! The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 


POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


Internationa 


There is an international Earth First! wek 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 


Bangor, Gwynedd LLS7 1AX 
01248-355821 


Projects & Campaigns 


Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, omega MT pad 


Volunteers for Earth Defe 
189 San Antonio Ext. SEDM 


OB 14501, Sercab CA 94712-5501 
: Ss ecabegagan Front 


CURACAO ~~ wap Peepnrw: most.org.pl 

EF! Curagao’” ‘In Defense of the Earth 

POB Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

Neth “W Obronieziemi” Domonika Baryla 


ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
falcone@fiberia.com 48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 — 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz (01 12) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Center a pepe Novgorod, 603082 Earth First! Journal 
Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) sf 4 | 


carbusters@ecn.cz (0959) 54-91-93 


Ecodefense rae: Begijnestraat 42 2000 Antwerp, Bel- 
eJeremiah Rush Bowen, 


16, DEC, 1140 East 10 Rd., gium. Serving two years for an attempted arson of a judge’s 
Delta, CO 81416. Serving two years for the arson ofa townhouse car, two arsons against McDonald’s and two arsons against 
in Boulder, Colorado in the Summer of 2000. Anticipated the meat industry. The police have filed additional charges 
release date is February 7. against him saying that he burnt a chicken truck in Lint (5/ 
Jeffrey “Free” Luers, #1 71, 2605 Staté St., Salem, OR 99), meattrucksin Koritich (7/99) and Antwerp (July 99) and 
97310. Sentenced to 22.5 yeats for 13 charges relating to the attempted to set fire to a furtier in January 2000. 
arson of Joe Romania Chevrolet and the attempted arson of eRae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Holloway, Parkhurst Rd., 
Tyree Oil in Eugene, Oreg une 2000. London, N7 ONU, England. On remand. Accused of arson, 
eCraig “Critter” Marsha bomb hoaxes, criminal damage, harassment and conspiracy 
Blvd., Ontario, OR 97914. tides to ani -bloodspomaamed anti-HLS activity. 
tence for conspiracy to . 
unlawful devices in relati | 
Tyree Oil cases. : : Three individuals charged With inciting a public nuisance 
13 Mtington Animal Cruelty newsletter 
e€ year. 
YOI, Highpoint, Stradis Hall, 
x, England. 
P and YOI, Highpoint, Stradis 
8 YYG, England. 
1, Weston Way, Thamesmead, 


-e¢Heather Avery, HMP 
Ne " Market, Suffolk, CB8 9 


Serving 12 years foranum 
can read French, German, 

elfiaki Garcia Koch, Ca 
Apdo. 250, 31080—Irufiez 
ing just under five years for 
site of the controversial It 

*Silvano Pellissero, Com 
Sanponso, 10080 Torino, 
years for sabotaging a rail | 
ern Italian Alps. Silvano ca 
but not English. 


the Mayday 2001 “Reclaim The 
ng Beach, California. 

1716, 2605 State St., Salem, OR 
andatory minimum” sentence 
e Eugene June 18 RTS in 1999. 


aRobert Thaxton, #1211; 
97310. eee seven-ye 


Indigenous 
eEric Wildcat Hall, #BL 
Albion, PA 16475-0002. Se 
arms to Central American 
eLeonard Peltier, #89637 


two life sentences for the allegec : Ta. 
the Pine Ridge Siege in the 197 : ee Africa (006309) are at SCI Cambridge 


Animal Liberation 
eNeil Bartlett, FW7083, 
Sussex, BN7 1EA, England. Re Nor z 
hoax bomb threats to Glaxo i i XO : ica (AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 
Novartis, Morgan Stanley ‘weet : | 
Council. He is awaiting s 
*Dave Blenkinsop, EM789 
Green Rd., Birmingham B1 
for causing “grievous bodil 
ton Life Sciences and an addifi 


h 4973), Charles Simms Africa 
POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426- 


¢€a (AM4984), Delbert Orr 
as Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 
335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. 
PA 15370-8090. 

group, was consistently per- 
lice during the ’70s, culminat- 
‘their commune in 1985. The 
or the murder of a cop and 
on sentence of 100 years each. 


Ave., Bovingdon, Hemel 
Serving four years for cons} 


Prisoner Support Groups 


eAnarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network (APLAN), 818 SW 3rd Ave., PMB 354, Portland, OR 97204; aplan@tao.ca. 
Friends of MOVE, POB 19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143. 

eLeonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, KS 66044; (913) 842-5774. 

eUK Earth Lib. Prisoners Support Network, 16 Sholebrooke Ave, Chapelton, Leeds, England LS7 3HB; earthlibprisoner@mail.ca. 
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